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Turkey and to make its further prosecution difficult or impossible, the
blow could scarcely have been aimed with greater effect. The dimensions
of this work, the length of time during which it has been carried on, the
eminence of the men and women engaged in it, and the results already
attained would of themselves, at any time, command gencral attention.
Set against the background of massacre and cruel suffering which fill the
land, the dark and wayward course of diplomacy in the capital, and the
concentrated attention of Europe and the civiized world, they assume a
new character and attract an almost world-wide 1nterest.

But we hasten, in the first place, te say that this missionary work has
no direct and intended relation to the political affairs of Turkey. The

issionaries of the American Board in Turkey have always been sent out
under explicit instructions to abstain from all political activity, from all
connection with political movements ; and they have faizhfully observed
those instructions from the first to this day. They act in loyalty to the
existing government, they inculcate loyalty thereto upon all who come
under their influence in church or school ; and the.Turkish Government
has had no truer friends in all its dominions these seventy years than the
missionaries of the American Board. They are to a man enthusiastic
lovers of t.cir native land, and intelligent admirers of its government ;
they have doubtless seen many things in Turkish life and institutions
which, in their judgment, were susceptible of improvement. But they
have not felt themselves called upon to undertake or advocate a change of
government or the introduction of free institutions; but have devoted
themselves with all their hearts to the religious and educational work for
which they were sent out. The natural effect of their labors and influence
is to foster piety and conscientiousness in the individual life, the spirit of
brotherly love in all social relations, industry and thrift in business, pub-
lic spirit and patriotism, and a nobler type of manhood and womanhood.
And this has been the real effect to some degree in every city and town,
in every bamlet and home, where they have lived and labored. There is
no risk in saying that the sum total of human virtue and happiness has
been mnotably increased wherever their intluence has been felt, and has
varied in close proporiion to the cifcctiveness of that influence. The
Porte, in its cfforts to promote the welfare of its subjects and the pros-
perity and greatness of the empire, must have felt itself upheld at every
point, and secended in a noble way, by the missionaries of the Board in
their personal influence and in their proper religious labors.

The missionaries have not always been fully credited with such careful
limitations of labors or with the loyal attitude they have in fact main-
tained. More than once they have been accused of fostering a seditious
spirit in their pupils, of favoring revolutionary projects among their fol-
lowers, and of disturbing the pecace of the empire. Sometimes these
charges have been made by persons who did not know the missionaries, or
were misinformed in regard to them ; more often they have sprung from




