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dian Press Association, and a couple of ionlis ago
was elected ils prcsidenat by a unumiimouis vote. Mr.
Pirie married the eldest dauighîter of Mr. Joseph
McCauslanîd, of jarvis St., Toronto. lie lias becotmte
as popuîlar in Dutda.s and tie Wentworths as ie
was and is in Toronto ivire so mlany years of lais
life were spen:, ,and it is a safe predictiont that lie
wl yet becote as promninent and infhiential in politics
as lie is in journalisti.

TYPE-SETTING MACHINES
TI) thr Edfitor f Printrfr smnd Puibttsr:

DI)As< Si,-.--In several issues of your excellent
pilblication, wlicl is so interesting to the craft
generallv, i have read articles concerning type-setting
machinles, but most newspaper maen have not, as yet,
got as intch information as they would like about
thetn. \When vere thev invented, and where ? What
offices in Catnada use thei ? Ilow long will a uachine
last ? Wlat is the average dIay record ? You say it
will not pay for a weekly paper to buy one. liow
as that ? If a ittachilne sets twentv coluinus of tlatter
in a week, which is just the exact numîber of columnas
some weekly papers set, wlhy will it not pay to get
the iachine to set il ? H Iave the tachines passed
the "expxerimiental " stage, and are they now a success
beyond peradventure ? These are soute of the questions
miany a newspaper maan down by the sea " vo has
iever seeti the machines would like to have aunswered.

Yours fraternally,
Pictou, N. S., March :3. AtnasT DIIF.:s

Inventors have been struggling with type-setting
itachines for about two score years, and nany of the

earlier products in tiis lite are stowed awav in a
rmo in the Linotype factory in raooklyn, N. Y.
The Linotype and thie I'ypographl aie the only type.
setting machnes knaown in Canada, as they are in
operation in several oflices. The Linotype was forait-
erly known as the Mergeithaler, so namited after its
inveitor. About ten yvars ago a new company was
organized for perfecting the machine, and ther its
namlle was chlanged. It is said that fully a million
dollars have bkeen spentt in hainging lte machine into
ils present condition. The Typograph, or as it is
somaestimes called. the logers, is soie four or live
vears on the market, but like its comupetitor is being
imnproved fromn time to time. Tie Linotype is oper-
ated in the Toronto Globe. Moitreal IIerad, Ilamailton
.Sptectitor anlid in the (aovernenwat Printing Bureau,
Ottawa. 'hie Typograph is uîsed in the 0,tawa
Citizen and the .Ilail, Emnpire, Presbyterian, Grocer and
Euvesing NVews, Tor-onto. ie life of ehlier of thte
machines is ai untiknown quanttity at present, althîougih
the New York Tribune has iow in operation somie
of the Mergeitihalers Iliat were built about a dozen
years ago, and which are claiied by certain of the

operators to be superior to the new ones. To ail
appearances the Typograph will last longer than
the Linotype, there beinîg nuch less delicate and in-
tricate mliachinery in its construction. The Linotype
is a handsme piece of nachinery, and no nean monu.
ment to the brainly milai who yet lives to sec his
wonderful invention gradually supers,ding hand coin-
position. It is clained for the Linotype that it cans
set frot five to eight thlousand eis an hour, but
lite lower figure lias never heen reached in Canada,
except on a spurt and tia hy an expert. The Typo.
graph agents claim that their machine vill produce
frot thrce to five thousand enus an hour, and that
that product can now be exceeded by .the recent
introduction of a new top. Under former conditions
the average operator coulad not exceed two thousand
ani hour, the majority of themu dropping bclow thiat
figure. It is our opinion that the pbllisher of a weelcly
will not find either of these machines profitable.
To rani the machine ly hand is a slow process,
whereas if the best resuîlts are desired power is re-
quired, and in addition a steady hcat, such as given
by gas, is an absolhte niecessity to keep the ietal
in proper condition. These items nay not cost match
per week, but the greatest possible cost to le
considered is the adjustnent of the machines. Witlh
ail the sinmplicity of construction in favour of the.,
Typograph it would not be prudent t commit it to
the care of a good operator only unless lie liad an
intimate knowledgc of the nachiine, and was soute-
thing of a muechanic as well. At tines the Globe
kept two machinists on their staff to look after the
machines, while an expert mnachinist is emiployed to
kcep the various Typographs in this city in working
order. As mnechanical constructions the machines
may have passed the "experinmenta-l" stage, but as
profitable accessories to a printing plant they have
yet to denionstra. their usefulness and economy.
As already stated improvenients have been recently
made in the the top of the Typograph, which in-
dicates that the inveétor is only experinenting, and
il mîîay be possible tha. the fertile brain of Mergen-
thaler :s conjuring somte further improvemuent for the
Linotype. *rte machines can prodice composition
at a certain rate, but what that rate is we in Canada
do not yet know from actual experience. It lias been
stated hy an official in the Dominion Printing Bureau,
Ottawa, that the cost of running one Linotype equals
the wages of four men, while the product fails below
tlat of four average comnpositors. The matrices of
the Iachinles are costly, and ii a future issue thmeir
durability or wearing power will b>c referred to.-
Ed. P. and P.]

TuE dinner of the Irish journalists, whichl took
place in this city on1 March 18, was a decided success,
the orator of the evening bcing Mr. N. F. Davin, M.P.
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