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NOTE ON THE DISTRIBUTION 0F XANTHIUM
SPINOSUM: LINNiE US.

BY GEORGE JENNINGS IIINDE, F.O.S.

(Rea4 belons LtU Caruadian Institute, Norember $rd, 1677.)

This plant, thouglcicnrally affecting a more southerly climate,
appears to bave established itself in the sholtered valley of Dunclas,
at the western extrcnlity of Lako Ontzirio; the only spot in Western
Canada in which it is known to occtu. Thougli it lias been noticed
bore for at least soven or ciglit years past, it does not appear to have
extended its area of growth te any adjoining locality; and if the
facility with whicli the seeds attaeh themselves to passing objecta
and are thus transportcd, bie taken into accounit, the restriction of its
growth te this one place scoms owing te the unsuitabiity of the
clîmate in places less sheltered thau the Dundas valiey.

In commion with a hast of other plants now thorougly naturalized
on this continent, this species bas been introduced froin Europe, but
whether it'"ias been brought to this htorthern continent directîy, or by

*the circuitouswavy of South .Ameriea, la open te question. Linnoeus
gives ils habitat as France and Portugal; it bas conte under my own
notice in Italy; and in Loudon's EncyclopSdia of Botany, iL la notedl
as growving in the Southi of Europe gecrally. In Buenos Ayres, and
sorte cther Provinces of the Argentine ILepublie in South Ainerica-,

-tho soil and climate are rery favourable te iLs growth, and by xneans
of the numecrous, cattie and sheep which pasture on the fenceless
pampas, the sceds are readily distributedl. The great extension of
sheep-fairniing lin these countries within the last fow years lias beenl
thse moans of very widely spreading this troublesoeo weed, for not
oniy do thse sheeop transporttise burrs in tise wooi, but they fced
down elosely thse native fiera, and Lima afford a better Opportunity
for tUis intruder te, gain a root-hold. Tisus districts in thse pampas
previoùsly free front titis weed, become, very soon after thse introduc-
tion of shecep, inifested with iL. There la every prohabiiity that tise


