
THE CANADA LANCET.

The New York Pharmaceutical Conference bas donc excellent work for
the pharmiacist iii arranging with the United States food administration
for supplius of this necessary ingredicnt.-New York Medîcai Jouirndl

PARAFFIN ND l3ISMUTII FOR GASTRIC ULCER.
Dr. b. J. I>icton, wriiting ini the British Medical Journal, remarkiç,'

that ho has found a iulire of bismuth subnitrate and liquid p, tri,;n
of use ini the treatment of gastric ulcer. The bismuth sait may bi, rtil>
bed upl with ordinary liquid paraffin to form a srnooth ereani. It ist
taken thus without producing much nausca, and with inereasing tolor-
ViCe,

Teliquid paraffin is a good vehiele for bismuth, undoing its con-
>atipatinge ctTct. The patient is more eomfortable. and less flatuleïdt thial
when taking bismuth alone.

Thie action of the corubination înay be supposed to reseiull Itat [if
bIpp in thie trcatmen-rt of external wounds. The special cl vrha Teofs
of pa;raffin on wouinds, mnentioned in your issue of October 2001, ar, un-j
farniliar ground to me. Apart from that, the combi-nation deservPes a
triaL

SqYPITLNTý AND CARDJAC DISEASE.
(Itaux'her ( lfinde l'Académie de médieine. Octoher 2, 1917)> a-

Prts, flhat aII lesionis of the sortir valve or root of the aorta whieh do not
fo7low flic aiie entdoearditis of rheumatie fever are of s.vphulitic egi
Caroful exainination of aortic cases with vaguie pains suppoqed to 1*
rhcuimatie olten reveals signs of tabes, in particular loss of the peitelar
reflex. Some cases of hezaiplegia aserihed to syphilitie cerebral ai teniti,
are in reality due to emholism arising in1 an ineorrectly interpretel or
undiseovered aortie lesion. Sudden dcath is nearly always due tço
syphilis, whether taking place through aortitis and emboligm, nerfor-
atîng myocar(litis, or angina pectoris. The latter, when due to infl;tii

maoy changes and atresia of the eoronaries, is regularly of syphi1jtie
origin, a statement proved by the anamnesii, the serum reaction, and
espeeially by the often very effective action of treatmcnt with mereury
and lodides. Cardiac rupture with sudélen death i% due to gumima of
the myocardiuni. Tiesions of the bundie of TuÎs and the permanntîv
slow pulse are of ,qvphilitie nature, as -are aiso, as a ile.. hypertropiie
myocarcliai nephritis. From elinicai observations Gaucher îs likei
eonvinced that some instances of mitral insufficiency are due to vhii
vague, se called rheumatic painls are of flo etioiogical cignifiCftnce and
often upon inquiry a former syphilitie infection 'viii he admittedl lu
the absence of acquired syphilis , congenital syphilis xnay aise he a
eg obscure of overlooked heart lesionq.-New York Mfedica1 Tour,(7j


