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by causing a very serious
loss to the Temporalities’
Fund of our Church, the
Comuiittee were placed in a
difficult and delicate positivn.
There were different classes
of claimants on the Fund,
the first of whom—the Commuting Minis-
ters—had so strong a lezal and equitable
claim thar it was felt to be impossible to
resist it, even had the Commitiee felt it
their duty to have contemplated doing so.
It is almost unnecessary to state again the
foundation on which this claim rests.
Briefly, however, we may say that when
the Cierzy Reserves were seculariz.d the
ministers who then occupied charges in our
Church might lezally have appropriatcd to
themselves the amount at which their in-
come was valucd and the capital sum of
which would have been the pruperty of each
one of them, to be used for his own pur-
poses. A different cours¢ was fullowed,
and the large amount which would have
been scattered was thrown into onc fund.
The annual aliowaace which each of the
commuting ministers wasentitled to reccive
was $600, but in order to extend the bene-
fit of the pariial endowment to as many as
possible, §150 of this was allowed to
remain to be distributed to the newly
inducted ministers at the rate of §200 a

have declined to consider the legal aspect
of thecase as respeets cluims upen the Tem-
poralitics’ Fund,so we refrain from touching
upon the varivus proposals that have been
made to medify the mauner in which the
Fund is at present distributed. These
may both be discussed in their proper time.
What we would now ask is that our con-
gregations should make a united, systematie
and sustained effrt to meet year by year,
and as part of their re.ular cuntributions,
the amount necessary to meet the growing
necessitics of the case.  The time for spe-
ciul, spasmodic and fitful cffort has passed
away. We are now able to ascerwin clearly
and measure exactly the aavual amount
that must be raised. Were all to contribute
in proportion to their means the sum fromn
cach congregation would not be excessive
n. T beyoud the ability of even the pourest.
For it must be borne in mind that accord-
ing to the means of each is the sum expee-
ted. If a congregation is poor, few in
numbers, and those few not blessed with
this world's wea:th, it nced not te ashamed
to send what it can, nor need its members
blush to find their small offering acknowled-
ged beside that of the wealthy, who may
give as many dollars as the others give
cents, and that without giving up a single
luxury. Can we say that this has always
been the rule? It would not be difficult in
going over the list of those whose names
appear as contributors to show that many
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the reduction in value of the Commercial
Baok ahares, and to increase the availabie
fands required to meet the wants caased
by the natural increase of charges. As we
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ters. Let any just claim be put fairls
befure our people, let its ends and objects
be properly explained and the reasons why
it should be attended to plainly set forth,



