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DISEASES IN THRE WIND. 1 The theory which attributes it to the prevalence

Rl Infore the Canadisn_Institute, Tomato, March 22nd, | of an excess of vzene in the atmusphere, is the one

~i, b
311.".‘1';.‘.. and Ther-yeatios in the Torwate School of
Modomne, 1 Coontinned.)

It is said that if an uveruge bundred of our pe ple
from the country were expased to the most power-
fal and conceutruted dase of cholera poisou with
which we were ever visited, probubly not more than :
lbge in ten would be affected by cholera, the remain- '
ier either escaping altugether or suffering oaly from -
ldiarthioa.  The case wonld b recersed, howerver, if
vou selected the bundred from the poor lucalities,
where they are under-fed, over-worked, uncleaniy,
istemperate, and overcrowded, breathing fuul air,

isking bad water, and whisky. In the case of
cholern, if we do not know positively what the:
esciting poisun is, we at least know its habits und
the laws nuder which it acts; and by proper pre-;
cautious, strictly earried out, with regard to thei

:cdiqming causes, we may, a3 a geaeral rule,;

ither guard our communities safely from its rav-
ages, or deprive it of munb of its force and danger. -

Not 30, bowever, with all diseases of atmospherie |
jorigin.

There is one disease, if not more, the cause of.
which Las, up to this time, baffled all our attempts!
wdefiae 113 babits. Like the wind, on which ‘u}
rides, it groes where it lists, and no man knoweth
where it goes or whence it comes.

Watson says: “1t is unquestionably connected:

ith some particular state ur contamination of he'

mosphere, what that state is, or what may b .he
kind of coatamination, no one knows.”

“There i3 no unifurm connectivn,” says Hancock,

“between any one scnsible quality of the atmos-!

phere, as to lieat or cold, rain or drought, wind or

”»

here,

Maertens tells us that on a certain cold night in
B, Petersburg, the thermomeier ruse 30° F., and
e next morning forty thousand people were ill
th influcuza.

The cause of influenza must be very widely dif~
Rigd, and rapidly developed during the prevalence
the epidemic ; we find it attacking large tracts
i country, or whole towns, aimost simultaneously, !

ips crews, handreds of miles a:«rt on the ocean
e been disabled almost at the same moment, |
Wwns widely separated bave been visited so rapidly,
to preclude the possibility of its propagation by
tontagion.

It travels faster, and is more general or univer-
Bl in its attacks than any other known vpidemic,
od the queation very naturally arises as to what
B the cruse of iufluenza ?

_The question is pretty fully discussed by Drs.
Bancock, aud Watson.

g A7ind Cgden, M, Lecturer on Materia for which 1 huve the strongest attachment.

When we consider the nature and effects of ozoae,

we can acconnt fur many circumstances connected
' or asgocinted with epidemics of influcnza, for which
we formerls could not accouat.

A good deal of dizcredit or disbelief has been

attached to the subject of ozone, from a misappre-
hension of the relativns sustrined by ozone to

influenza, fever,and cholera. Whens first dizscovered,

it was Jouked upou as the cause of nearly every
. disease of atmospheric origin, but we have been
unable to prove that such is the case.

I hope to show that it may be the excitiag cause

{ of sume diseases, while it may only be a predisposing
cagse of others.

It was observed, a3 early a3 1803, that epidemics

of influenza were often fullowed by epidemic cho-
lers, and as Dr. Hancock says, the facts collected

show that there is a closer connectiou between cer-
tain epidemic diseases, both as to their causes and

affinity than we commonly suppose.

1 have already shewn that the presence of a large
amount of disintegrating nitrogenous matter in the
blood appears necessary to enable the cholera poison
to work out its destiny 1o the full extent.

If it can be shewn that infinenza is produced by

an excess of ozone in the air, and thai ozone leads

to disintegration of blood, then we can understand
the connexion between influenza and cholera, and
the exact relation sustained by ozone ia the causa-
tion of the latter disease.

All the phenomena of influenza ideatify it with
those diseases, or fevers, connected with, or result-

:ing from poisoning of the blood, by the presence of

decomposing orranic matter, and the experiments
of Mr. Hornidge ~how tbat ozon: mixed with blood,
out of the body, has the effect of breaking up the
red corpuscles 1o such a degree that no trace of
them remains, save a few granules; even the sepa-~
rated serum of blood, if shaken with ozonized air,
becomes turbid, and throws down a sediment.

If you take blood freed from fibrin, and made
quite red by shaking it in the air, and mix it with
ozoue, it undergoes a gradual change of color, it
darkens, becoming like venous blood, and at last
turns perfectly black ; this change taking place in

. the course of forty-eight hours if the bluod is cold,

but in three or four hours when kept warm.

Blood is very greedy of ozone, and absorbs it very
rapidly, and in large guaatities, eitber from the air,
or from other solutions.

It is said that the corpuscles will absorb much
mare ozonized oxygen than unozonized.

Now as uzone is a peenliar form of oxygen, it i3
altogether probable, that we have it, when in excess
in the air, passing into the blood as vxygen would,
and whes there, producing those changes in the



