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EDUCATION.

THE COLLEGES OF CANADA (1)
II1.
The Universtty of Toronto.
(Continued from our last.)

The first idea of the establishment of a provincial uni-
versity originated with General Simcoe, the first Governor
of Upper Canadae, so early as 1792, and within six years
thereafler, the Executive Council, with the Judges and Law
officers of the Crown, unanimously rcportedt ‘Le Inperial
government in favour of a large appropriation of lands,
partly for the establishn:ent of gramimar-schocls, and purtly
for the endowment of a wniversity. The immediate result
of this was the establishment of grammar-schools at Kings-
ton and Newark, and ultimately in various other important
centres of the province; but it was not till 1825 that the
conntry was really felt to have arrived at that stage of
development when the grammar-schools could nv lunge,
supply the demaunds of the people for higher education ; and,
accordingly, in that year, His Ixcellency Sir Petegnne
Maitland, in a series of despatches to the Imperial govern-

(1) For an account of the Laval University sce tho first volume of our
Jouraal, numbers 3, 4, §, 6, 7 and 8, and for a history of the McGill Uni-
versity see sccond volume, nambers 2, 3,4, v and 1.

ment matured the plans which finally led to the issue of
the first Royal Charter under the Great Seal, and pro-
vided the requstite funds for the unmediate organization
ufa Cullege i Upper Canada, with the style and privi-
leges of u Umiversity, fur the education of the youth vfthe
Provinee 1 the higher branches of learning.

Accordingly, mn the year 1827, u Charter was granted by
His Majesty George IV., fur the establishment of a Uni-
versity at York (now Toronto), under the designation of
« King’s College,” and in the following year, the Institution
was endowed Dy patent with a portion of the lands which
had previously been set apart by His Majesty George II1.,
for educational purposes. By this Charter it was provided
that the chancellor, president, and seven professors, who
were to constitute the College Council, should all be mem-
bers of the Church of England, and give proof thereof,
previous to their admission to the Council, by signing
the Thirty-nine Articles as set forth in the English Book
of Common Prayer. On this principle, therefore, the
College Council was formed ; but, vwing to the diversity
of rehigious opinions in the Province, and the mixed char-
acter of the pupulation derived from England, Scotland,
lrelund, and also from the Lower provinces, including many
loyalists from the States, the exclusive character of the Ruyal
Charter gave great uflence to many ; and an amendment 10
regard to the cnforcement of cxclusive religious tests was
loudly called for, these being lovked upon as unsuited to
the state uf the Province, and incunsistent with the original
design of the endvwment. This effectually prevented any
jpracucal steps being taken fur carrying ont the educational
ubjects of the Charter , and at Jength, His Excellency, under
wmstrucuons from the Imperial government, obtained its
surrender, sv as to adinit of its modification by legislative
enactment.

In 1837, the Royal Charter was amended by a Statute
passed by the Legislature of Upper Canada, with the objec t

of removing the unpopular restrictions ; but in consequence
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