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Weing himself, suffered these crucl punishments, but they held firmly to
their faiih, though as yet none of chem, cxcept the young chief, had been
baptized. All witnessed a good confession. They were at last released,
but only by the decided action of the British Resident.  After his release,
Shway Weing wished to take more books to his people. ** No,”? said
Mr. Abbott, ¢* you have just escaped with your life. If you are found
with books in your possession now, you would certainly lose your Lead.”
¢ Should so much sooner get to heaven,™ was his reply.

The Burman Government was evidently in earnest to put down Chris-
tianity. Burmese Christians were persecuted as well as Ifarens, and, as
was their nature, the Burman officials gloated in iuflicting the most atrocious
cruelties.  Yet the Kareus could not bie prevented from coming to the mis-
sionaries and pleading for books and instruction in the way of life, and if
arrested and imprisoned they boldly avowed their Christianity. The mis-
sionaries found it necessary, for the sake of these poor converts, to remove
to Maulmain, which was British territory, but their hearts ached for these
poor Karens among whom the G sspel was spreading so rapidly through the
efforts of these pamasl_v instructed assistants. DBy the first of January,
1839, it was reported that more than a thousand of them had becoiuc obe-
dicnt to the faith, and the good work was still progressing. Mr. Abbott
was greally distressed at the very small amount of knowledge which the
new converts, and cven the assistants, wnose training had been so scanty,
possessed ; but he knew that they accepted Christ in simple faith as their
Divine Redcemer.  Yet, how to reach these humble disciples, to instruct,
examine, and baptize them, and organize them into churches, and train up
pastors for them, was a very difficult problem. Tt was out of the question
to accomplish this from Aaulnain ; the journey by water was too long
and dangerous, and that by land through the turrible jumgle too perilous §
and the Burman officials would prevent them from attempting either route,
slaugbtering them if necessary.  The lower Tenasserim region, Tavoy,
Mergi, cte., would be even more inaccessible.  For a time in the summer
of 1529 there was a lull in the persecution, and the Burman Viceroy at Ran-
goon thought it would b good policy to favor the Americans, and invited
Messrs. Kincaid and Abbott to visit Rangoon, return thither, and commence
snew their missionary work in that city. They accepted his invitation, re-
mained there forty days, during which they saw many of the Bassein con-
verts. They were satisfied of his friendly intentions and weat back to
Maulmain, intending to remave with their families to Rangoon in Octo-
ber. But the cruel and bloodthirsty royal tyrant, Tharwadi, wes de-
termined to crush Christianity ont of Burmah, and almost immediately
after the missionarics left Rangoon he summoned the viceroy to Ava,
stripped him of all his honors, loaded him with chains, and consigned
him to the death prison. In his place he appninted oue of the most igno-
rant and brutal of his ufficers, with instructions to persecute ait Christaans,
Burmans, Talaings, and Karens more vielently than ever. Al the mis-




