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ROMANISM IN CANADA.
DY TUE REV. PRINCIPAL 1). H. 'MACVICAIt,

D. D., L. L. D.,* IN TUE PUES. 11EV.
It is cstiniated that Canada lias fivo tinies 1

as inucli fertile area as8 lritain and France,
which supp)ort eighty millions of people,
and, should, therefore, be capable of sus-
taining a populatioii five tiuies as large as
theirs. its reso)urces cfalkiiîds arelprac-
tically inexhaustible, aîd its commercial
relations and connections %with other couni-
tries are being,: rapidly developed. Many
lines cf fir.ît-cîass slîips and ocean steamiers
are ongaged in the carrying trade of the
St. Lawrence ; and thie Canadian Pacifie
Railway, strct..lîingi froim the Atlantic to
the Pacific -the construction of wrhich in
a few years grave proof cf tho spirit andi
eniergy of the people-f urîîislies tie short- .
estlîîgrli%%wy by muîre tlîanatlîousand miles
acro.3s this Continent Letwveeil Liverpool
and H-ong Kong. he provinces cf the
Domninioni are unitedl uîîdcr une federal
goverinent, anti wcro draw'n into this
unlion$ iii spite of (lifierences of race, cree:
and local interests, inia tiie of profuund
peace, and wvithout an appeai tu the sterii
logic cf war. So far as the constitution,
theo theory and principles cf responsible
governinent, are concerncd, there is no
berieus crievance of -liich to coumplaîn.
'\Nith a single exception, to whichi atten-

tin riliineently ue directed, the peuple
to ailte provinces e.njoy the fullest iieas-
ure of civil'and r-IiigiouàÀ liberty and the.
advanLa'ges of aduiÏrable education and'
municipal indtitutions. But the couiutry
is ini its infancy, w4th a population of only
Ibetveei five and six millions, and because
this is the case, and it is ceitaiin in the
iiear future to have live tiies that niumib-
er, the.consideration cf the great forces-
s.)cial, poitical, eduýat.Ona1, andreligious.
-ivhicti înouid the national life is a mnatter
of tlîe utniost importance. \Veé pr:opose,
tierofore, te consider eRoîiaism as. one
of thiese potent, forces, and iii doingf' su ive
sha111izave to deal chiefly37 with the Province
Quabec and its .French population of over
one million ? for while Ronanisinisspread,
iire or less; over the wh.lole boiiwiou,.
a id inost persistent in its propaganidisas
i.î ail places, it is liere ccnicentrat-ed in fuli'
f irce, pussesses doluinaît, pnwver, and hias
hi d( a carcer of more than tiwo centuries -
surely surely sufficient timne tu enable us
1%, juaît; of ifs outcoîne. ..The Roman
(athoiic Church is estab!islied by ]aw iii

the Province of Quebee, and possesses exi-
dowints and otlier sources of revenue of
untoid value. fier legal status, in a gen-
eral sense, caîî bu readily deternîined, but
it ie extremiely diflicult-indeuid, utterly
impossible te obtain fuli information as to
lier possessions and incoie. The policy
of the Churchi of Romne in ail tliings is
secrccy. Whiile slelpubliclyanaittliiatizes.
secret socities, lier wlile nahinery, whiclî
ia Canada is passing into tho hiands of £1-
traînunitniats, is mmovcd by invisible-'
springs. fier inetliods cf business arc as
subtie as lier casuistry and tlîeology.
Protestant Churzhes, .Bankiing-I{ouses,
)Jeiievolentrlstitutionis, and Civil <,'overni-
ints statedly pul>lishi tîjeir incoiie and
expenditure; but tue Romiali Hierarchy
spr-ea1s a veil cf darkness over ail sucli
natters. In 1862 the writer addressed a.

lette to a distinguislîcd stitesmlaa, asking
for information as to the resources cf the
Churcli, anîd recuived in answer this state-
ment "I regret to say that no comipil-
ation lias ever been mnade up cf the endowv-
iients cf the Church of Ronie in Canada,
It ouglIit to haive beemi done long ago, 2ind.
shiould be donc stil]. Riad tiiese endow-
ients beemi in Tpper Canada, no doubt it

would have b.-en (lune long ago - but tlîe
Protestants cf Lower Canada, as 1 suspect
you will find out, arc exceedingly civ Ai tu
Ëormanisn. lin Siuith's ' History cf Can-
ada' yen ivill find a list cf thie lands hield
bv thme Ruîiaxiii Catlici Chiurch at the
ÇConquest, baxt as to lier acqLiSitiùlnS since
fromn public grants axmd pri% ate bequeats i
knowv cf ni, miode by -wlicli you can arrive
at it ? A coimnxitt2-e cf the flouse of As-
semnbly coud lay ail bare, but where is the
nian mn Par iaxnent who dare iiove for itl
A4nd if lie did, liow xnammy votes wvould lie
get? Raif a dozen, perhar.s, veliement
atbuse frei the ]Rvonaxi Catholica, and thme
cold shoulder frein sagpcious Protestants
as a Yery vi>lent inan."

The auth ir of this statenient iras net
ignorant or irresolute. Rie ivas a mnan cf
force and.p3>netration,. and well inured te.
the strifes and. tuinuits cf the political-
arenia; yet hiere is a task wlîicli lie acknow-
ledg.es slxould be perforîned, but wlmicli
miither lie ueor alay other public m.-Ln in
Canada is fit te accoxiplisli because cf the-
deferenco shown te tue pelitical puwer cf
tlîe fiierarchy. The granta of land te,
îvhiclx he r ,fers amonnt iii ail te 2)114,U19
awre. This is e:- c.usive cf prîvate gîîtu,
an.d cf niucii rcal estate obtained, frei
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