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The therp utical result4 obtained in treating tuberculosis in the
past are fair from encouraging. The unfavorable prognosis, I fear,
has ereated too great laxity ii the profession and ont of it.

Are miedical men not often at fault ?
Is there not a supineness or inertia affecting the rank and file of the

great inedical ariy the world over in regard to the treatment of
tuberculosis? Various causes may be assigned for this: the chief
reason, to be sure, is the unsuccessful treatmient and unfavorable
prognosis.

Again: the patient and bis f riends do iot second be physician's
efforts in making acure. It is generally admitted that if the disease
is treated earefully from the beginning, verv much better results
are to be obtained and sone cures effected. I an also of the
opinion that if there were more of that much abused commercialisin
existing, it would not only be better for the physician but still better
foir he patient and for suffYering humanity at large.

Bas not dhe time now cone wben some of the old1 dogmas, taugt
by our medical fathers, should be relegated to obscurity? There is
not a rnember of our self-sacrificing profession prouder than I of our
high-calling and the far-reaching blessings and untold alleviation of
suffering wrougbt through the instrumentality of bhe inedical profes-
sion: but as it is liard for a. starving man to be a good Christian, so it
s likewise difficult for a poorly paid physician to be a good philan-

tbropist.
In tbese days of large combines and vast monopolies, the struggling

masses look to the iedical profession for gratuitous treatment: and
they do not look in vain; but I surmise that the treatment they
obtain is not of the very best or highest order, for how is it possible
for physicians to supply the best for which they get nothing?

My sojourn on the Pacifie Coast for a few years in Southern
California introduced me to the western profession. There are two

* Read before meeting of New Brunswick Medical Society, Moneton, July, 1901.
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