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THE LINDSAY CONVENTION.

God's î,assionless reforilers, influiences
That purify and heal, ýand are not seen
Shall man say wlience your v'irtne is, or hiow
\Ve make iliedicinal, the wacysic1c w-ccd ? -

-Lou'dll

r 1 rnust orcasionally have occurred to mnany, at
J. ome ite iiti~irhtîrry through lifé, %vith one

da), after another repeating the echo of the seldoin-
ceasing iinill-Nw'heel of our rotine task, to observe
what passive agents ive are in the hands of wvhat is
niow technically called enviironnenl, but which in a

* popular wvay wve caîl iijiiences. To-day, to-mo-iowe
and so in succession ive moî'e along,ý like somte
natural force, i.e., ini the direction of least î-esist-
ance ; nd if asked whi-, we îvould oft-timies be tried
in finding an answver. \Ve sec tbis in the force with
w'hich wve follov fashion. Let it be somne popular
opera, some favorite hecalth resort. it is ail the samne

* w'ith an absence of thought that is often a.zgwe
* go as go the rest, and never answer the why. If

we were to attempt to be critical and to diflèrentiate,
iv'e nîight 1)e inclinied to asci-ibe to influences, a

Pow-er somnewhiat different fromi fashion, a somietingi,
comparab)le to sontie organiic fuîîicti oî. by w-hich, as
ini the hoeSmatogenic processes, silently but ceasele,-s-
ly, results aie being pî-ocuced. Life is inseparable
fi-oni influences, as is matte- fromn grav-ity., and manl
is moulded. either foi- good or ec-iI, or dezre.es of
eithe-, simply b)- the sum total cf infltuences act-
ing tipon iîni, and w-hichi lie as 1*a-itthfulyý reflects.
'lhese thoijghîs have beenl lrom-piecl by the pro-
gî-ess of public health wvork ini Canada duîiiug the
si-, years w-hich have gone siîîce organiiization began
iii the direction of sanitary w~oî-k, as a fixeci idea ini
Orntario. 'l'le nature of the w-o-k to be doneceven
hy those ening(ll( ini it, vas kt ill-definced, and
methods for obtaining results w,-,re inchoate ini the
extreme. Iin the tow-n of St. Tlhon. is, just six
years ago, the first l)opular meeting or- sanitary
conivention )v-as hield, and iLs îoaL enthusiastic adl-
vocate could not ha\-e called it a grceat success. Iii
fact the peopie wvere liot t ail sure w-bat the pro-
-moters of the convention w-ere after. But with
such nmethods of propagandism, aided by extending
correspondence, and lateî- obtaining defini te health
legrislation, orgoanizaitioni on a broad basis becamie1 poqsile. A hai-g oportion of the six butndred
municipalities hav-e siîîce i SS4 estal)lishied Local

Boards, and a staff of sonie three hundred and fifty
medical min are attachced as officers to these
Boards. lt is truc that the work that they have
undertaken to do is oftcn of a perfunctory char-
acter, inasmiuch as the absence of dermnite remuner-
ation for services places a bar on their performi-

ance of serious %vork under ordinary circuilstan-
ces. But if the peoàple have haci to becomie ac-
quainted wvith the l)riniCilC of sanitary îverk,
Boards and their officers havec siînilarly had imuch
to leari.. But a reî'ieiv of the advances iwade in
six ),ears inclicates a progress in general and muni-
cip)al know-ledge and appr2ciation of public health
wvork ltlde short of N-onderful. E xecutive officers
of health have i arided together for practical work
ini an association wvhich bas alreacîy reachied a
miembership of more than fifty, and bias hieid ineet-
ings for discussion of the practicai work they have
to deal with. Suchi a meeting w~as that at Lindsay
last wveek, whîclî w-as alike a meeting of exccutive
workers and one at which many of th 1e public founci
interesting and profitable discussions, which they
coulci understand, being- carried on. Thé Associa-
tion %vas entertained by the Mayor and corporation,
Local Board andi citizens, ini a mianner which did
honor alike to the character for hospitality of the
peop!e of Lindsay, and to thecir appreciation of
the presence amongst thenm of a body of gentlemen
who, as wvas well saici m the acldress of %welcomie,
were engaged in wvork, of benevolence ail the mvore
nieritorious for- the self-sacrifice of men whose busi-
niess it is to cure disease, but who have hound
theniselves together for iitrposes of studying meas-
uires foi- preventitig it. The sulent influences are
indeecl makingy

'NIedicinal the wayside wced"
for the growing knowledge is making n any more
followers of the good in lhealth matters, andciimulti-
plying on ail sicles the J)ropagandisni of public -i

p)iv\ate hy.ýiene -hile ini many ways the gross un-
seemly waste produets of civilizat.ion are bein:ý
utilized until, froin the offense and nuisance, wc
behold their return to mother earth, there again to
play their parts in the restitution of things material.
We rejoice to 1,now that this is so, thiat speaking,
for )urselv-es, as phý sicians, w-e cari daimi as
our heritage the wvork, elsew-here- so eloquently
put by Di. Gairdner, "of searchers after Nature
and Truth ;' and that as lie further puts it " as ive
hRar more widely of ÎNature's secrets we shalh
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