
SELECTIONS.

may set up not only temporary and functional disorder, but
even ineradicable organic renal disease. On the other excre-
tory organs, the chylopoietic viscera, the actions of alcohol and
lead, though analogous in their ultimate resulta, are different in
their modus operandi. Alcohol attacks the liver ; lead, the
bowels. Alcohol encourages secretion from the mucous tracts:
lead diminishes it. But the increased activity of the alcohol-
s imulated mucous membrane is more than counterbalanced by
the diminution of oxidation whicb is taking place in the rest of
the body. This diminution of oxidation bas a counterpart in the
case of lead, for, according to Dr. Lauder Brunton, lead bas the
power of checking the élimination of uric acid.

Both lead and alcohol have a special, a peculiar, and a well-
known action on the nervous system. Alcohol is eliminated
from the system much more easily and more rapidly than lead,
and we are not so familiar with its paralyzing effects as in the
case of a poison which, like lead, slowly accumulates in the
body. As is well-know n, however, paralysis from alcohol, when
given in a dose too large for the excretory organs to be got rid
of, or when administered in smaller quantities over a long period,
is not uncommon. The effects of alcobol are essentially para-
lytic, as are also those of lead, and there is not only nervous or
muscular paralysis, but there are, if I may coin a phrase,
excretory and metabolic paralysis.

Then alcohol and lead resemble each other in both being
elective poisons. Some men are made tipsy by a quantity Of
drink which would do no more than serve as a thirst-quencher'
for others ; an4, on the other hand, of two individuals imbibing
a plumbie solution, the one may suffer the throes of colic, while
the other escapes any unusual manifestation. Lead bas little
or no elective affinity for children, or the numerous children of
our lead-poisoned patients would surely suffer. Of twenty-two
Cases of lead-poisoning which have been under my care, four-
teen were males and eight females. Of the eight females three
only suffered severely, and they were all above the age of sixty.
The conclusions from these facts are that lead bas a greater
elective affinity for men than women, a greater elective affinity


