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ters free from flower to flower, from sweet to|be well fitted, and aptly joined, and capable of sus-

sweet.  We have no such extravagant, such erial
cxpectations, If the reuder will pardon the com-
parison, we should say, that our condition more
resembles some of the crustaccous tribes. "The
lobster we know has a thick and a heavy shell, and
one, which, as he lives and thrives, at length be-
gins to fetter and coutine, and would at last squeeze
him to death, Ilc is therefore occasivnally cutipel

led to reform matters, and, though at risk of life, to
throw off his case and give room to his hmbs.
But wise instinct is too strong with him to let hun
think of remaining in this free and shelless conds

tion: he feels that this is not the life for hun, and
retreats to some shelter, nor 13 at case il another
shell incases him, larger, thicker, and therctore
heavier than the former; but which is nevertiweless
necessary to give strength to his moving powers,
and security to his existence. A stmlar necessity
seems entailed on the social condition of man.
Winle man is man, universal expericnce demon

strates that it is essentiil to the safety and even
tu the existence of society, that it be encumpassed
by a great frame work of institutions, which wiglt
be called burdensome, were it not necessary fur
its well being and security. Ve cannot thercfore
Join with those, who, because they think—and
perhaps traly think—they perceive great defects
{n existiug national churches, would therefure have
i} national churches abolished, or, becruse some
evils can be traced to the union of church and
state, proclaim that these ought never to be nni-
ted. We think that such sweeping assertions
bear on the face of them a presumption of bewng
erroneous. They are contrary to the general prin-
ciple guiding us to socil amelioation—reform.
not destruction. They are false as to the particu-
lar case. As religion is a necessary element m
the existence of civilized may, it must make a ne
cessary part of the frame of society in every civil-
ized communty, Religious institutions and esta
blishments will grow out of, and along with, every
civilized community. They may grow symmetriclly
with the greatstem, a part of it, giving aud reces

ving strength and harinony as they nse andspread
together, or standing out from it, unshapely and
cumbersome, exposed to be severed by sume pass

ing blast, to the ruin of trunk and oftshoot. Asit
can never be a matter of indifference to the com-
munity how these things are arranged, we main-
fain that when government or people have the
power of modelling the religions frame-work, so
as to suit it to exisling circumstances, they nngh

tily err if they neglect the opportunity. They
have indeed only to do with the frame work, bat,
it is exceedingly important that that frame work

taunng the fabnic. It 13 surely the interest of every
commumty to provide religious instruction for «ll
its members. It is ns interest that the mmsters
of religion have a competent education, and that
they be so paid and mamtained that they hase
neither the temptations of wenlth or poverty to
struggle agamst, buty witheut fluttering the pass.
wus of either lugh or luw, be prepared to devote
their whole energies to the sacred cause 1 winch
they enguge.

Shortly to speak, we are oursclves voluntaries;
buty, weare sy stematic voluntanies, So far from be-
g opposed to what 1s called the voluntary sys.
tem, we beheve, that, as rehynion must have an
enistence 1n evéry civilized eommumty, so that ex-
1stence imust ge voluntary,  We believe that every
civilized commumty must m somehow will to sus-
tain an estabiistunent for thie mawntenauce of reli.
gion—that tlus1s & necessity of 1ts existence, asa
civilized society—but we assert that tins will ought
10 be exerted 1n a systematic form; and that they
who aflirm that the whole community, though
willing to support relizion, ought not as a comuy-
nity to give 1t ths support, would 1mpose on usa
prnciple false in theory, meflicient, injurious, and
daagerous in praclice.

\We are aware that, as a reply to facts and reas-
olngs un Uns subject, 1t is usual to refer to the
cxample of the Umted Siates. We have no ob-
jection. In the history of that people we have an
example ol systematic voluntarvism, and of un-
systematic—of a comnuniy willing as a body to
establish rehigion, and earry g the will into act.on,
aud of other cominumtes, not so umting for tins
purpose. The fathers of New Bugland crossed
the wide Atlantic for these western wilds, for the
express purpose of theee establislung thew rels.
aion, and they succeeded in their object.  As ther
abodes spreadalong each streanr, and thronghou:
cach valley, rehgion was settled with them. It was
a dhstinctive feature of their polity, that provision
shuuld be made for its support, and care taken that
every member of the conununity should be traed
up in the knowledge and practice of its precepts,
In the other sections of the territory now forming
the umon, nosuch purpose was carried iuto effect.
They trusted to unsystematic voluntaryistn, Here
then the expenment has been tried—let us look
at the results.

Whocever knows new England, knows that its
sopulation are a church provided and church-go-
ing people. Umiversal testunony tells us that m
pomt of moral character they excel. It is appa-
reat, that in other respects, their social condition
must surpass their neighbours, for, under their



