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Lumbermen’s Associntion

The amual meeting of th> Western
Retall Lumbermoen’s  asscelution way
opeiied In Winnipeg on Wedunesday
cevening, wlith o pool attendance of
Loth active and honorary members,
amang the latter being uoticed D €
Cameroll, of the Rat Portage Lum-
ber Co., Mr. Beeclier, of ths DBritish
Columbla mills, Timber and Trading
Lo., XR. Mathers, of th» Keewatin
Luamber (o., David Ross, lumber
mannfacturer, of Whitemouth, ant
others.

In the absence of president Jas. B
Mathers, of Glenboro, who is in
British Co'umbin at present, th> chair
wis taken by vice-president IL.Byrnes,
of Wiunlpey, who after the reading
and adoption of the minutes of the last
meeting proceeded to read the follow-
ing address:

Ta the members of the Western
Retal Lumber As:ceiation:

Gentlemen:

It affords me wuch pleasure to wels
come 50 many members to this our
elghth annual meeting. I am pleased
to congratulate you upon the suecess-
fut  amd prosperous year just closed
in all brancihes of business and spe-
cialy in the lumber trade. Our prov.
ince and adjoining territory has been
blessed  with a  bountiful harvest,
which has enabled the public in gener-
al to settie thieir linbiiities as prompt-
Iy as usual, thus plaging traudde o a
firm and substantial basis. There ap-
pears to be a favorable prospeet for
& goud Immigration to onr land next
geasonr, which will certainly bave a
beneficial  influence on  the lmmber
trade,

Your directors as requested at the
last annual meeting, looked into the
matter of fire insurance also au tele-
graphic code. Your secretary com-
muniente:t with the secretary of the
Northwestern Lumber Assceiation of
Mimneapods, and from mformation re-
celved your directors deemed it not
advisabe to  attempt forming a lire

insurance company at  the pres.
ont  time, as our wmewber-
ship is uot largo cnough to

to ensure its success, and considerable
expense wouid be mcucred w procuring
afcharter, etd., Two telegraphic codes
were purchased, and after (oaking uto
the watter we came to the conclu-
sion that they would be seldom used,
and would in aff yrobability jead to
toniusion and mistuakes as they are
couplicated, there bang so many Jdif-
feren grades, sizes an ! length of luwm-
bor. anu few manuficturers use the
£amM0 teris,

We wish to express our thauks o
thie Ilat Portage Lumber Cu. and
othor honorable members who so
kinday entertained us Iast sumiaer, by
. luwper excurs.on through Lie pic-
turesque Lake ol the Woods agul up
Rainy River to Fort Franecis, which
was one of the most enjoyuable ex-
cursions on record, and was usly ap-
pre~iated by a1l who were able to at-
tona  Our thanks are uleo due the
oifimals of tue Lanadian Pacific Rail-
way (0., whu so generously granted
fro+ trausjortation to all mewbars at-
tenaing.

We regret very much the removal,
by death, of three of our esteemed
brother members, Mr, uibimrd of Wa-
peila; My, Wyatt, of Virden, and Mr.
Nicho!l, o! Doissevain, during the past
seur.

At our last annual meeiing our mem-
bership. stood at 164, during the year
4 honorary and 15 active members
were accepted by your directors nad
secretary, 21 have withdrawn or sold

THE COMMERCIAL

out to  others who  belong
NOW m thelr stend, leaving
our mombership  at  this  press

thpt yoar. This is jndoed gratilyin
as our increase for 1897 wns onfy
oter the year previous. Durlng the
Year a gteut wmany applications were
refused, as they were from pulnts
where there are sufliciant yards to
supply the trade and ia fact in many
cases one member less at these puinta
would bo an improvement lnstesd of
one extra. I all  these appulcants
wore able to get stock the.compotition
woukl be &0 great and the
business of each so much ‘ess, it would
have a  very depressing Infuchce
on the financial ability of n great
many which would soou result in fail-
ure, dand our honorary members
wonhtl eventuully have to shounlder n
Jarge portion of tlie losses.

Before closing, I wish to thank my
fellow officors for their very able as-
sistanee and faithful work performed
during the past year. Al matters
brought bLefore them received their
most careful attention and consider-
ation.

VWe are glad to see so mauy mem-
bers present nt the meeting. A pleas-

ant and profitable Tfeature of thiy
couvention is the bringing together

membders, active and honorary, rve-
newing ol8 acquaintances and form-
ing new ones, and leading: to free and
full discussion on all matters relat-
iniz to the trade.

Mauy subjects no doubt will come
up at this r.eeting, which 1 trust wi'l
receive your most careful considera-
tion. I am yours truly,

JAS. B. MATHERS President.

MMr. Dyrnes added a few words of
tompent to the address, statlag that
the past year had been a good one,
the demand for lumber having been
lerge, aud prosperts for tho new year
was very favoruble.

The lrauncial statement was next
rreentey by Secretary-Treasmer
John Dick, and adopted. It showed
to:at receipts ol $2,618, of which $748
was carriedl forward from Jasy year,
the balunce being made up of fee8 and
dues. Disbursentents were $1 389,
lenving a balance in the bank o $i29.
‘The rrincipal 1tewss o7 expense were
saluary and travelling expeuses 0, the
rorretary aud cxpense of meeting of
dire:tors. L

Alter the disjosal of the reports, the

elect o6 0 Ofitcer, wavy poucee le ) with, |

rosulting as .oMews.  President, H.
Bsraes, Winmpeg. vice-president, R.
1. U Mara, Lraudodn.

Me:srs. Campbell, Stevens and  Me-
Manus were appointed to nominate g
boara at dite.tors.  ‘Fhey seletted the
fodvwing names, which were acceepted
and contimmea by the meeting: AL M,

stewary, of Morden; A J. Hughes, of

rouris. Wm. JArmstrong, ortaze Ia
Ixaivio G. M. Miler, Virden; It A.
Caddy, Ainuelo n, I Sprague, Win-
nipeg. = ¢
After the elections no business was
brought formally before the meetﬂinﬁ.
but 1 lengthy informa! discussion fol-
lowed, principaliy on the question of
living up t¢ the by-laws.  While the
houorary meoibers were restricted in
certain ways, It was claimed that the
ruies {n thelir tavor weate not lived up
10 as they should be by the active
members. One representative of o
targe munufacturing company fndeed
statel thav un'ess this rule was more
closely: obwserved, his' company woulid
withdraw from tho asvociation. Two
of the new directors intimated that
thoy could not aceept office ynleszan
understanding was, come to to ade

here to the by lngws. It was urged
that the thue had come when the by
laws shiould he and could Le enrried
out. [t was wrged that the how
nanufacturors, who are members of
tho as.g:lation, shouid have the sup-
port of tho retail dealers, in view of
what they had dose and were doliuyg
for the aswclation. It was polutad
out thau tumbier prices were advancing
in the States. Some of the retu.
dealers stated they had brought oy,
lumber I from the States on accoun
ol the «aifficulty in getting dry st n
from,¢he mills here Insome lines, Sone:
agaln ought in low grade stuff 1y
gomaetc vvm,\hx otli\er (geulers j{ll thor
erritory. Mr. Armstrong 8ail th,t
while the United States lua.
ber was offered cheaper o,
n few qualities, yet taking it .l
through, there was nothlug In favor
of the lmported stuff in the line of
jower prices. He considered the (un-
adinn fumber worth $1 per thousiml
more than the imported, except on
a few low grades.

It ways stated that the home ma.-
Iacturers would be able to supply
the trade this year at as low prus
as imported stuff. One deajer stated
that In hiy distriet hunbor was bejug
hanled across the boundary bLy vcon-
swmers who evaded the duty.

After much desultory discussion of
this nature, it was decided to adjuuru,
to meet again th2 following evening.
In the meuntime the new bourd of
directors would meet with the ol
ject of formulating a poliey to .y
before the mecting when it should re-
assemble, )

Tihe meeting was resusied on T huws.
day evemng and & further disgieeinn
foltowed o much the same e e
o tiwe previous evemig. Thy diree
tores were not able to report .
deeided plan for action, but the jre.
vailing opin.on seamed to be that an
effort shouid be made to enforee the
by-laws more effectively. The awee-
tore wilt take up the question of prices
ete., with  the manafacturers.  angd
hope to have something to  repourt
ghortly.

The Lumber Trade.

The saw wmill at Pine River, Man.,
on the Dauphin ralhway, owned by
T. A. Burrows, was burned on Satur-
day last..

A saw mill has beer ervected by the
Colnmbin Lumber Co., of Golden. BC,
at & point about two mlles past of
Notch Hill. The company’s wmill at
Go'den has been enlurged and supplied
with new plant, which will lnereage
the capacity to £0,000 to 90,00v feet
per jlay. The new plant Includes a
complete new steat power plant of
400 horsepower, and a machine shop.
The company’s mill at Moberly was
burned down on Feb. Z,

The Montreal Trade Bulletin says.
The present year has comunenced with
bright prospects for the humber trade,
prices having advaunced Irom 10 tol13.
per cent on the common grades, and
as much as 20 per ceat o the beiter
qualities, Lumber, which a short time
ago could have been “bought at 7
to $3. Is now worth $9 o $10. und
other kinds, which were selhag at
S10 aro. now worth $12. There Js
considerable excitement in the Ot
tawg Jumber sections, jwhere United
Statés buyers have been-making lnrge
purchages, for. Tonawanda. A party
in the trade here stated to the writer

at fie never remombered so many
Unlted States buyers being around-
the hotels at Ottawa as there have
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