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OBITUARY.
Hexry Howarp, M.R.C.S,, Exe.
~ Itis with very deep regret that we have to re-
cord the death of Dr. Henry Howard, one of the
oldest practitioners in Montreal, which event, not
unexpected, took place on the rz2th of October.
" For over a year it was evident that his health was
failing ; but, notwithstanding more than one warn-
ing, he continued to look after his work and move
about. For several weeks before the end came,
he was confined to the house, and on the date
" named he passed quietly away. Dr. Howard was
born in Nenagh, Ireland, on the 15t of December,
181r5. He studied medicine in Dublin with the
celebrated Dr. Jacob. He came to Canada in
1842, first living in Kingston, and in 1845 he
came to Montreal. He was, we think, the first

specialist in this city on diseases of the eve and:

ear, and for several ysars conducted the Montreal
Eye and Ear Instiwation, where thousands of the
poor were treated, the Government giving ita small
grant. Dr. Howard was a prolific political writer,
and about 1858 wrote a series of political letters,
which appeared in the Montreal Evening P/lot
under the name of “ L 1:/c Bo-Peep.” These
attracted the attention of the great political leader,
Sir John-A. Macdonald, and when a year or two
‘later the Government decided to establish a
Lunatic Asylum at St. Johns, Q, Dr. Howard
was appointed its Medical Superintendent. The
wisdom of thisappointment was at the time vigor-
-ously assailed, but whatever truth there was then
in the statement, that he was totally inexperienced
for such an office, it is beyond question that his
_vigorous and scientific mind soon grappled with
.the_subject of insanity, so that before long, even
his enemies admitted that he had fully qualified
himself for the position. Hampered as he was at
.St. Jolins, with what was perhaps the worst make
shift for an Asylum that the world ever saw, he
produced results which were hardly credibie; but
redounded to his ability and foresight, When
Confederation placed the care of the insane under
'I’rovmcxal management, and the Asylum at St.
]ohns was closed, and the insane removed to -the
St. Jean de Dieu Asylum al Longue Pointe, Dr.
‘Howard was appointed its Government Medical
‘Inspector
“for his scientific mind, now thoroughly trained to
hxs special uorl».
/system’ of farmmar out lunatics... We have seen and
";read in manuscnpt report a{tcr report whlch he

an example to some of the elders of thF professxoz

Here began the' troubles, of his life,

was entirely opposed to the

sent to the Local Government, protesting against’
the system, and the general management of those’
placed within the walls of this large Institution ;
but so'far as we have any knowledge, not one of,
these reports have.ever been printed, and certainly .
the result he wished and worked for was never:
accomplished. His work as Medical Inspector,

‘under these circumstances, can hardly have been-

called a labor of love ; and of late years, owing to"

-disagreements between the Government (Contrac

tor) and the Lady Superior, his position was de-.
decidedly unpleasant; the constant worsy and,
vexation to which he was- subjected had great.‘é_a
effect upon his system, so much so, that more ;
than once he expressed to the writer the fear that
it was undermining his constitution. In the hope,"
however, of yet accomplishing something for the -
benefit of his suffering fellow-creatures, he endured.,
it all, and at a time of life, when natare called’ for.

-quiet and repose. We have the hope, however that

what we~ may call his life-work has not been 111“'
vain. In his views on insanity, Dr. Howard was#
in advance of most of his co- temporanes. H
believed that all criminals were insane, and there
fore irresponsible ; some held that- the futurc woul ’
prove his theory as correct;~others that it- was ,‘:
wild and Utopian. "He wrote many amcles on
subjects allied to his speciality, which were rea
before the Medico-Chirurgical Society-c uioﬂtrea]
and subsequentlv appeared either in this. ]ourna
or in the Canada Mrdical and Surgical Journal
In 1882 he published a small volume upon “Th
Phllosophy of .Insanity, Crime and ResponSbel
ity.” He was an Ex-President of our Medica
Society, and till a few months_before_ his death, .
the most regular attendant af its meetmgs, sefting

in Montreal, whxch. we are-sorTy to say, they de
not follow. At, its -ifeeting, his familiar ﬁgure ¢!
with his & .,u—vmg ‘white beard and’ accompanying ¥
saliff box, was -ever a welcome sight to hi
younger brethern, who, it may trutht’ully be sald
s lo»ed him for hlS kind, warm. and generou
nature.” He was a warm debater, hit hard _some.
times, but always gentlemanly. It will be many::
long years before the present members will. cease
to feel the want which his absence’ creates.: We ;
fully endorse the closing words of his. obltuary '
the Canada Medizal and Surgical Journal of.thi
city : “A brave mauly life, fought with unwaver
ing cheerfulness through many and grave diffic
ties, and laid down at last with the: qmet ‘calmne
begotten of conscious rectitude.” -
His remains were removcd to §t ]ohus,
where they were mtcrrgd, ‘ :



