
always eitiîer very temporary, like the darkness decribed by ]?liny as occasioned
by a cloud of volcanic ashes; and so, altogrether inadequate to meet the demands
of a bypothesis suel ans that of Dr Smith. 0And yet further, I, amn disposed, I mnust
add, te, look for a broader and more general mneaningr in t bat grand description of
the creation of ail thirngs with which the Divine record so appropriateiy operis, than
I could reonze it as forming, were I assured it referred to but one of many ex-
isting cretin,-a creation restricted te, mayhap a fev hundred square miles of
country, and, to maybap a few scores of animais and plants."

The author then unfolds lus own vieiv,-a viei-., lzowever, i'hich is flot
new, but whielchbad been already advocated by men of tbe first attaianents
in science, sucli as Jameson, Cuvier and Sillinian, viz.: that the dlays of tite
first chapter of Genesis denote long periods of time. In his exposition of'
titis viewvive shail aliow the author te speak at length:

41 remisinct, thon, that I make no pretensions to even te sliffhltest skiil in pitil.
oiogy, I remark furt.hcr, that it bias been beld by accomipiished pbiioiogists, that the
da),s of the MUosaic creation may bc regarded, ivitbout doing violence to tbe geniu8
of tbe Hebrew language, as successive periods of great extent. And certainly, in
]ooking- at iny, Egisl3b,.1 flnd ibat the portion of tin2o spoken of in the first
cbapter of Genesis as six davs, is spoken of in tbe second chapter as one day."

* * tgWaiving, itoweV5r, the questia3n as a phulological one, and simply hold-
ing witb Cuvier, Parkinson, and Silliman, that eacb of the six days of tbe Mosaie
narrative in the first chapter were what is assurediy ineant by the day referred to
in the second,-not natural days, but iengthened periods, -I find myseif called on,
as a geoiogist, to account for but tbree cftie, six. 0f theperiod during whieh ligbt
,was create,-of' the period duiring wbicb a firmament was made to separate tbe
'wateri from tbe waters,-or of the peric'd during 'wbicb thte two gyreat ligbtis of tbe
earth, with the other heaveniy bodies, bhcame visible fromi tite earth's surface,-we
need expect to, find no record in the rocks. Lot mie, bovever, pause for a moment,
te. remark the peculiar eharacter of the language in wvbich we are first introduced
lin the Mosaic narrative to thue iteavenly bodies,-sun, moon, and stars. The moon,
thougi absoluteiy one of the smallest ligbts of our systeni, is describcd as second.try
and subordinate te oniy its greatest light, the sun. It is tbe apparent, then, flot
thte actuai, which ive find in the passag«e,-wbat seemed to, be, ulot what wvas; and
as it vas nierely ivhiat appeared t? be greatest that ivas described as greatest, on
witat grounds are ive to hold that it may flot aise bave been wlbat ap)peared at tbe
time te be made that bas been described as made ? The sun, moon, and stars may
have been createdl long before, tbough it was net until this fourth pericd cf cro-
atien that they became visible from &h earth's surface."

IlThe geoiýgist, in bis attexpts te coilate the Divine with tbe geologie record,
lias, I repe, at, .oniY thrue of the six periods cf creation te account for,-the period
cof plants, the puriod cf great sea mensters and creeping, things, and the pcriod cf
cattle andi beasts of flue'oartit. Hie is called on te question bis systems and forma.
tions regarding the reunains cf tbese tbree great periods, and cf tbese only. And
the questien once fairly stated, iwbat, I ask, is the repiy ? Ail geologists agTree in
holding tbat, the -va,,t geolog-ical scale naturaliy divides into tlLree great parts. CIThere
are mny le",se. divibions,-divisions into systems, formations, deposits, beds, strata;
but the master divisions, in eacis cf which we find a type, cf life se unlike that cf
the ethers, that even the unpractised eye can detect te difference, are simply
titree,-the Paiteozoie, or cidest fossilifercus division; the Secondary, or miJdle
fossiliferous division ; and the Tertiary, or iatest fcssilifcrous division.

Il the first, or ?aoeozoic division, wue find corais, crustaceans, molluses, fishes,
and, in its later formations, a few reptiles. But none cf these classes cf crganisms
give iLs leading cbaracter t, te Palmozoe; they do not constitute its pr.mnnt
feature, or render it more remarkable as a scene cf life titan any cf thse di% isions
wbich followed. That whbich, citiefiy dittinguishied the raoeozoic from the Second.
ary and Tcrtiary periods %vas iLs gorgeous fiera. It was empbiatically tise period cf
.plants,-" cf herits 3 ieiding soed after their 'kind." In ne otiser age did the world
ever witness such a floraz te youth cf tbe earth was pecuiiariy a green and uni-
brageous youith,-a >outh cf dusk and. tangled forest, of Isuge pines and stately
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