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The' retura of the Canadiats sealors froin
). Behring Se& will &gain draw attention tu tht:

question lu dispute concerning thcs northera
wvaters. The sealing scason for 1990 le now
about overi* and no furthér teitures of Canadian
veaseis have beon made. *This la satlsfactory
lu isaeif, but it dace not sottie the <question for
the fùttire. What the policy of the United
States nîay ho hereafter la a matter for con.
jeeturo. It 1e hardly likely that the WVashing.
ton authorities have declded tos abandon their
protenalons as to the, vIrtuai ownorship ef tMils
vass ses, and it rnay ho expected that tha ques.
tion wilI corne up agalu ln some forin or other,
unlesa ln tho nicantirno au agreecrntshelouid be
arrived at hetwecn the governmeuts iutercstcd.
The queatosi bas asnmed a broader as.pect froinL tiie fact that this acazon a Germnu echooner,
was cngaged ln the sealing lnduatry ln Blehring

Sms. Tho righte of scalers ini the ses la tiierc.
fore notiiow a question soleiy btwccu the
British Empire and the United States. This
new aspect o! the caue must bc taken into ac.
count. Any agreement botwecn l3ritain and

ei United States as to the conditions under
which thec seallug industry auld bc carried on
lu B3ehring Ses, wouid not be binding i.pon
other nations, any more thau would the procla.
mation of the president doclaring the sea ciosed,
he considered blndlng upon British subjects,

d sud coula only bc enforccd on the principle
that-mightilaright. But evenluiavent tJtat
the WVashington Governmeut has declded to
abandon its absurd dlaims, thoeo le etill the
question, of compensation for the. outrages cons.
mitted upon Canadlan scalers ln past yearo.
Thîe Behring Ses question cau nover Le con.
sidered settled until tbese dlaims are satisfied,
cither lu connection with or indepenrieut of tbo
question of jurisdiction lu Behring Ses.

It is satisfactary we say that the present'
muaon bas gone by witbout fuartiier aggressive
action on the part of the. United States. Tihe

G situation was certainiy serious a short tlîne ago,
and the. Washington policy of inaction in
Behbring Sea, carrled ont this scason has pro.

vented the. maLter. froni having becu brought ta
a vcry undesirablecrisis ore this, l tis mat.
ter the.aggressian bas ail beau an the part of'
the UTnited States. The British Cloverument
bas beýê'û 7V*ory maderato in -deaiing witb- the.

id question,, especially wben, *eý cônsider the ex.
*tremae- rneublres 8o boldly carriei ont by the.

United Statis.' But tiioughgreat moderation
and caution, Iha éliaractcrÏlied'aecry a;ction af
the British Governijient, British rights have
beru quletiy but firrnly iiiaxutaînod. The con.
troveray bas gane on for yesrs, aud though the
boid policy ada'pteà by the United'States bas

failed ta brlbg ilout any baaty actionfranis
Great BrtaWiI bas aiea failed to tring about
asny yldlni,,tp GEd if t rights lu Behring
Ses. The action of the, two Governu enta bas
from, the fiet, beený wldeiy *.dlfferent. On the.
nue #and »ere 'vu reakiusa aggrsv.ness,

whilo on thie other, moadération was carried
almoat ta tho point cf iveal<ncs.

Tho intter, howaver, coîîld flot renisin ln-
dolinitcly lu that shape. U The action a! the
Ulnited States was auch as ta cîther compel tho
British Goi'erntnont tes ylec ta its dlainis, or ta
takso a firn etànd où the defeusive sud sey,
4'tluse far ahi no fartber." <3nadually but
slowfy tbe Briltish Ooverrnntnt was foreed, lu
malntalufng lti r1l<ht», ta take tiis étand. This
carne at luit lu thé note froin Lord Salisbury
luat spring, wbich gavé a formai proteat against
f-irthur seizures, snd intlmatecd that "the
United States Would Le hold responsibie for
tlioecousequences." This note was drawn forth
by the deciaratizn thât the Washington Oovern.
ment would continue ta pursue the policy af
maklng soizuires this scasat. Iu order ta pro.
pare» for thý "conseqluenccs," a fluet of British
war shipa was gathcred at Esquimnaît naval
station, but happlly their services wore nt
requircd. Tite United States authorities liastily
counterrnanded orders ta the officors of revenue
cutte rs, and the seubrn has passed aver wvithout
any further aggrsivo 'action. Thns a vcry
dangerous situation bas for the tinice beu
pissed, and it le ta Le hapod that before another
scalig suson comcaearoundl the question wili
Le auslcabiy settled.

It would bave liccu a' si blot upon niue.
tenth century civiliztion if this matter hadt led
ta hostilities hetwcen the two foremost nations
ai the wQrld. Tho responsîbility for snch a
d.,p1oanlo remuit would certaiuiy have rested
upon tho United 'States,' which bau borsn the
aggressor ail aiong lu this niatter; but wheu it
cause ta the point of provoking ho3tilities bap.
pily that country shrunk fron Lb. remuit.

lu Canada, and aiso Lhraughout the Empire,
there le no questioli as to the justice of aur
cause, and tes ite injuatièe of the dlaimýs of the.
United States. At the sanie Lime, evèry dis.
position has borsn shnwn on this saie, to enter
inta a reasonablo agreement for thé protection
of sais. This lu itseif wouid Le yieiding a
point ouirside. On tho other baud, there la
nat lu the United States a unanimon§ beilef lu
the justice of the dlaims put. forth hy that
couoitry. A portion'o! the proe asa peopie,
inclading saie prailnant journals sud leiiding
mon, declare.the dlaims of their own Goveru.
ment as untonabie. When iesalg men lu the.
Uoited States will stand up and say that their
country le wronu, us sanie of thsen, bave beau
hone8t cuough ta do, iL goes a long way ta
Ehow that public opinion lu that country would
net sanction furthei extreme measures on the-
part cf their Governînent. Thore Wa no- doubt
a lîmited clasa of population abéut the great
dities who voàid* évcn push thé maLter
tes the point af hostilities. Such people are
enemies of humanity, and. h ecause they are such
Lhey 'wduld wecie a disturbance' on gênerai
principies. We ana6t bbt belleve, hoÇvever,
that the. com mon sense of tii. United States le
desiraus cf an arnîcabla settiernent ôf the. ques.
Liait lu a manner fair to'&Ù cdnoeilaed. W.
further belies'. tisat the commou* sensa i6f the
United States la friendl1y tes this couutry and ta,
the. great race wheuce iL detived ite origin, néot.
wltbstanding that indications on ti. surface
sômetîmea point io the coiitrary- -Uîîhipplly
far the. frlendly feelngs Ywnicb shoeid sexiet ba.

tweu thse tNwo great na tions of tae Engliah.
speaking world, what la Lormed Iltwlstlng tho
lion'A taîl,11 la a factor ln United States politics.
A wnlter lu Jfaris.rs' Magazines oi New York,
rccontly admltted thus fact But for Lhe part
this factor piaya lu Uuited States politlc,
Il las certain tes conclude that Lhe Behring Sea
qjuestion wotild have-beau settled long ago. If
thîs feature coab Letamped out cf polîtica lu
that counitTy, tiuga v<ould go mote amaatioly
b>itween tho Empire and the Ropuhie. WVhore.
erer British sud Uited States intaresto carne
together, outnide of this political aspect af tii.
case, the must friondly feeling la sbowu ta
exiat. When Canadiaus or other British sub.
jects visit tho United States, they are, Ms &
rule, received witb niarked feelings of favor,
sud the sani e true of United States clizena
vialtiug Canada or sother portions a! the. Empire.
If miatteils of au officiai nature bctween the re.
spective governmante coa bc conslderad lu
the isane way, and devoad the. "ltau twisting
feature" thora wouid ha no Lwo governînenta
lu Lbe worid lu greater accord than that cf tb.
British Empire sud the. United States. lVar
instance, if iustead cf boidly takiug the law lu
iLs own bauds, sud lu a hiostile snd uufrieudly
marner seizing Canadiu vessaI an the. higii
seas, the. United States lied askad the. British
Govarument ta co.operste lu the. protection of
seat e lifot 'wouLld have received a uloat cordial
aaut ta the proposition. Sncb a plicy wouid
bave been honorable ta a great nation, but It
woild nat have served certain milserable paliti.
cal ends, benco iL wss nlot adopted.

Thte lust published correspondeuce cf au
officiai nature on Lhe Behring Sms question con-
taiued a proposai front Lord Salisbury ta subnit
the inatter te arbitration. This Boems the auiy
fait way lu which the. question eau b. settled,
short of Lb. United States abandonlug Uts pro.
tensions ontirely sud allowing the. sealing in.
teret ta tak. cate of itself. It ln to be hopea
tbe good sanie of the. people will force Lbe.
Governînent inta accopting *a proposions ai this
natute, ses as to prevent a passible recurrence of
the dangarons situation wbich existedl a short
Lime ago. Auy disputes as tes the. Atlantic
fiheries could b. considercd at the. sanie tîime.
Canada mikgit aveu yletd s point or two lu re-
gard ta the Atlantic fisheries, ench for instance
as the according o! commercial rigiita tas 'United
States fisbing schooners. If this would seoure
'the setulement ai axistlug disputes, snd the.
frlendship o! tho Repubie, IL couda nat be dons
too quickiy. The people cf Canada and the
United States ara af the saine race, language
and civilization, snd IL shauld be the almi a!
acii country ta remove sny cause for unfriend-
liness now exiatiug, or wbich may couxe up lu
tii.future. Canadia, or atIcest a very large
majority of thern, are very-frlendly taward the
United States, but the liarsh treatment we hava
raceived in'thlaBeiiring Sez maLter, bas héez»
anyting but wbat w. siionid expect lu returu
froni the big Republic, 'snd IL bas certainly
caused.a feeling of rossentuient lu quartiers wiiere
it dldnot existhafore. qo longuaneaucipolicy
la purstièd toward tus coi4try, the sentiment
'of anxation, whlch snme people lu tbe United
StatiWlke ta tslk about là notlkoiy ta make
mueh -rog'ress lu ths cou"ntry. lu fa6 tiiere

ai, ludlet es tatte uil ily àctlouof thé


