Winnlpeg to Yortage 1la Pralrie to
conneet the two systems the reduc-
sion will be made.

Portage In Prairice.

This important Mauitoba centre is
sharing fully In the general prosperity
w hich has fallen to the lot of the ng-
riciltural distriets of western Canada
for the past two years. 'the chief
town of the most thickly settlel and
highly cultivated portion of this
prairie province, and to some extent
n railway centre as well, it is tound
to progress rapidly and in time to be
a large and Influential agricultural
town., Conditiong In this place ave at
present exceedingly encouraging. The
grain crops are nearing maturity aud
glve promise of an abundant yicld.
money is fairly plentiful even at this
time ne 2 result of the success of last
year's agricultural  operations; the
proportion of indebtedness to  gross
tnvestment 18 very mwach smaller than
herctofore Many of the farmers have
money to lend, and the general mer-
cantile business of the town is on a

THE COMMERCIAL

plied by G. ¥, Stephens & Co., of Win-
nipeg.

Thomas Metealfe is making exton-
sive Improvements In his mill and Is
bullding an eJevator, which ho ox-
pe ts to have completed In abtout
two weeks,

Some ldea may bo gatherel of the
extent and magnitude of the business
done In Portage I Prairie when it
is learned that there are reveral re-
tail trading concerns hero which hiave
an aanuatl tarnover of upwards of
$100,000 ecach, One of the most in-
teresting  Ttu.iness concerns in Port-
age 1a Prafrie Is the Farmers® Trading
company, which does a strictly retail
business, nnd extonds this not only
throughout the district imme liately
tributary to Portage ln Pralrie but
to all parts of the province as well,
using the mall ordor svstem. Thig
company handles all kinds of farmers’
suppies, provisions, implements, ete.
Crighton's tea establishment Js an-
other intevesting and progressive
Portage la DPrairie concern. = Other
lines of &ousehold goolds are also

the produce market is stiffening up
rapidly and numerous telegrams were
shown to prove the assertion.  These
telegeams coming from Manitoba
quote:d ereamery at the factories nt
161-2 and 17 conts and joblers
claim that with charges added the
lowest price creamery can be sold at
to-day is 2001-2 to the trade. As re-
gards dairy there are so many differ-
ent grades and so muoh of the infer-
ior grade on the market that it is
difficult to give a fair price and It
can only be quoted at from 14 to 18,
All the jobbers in Vancouver and Brit-
ish Columbia urge The Commerclal
through your correspondent to keep
hamniering away at the butter ship-
pers fn Manitoba to send their hutter

in  bhetter shape. If the farmers,
storekeepers and creamery people
conld but see the shape it reaches

here in. even when sent in refripger-
ators they would refrain from embar-
rassing the trade as they do.  Mr,
Giriffin. produce merchant here, states
that in despatr he recent-
1y sent word to a shipper to bo more

MiLl AND ELEVATOR OF THE LARE or THE WO00DS MILLING CO., PORTAGHK LA IPRAIRNE, Max.

safer and more congervative basis.
Building has not heen very extensive-
ly entered into in Dortage la Prairie
this year, which Is not an unfavorable
sign. as the number of business pren-
ises was somewhat in excess of re-
quirements for  time, wwd the sur-
plus accommodation is very wisely be-
ing utilized before {resh additions arve
made. There is one Important excep-
tion in this respect, however, that is,
a new block which is being erceted on
Qagkatchiew an avepue~the main bus-
iness thoroughfare—by LLir. Cowan,
to be oteupied by J. & 1. Brown's gen-
era] store ‘This block Is 7Hx80 feet.
three stories and basement. ‘The
Messrs., Brown will ozeupy two floors
and basement and the top floor is to
be reserved for a lodge room for the
Oddfellonws and other frateraal or-
ders. The building is of brick and will
be a handsome addition to the II'IHI-
ness: )n'vmises of the town. Griffith,
of Winnipex s the architect.

The Hudson’s Bay Company prem-
jsez here are being improved by the ad-
dition of a fine plate glass front sup-

handie:d. '

The business of Marlatt & Houssor,
lumber dealers, is now carried on un-
der styie of G. B. Houssar & Co.

Portage Ia Prairie bas several indus-
tries, the most conspicuous of which
i the big flour mill of the Lake of the
Wood~ Milling company. This 15 a
strictly first-class mill, both in re-
speet to capacity aud the thoroughly
modorn nature of its equipment. The
famous hard wheat of the DYortape
pilaing is converted intq flour at this
mill. and shipped westward to Aus-
tralia, China, Janan, ¢te., as well as
castward to Great Britain, whiie the
domestic trade of the milt extends from
Victoria, B. C., to Halilax, N. S.--in
aut all over our broad Dominion. We
show herewith a cut of the Lake of
the Woods company’s mill and elevator
at Portage 1a Praine.

Business at Vaticouver.

vancouver, Aug. 1.—Thero were num-
erous changes in-tho market during
the past week., Jobbers declare that

caraful with his shipmaznts: or e woull
cease handing his produce. To hls
disgust the next shipmont that came
arrived In smaller pats than over,
some of them scarcely weighing half
a pound and so small that they were
almost running like oil. The trade
here are dumfoundel at the ignoranze
dgisp'ayed by the shippers in Manitoba
as to how goods should basent tobo
fit for use in the outside market. Dur-
inz this liot weather the butter shoull
come packed in tubs to 10 taken on
its arrival here to the cold storage and
made up inte pound sgquares, th? add-
il moisture neccessary to making it
over adding to the bulk and conse- -
quently not adding to the cost of the
butter, as there are some four pounds
more added in every twenty-five
pounds.

The creamery peodle object to this.
claimiug that the grain of the hut-
ter is affected. Johhers say that this
is so. but to a slicht degree only, and
the s:Uing power of the hutter Ly
the prooess is much jnercased, as it
is displayed fu firm tempting looking



