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inserted into the back part of the upper edge of the great
trochanter. The action of this muscle must be to pull the
trochanter bnekwards, and raise it nearer to the isciiatie notel,
consequently to rotate the thigi-bone ouitwards ; it has an action
,4imilar to other small muscles which arise in tiis regioni, save that
from its origin, being placed on a plane superior to its insertion, it
seems to assist the glutei muscles, and is then partially an exteissur
and abductor of the limib. The great ierves and blood-vessels of
this rerions are in connection with tiis muscle soie comle out
of tie pelvis above it ; others below-facts tiat should point out
ro us how liable they must be to participate in the intjuries and dis-
eases of the hip-joint. In fracture of the neck of the tiuigl-bonc this
musscle will tend to raise the shaft of the boite, iand nui th its feliows
h:e a powerful means of turning the toe outwardb. We can easily
1msderstand, however, that when the troclanster-mssajor is inplicated
in the injury. its insertion may be altogether detaclhed from thle
shuft of the bone, wlen, as a matter of course, its infiuence muist
cease. his may account, in sone degree, for the great disputes
which Surgeons have long carried on with unseemly violence, as to
wlether invertion or evertion was a diagnostic mark of fracture of
the neek of the thigh-bonie. In dislocation of the head of the bone
uipon the dorsum of the ilium, the trochanter-major is advanced
forward, as well as raised above its natural plane: so that we
find the muscle upon the stretch, anid as a consequeuce, witht its
fellows, it assists powerfully to bend down the bosse ipou the
pelvis with a spasmuodie action that defies our effort to evert the
foot. When the dislocation is in the sacro-sciatic unotch, the
trochanter is neitier so elevated >r so muchs advanced: hence the
tension of thesie muscles is not so great. Wlhen the head of thse
bone is placed in the thyriod hole, 't is advanced forwards, tise
thigh is rotated outwards,-the plane of the trochanter is consi-
derably depressed, but ap:proachses towt ards the acvetabulum,-in1
consequence of the clabge of position, the bosne is herc firmly hàeld
by the spasmodie action of tie muscles. but not .. ith that perfect
immovability which is evinced when it lies upon tie dorsnmn of tise
ilium. Should the bone rett upon the erest of the pubis, the action
of this muscle and its congeners would stili be of a similar charac-
ter; but from the elevated plane of the trochanter, the pyritormnis
Muscles would not be so powerfully excited into action as in its
former situation.
• The superior and inferior gemnelU, alti ouglh thiey have besen
classed hy Anatomists as distinct muscles, are scarcely more than
nleessory fascieuli to the obturator internus muscle. The upper
One of ttese àtises-frorn the spine of the isclhisum1 ; and the Iower
from the tuberosity 'of the bone. They are placed one on either
side of th&ét'edosi of the obtnrator internus muscle, aud form a
grove for its Tiéeptiou, and as it advances completely envelops it,


