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From tho summer of 1882 to tho autumn of 1885, J udgo Thompson con-
i from all with whom ho camo in contact.
During that poriod moro than ono of thoso that had opposed him in politics
forrod to him as “n light under & bushol,” which mplied that tho dis-
argo of Judicial duties did not aflord nmplo scopo for the exvrciso of his
sucommon gifts.
°3x" fow n?onths ngo, Mr. Thompson, at the urgont and ropeated solicitation
af many frionds, consonted to resign his judgeship, and to entor the Canadinn
ommons, 8s_head of ono of tho most important dopartmonts of the publio
rvico—the Dopartment of Juslice—a position for which his wholo previous
_Haining tended to fit him. Thon, prosto 1—at once bogan o disparagemont
f almost overy quality that ontitled him to tho respoct and confidenco of his
. {ollows, and this by some of the men who, in July, 1882, indulged in ful-
*omo praiso of him, and congratulated the Bench on his olovation theroto,
1t is tho honost opinion of tho writor, that tho journalist or electioneoring
gont that acts inconsistontly und unfairly towards a gontloman of tho-ability
nd worth of tho prosent Ministor of Juslico, would not hositato to act un-
irly and improporly {owards any muan in tho Dominion to whom he happened
bo for the time politically opposed.  Untrammellod by party ties mysolf,
think I have a right to givo such an opivion. Nordo I' hold it without
cason. DBy numbers of mon competont to judge him, the prosont Ministor
A¢ Justico is rogarded ns one of the finest jurists in the whole country, I
* Faol that I am quito within bounds when I say that io is ono of tho most
cholarly, and most effectivo speakers that this I’rovince (perhaps I might
ay, any Province of the Dominion) has over produced. His possession of
%, magnificont legal mind is boyond question ; his integrity, candid honesty
f purpose, and high character, are ubove suspicion ; his qualifications in
vory respect for his onorous position fur beyond cavil. 1f any public man
‘Alosorves o tributo of respect from his every opponent, hio is omphatically ono.
“§Yet the fiond of party would misrepresent and nuilify him without scruplo
4 nd without stint, becauso ho happons to bo in active sympathy with the
i?;‘dolilicnl party, whoso policy seoms to him tho Lest suited to the requiroments
g%‘of tho Dominion. Ah, Party ! what things aro dono and said in thy nante !
1% Fio on thee—fie, fio I
g Sartor REesartus, Ik
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4  But first & word rogarding tho climate. The day wo landed in Rangoon
4 was damp and hot, a trying combination peculiar to theso parls, and vory
% unploasant after the hot, but dry atmosphore of Madras.

2  With a tropical heat, the rainfall oquals 200 inches per annum in some

& riant vegetation, the abundant rice-crop, and the wonderful development of
trees and flowering plants. To them also are due the fovers which make the
§ jungles so unhealthy, and that montal and bodily torpor which betray the
§ Furopean long residont in the country. Une can stand the dry, hot air of a
§ Turkish bath, with the thermometor up to 160 degreos, for hours; Lut ashort
4 stay in a Russian bath, where we havo heat and steam combined, becomes
¥ very unpleasaut ; and in Burmui, we aro in a perpetual steam-hath,

§ Tho dompness in the awr was such, during the fow months I spent in
§ Rangoon, that picturcs would tumblo out of their frames on the walls, tho
B cluo dissolving in it ; bools and saddlery would becomo mildewed in a singlo
g night ; and to keep one’s wearing apparel in good order, 1t was necessary to
g dry it every evomng on a wicker-work framo susponded over a brazier of
8 charcoal. Tho houses aro woll raised from tho ground on piles or pillars of
d stone, and are of the same pattorn as the Indian bungalows,—one-storied
R wooden buildings, with slopiiig roof, venetian windows, and broad veran-
% dahs ; but fow of them are tight cnough to keop out the ceascless rain at
§ this season, and I spent my first mght in bed undor an umbieila and swator-
% proof. Tho umbrellaisa necessary part of one's outfit ; and prottily painted,
28 it usually is, tho Burmeso umbrella is ornamental as well as usoful. Yo
have an umbrella carried above ono by a servant, when taking one’s walks
abroad, is a sign of tho greatest dignity. It used to amuse me to sco the
man I subsequontly lived with, lato a sub. in the R. A., then Assistant Mag.s-
trato of Rangoon, gravely strutting along the streots, followed by a hali-
naked Burman, holding a gaudy umbrella over his head. * Lord of all
umbrolla-bearing nations  is one of tho titles of His Majesty of Ava; nnd a
whito ono may bo borne by none but royalty in his dominions. The
umbrella is also ono of the sacred insignia of tho Burman's roligion. We
find the pagodas surmounted by them, and one has been lately placed on tho
summit of the Shoody Dagoon, cosling many thousand rupoos. Thoclimate
is drier, howover, and pleasanter in Upper Burmah.

The country is rich in vegotable products, thanks to this oxcossive heat
and moisture. = Rice, tobacco, cotton, and indigo are cultivaled, besides the
fruits I have mentioned. Thero aro vast forests of pine and teak-wpod,
much sought after formorly by Nova Scotian ship-buildoers, but tho rapidity
of growth is what is most striking. What wo consider trees here spring to
a height of four and fivo feet n & night, and the thickness and over-growth
of the junglo makes travel, oxcopt by the water highways, almost an impos-
sibility. Apropos of th. rapidity of tree-growth, they toll you what
would soom like a erare t any but an Eastorn traveller——one gots so used to
marvels in theso parts.

It used to bo the custom in Burmah to exccute criminals by strapping
thom naked across the stump of one of theso fast-growing trees, which had
beon cut down to the ground and sharpened for the purpose. His hands
and feot voro hrmly bound to othor stumps in front of aud behind him. In
tho courso of ono night the troo would grow through his body, and in

§ districts. Lo this oxcessive rainfall, and heat combined, are due the luxu-

tho morning bn found flourishing in tho air above him. I regrot to say thia
anccdoto has horotoforo promoted such symptoms of deriston as have pro-
vonted me at the time, from relating more of my Eastern oxperiences.

Tho offect of such n climate upon Liuropeansis, in the long run, vory
doterious. Though liver diseaso is nut su provalent as in somo parts of
India, dintthaea and dysent:ry aro commoun ; and when a man runs down
with such complaints hore, ho cannot pick up azain without leaving the
country, Its offects upon tho norvens system ato particularly marked.
Those who have resided horo long aie blanehud, langud, and tromulous. A
prolonged gojourn may even lead to suftening of the brain. the first symp-
tom of which is supposed to bo o liking for Burmah.

Horses, and clophants, too, succumb to the influences of this climato.
Imported horaes dovelop suddenly a form of spmal diseaso, (stroko of tho
wind thoy call it), which rendors them paralyzed in the hind limbs, and, of
coutrso, useless. ‘Lo deaths among the elephants (larg ly used by the Com-
miesariat for transport and other purposes), have severil timos caused groat
oxpenso and alarm fo the Governmont,

T i conlra, in this atmosphoro the mseet pliguo is 2 Jos troatost dovelop-
mor ‘I'ho sanguinary musquito infests tho low land _ ¥ day and night,
makes ono's life n burdon. Mosquito netting 18 de rigu..-, and cano-bot-
tomed chairs, though cool, are soun voted o nuisance. Ab meal times, a
swarm of whito auts descend upon tho tabla, drop their wings, and erawl
about sorencly. Now a black beede whisks, buzzing, across our faco; or a
groon bug, abhoront to emell and taste, lands in our svup, and spoils our
mossiug for that evening. Tn the raftors crawls the houso snako ; and lizards
of all hues and sizes chivvey each other across tho cuiling. ‘Lo roach one's
homo at night isa journey of some danger  Oue must have a * boy,” with
lantern and stick, to frighten from une's path th more harmful roptiles ; and
it is not without a careful over-hauling of the bad clothes that ono finally
seoks tho arms of Morphaous, T.
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( To be continned.)
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TIIE RIEL FEVER ABATING IN QUEBEU.

A fow weoks ago, at o largo public meeting in Montreal, Mr. Morcior
called Riol & martyr, and oven compared him to Christ. Ilo said at tho same
time that in thus characterizing Riel, he was voicing the sentiments of a
million and a half of peoplo. OF the number of intelligent men in Quebes
that entertain such soutimonts, I have no oxact idea ; but I have good reason
for belioving that it is far less than was at one timo supposed.

Several gentlumen of good standing in Montronl attended the * Riol
Indignation ¥ mootings, and woro credited with using very harsh language
in spoaking of the Dominion Government, and, of “ucir English-speaking
follow-citizons. Sume of theso spoakers were apparentl ready-—yea,
anxious to go into rolellion unless * vengeanco” should be wreaked upon
the men that permitted the law to take its courso towa.1s Riel ; but thoy are
now giving peup's to understand that they aro very differently disposed.
Moro than ono ot hem has been manly enough to declare it impossible for
a Ruman Catholic to hold, consistently with the teaching »f the Church,
hat the robol-leader who incited to rapins and murder was not guilty of a
heinous crime. They explain that ke i disapproval of the carry:ug out of
the lust penalty upon Riel was caused by fear that th result of the oxncution
\»"\c;uld bo to porpotuate the spirit of liscord and in-urrection iu the Norti-
West.

Six weoks ago, Mr. Tarte, the clever and vorsatile oditor of Minerve, was
commonly believed tu bo one of the most unc.mpromising of the agitathr
for vongeance. ‘Lhis gontleman has lately publi-hed a lotter in which ne
candidly acknowledges that Riel was guilty of some of the gravest offencos
known to the law, that a fair trial was gisen Lim, that he was deserving,
morally and legally, of the soutence <pon him pissal  So much does he
manfully avow : but says it has been his opinion that it was not advisable
to pormit the sontonce of death «» be ecarried out.

For the * National Party ” that was intended to bo iudopendent of Grits
and Tories, and to bo devuted exclusively to the promotion of Fronch-
Canadian intorosts, Mr. Tarte has no sympathy 1Lz recoguizes that it has
beon organized and encouraged by a fow self-seoking politicians in what
they concoived to bo their own interest ;” anl that it does not represont the
feolings or the intorests of the poople of Quebec. The following oxtracts
from his letier aro not ambiguous :—

«T have, without any restriction whatovor, condemned Riel’s conduct
for having headed au armel movement agiust the authority of the
Dominion :

«T have never hesitated to declaro, in tho paper of which I am the
editor, that lio was guilty of high treason ;

1 have ropeatedly protested against the idea of making a hero of that
agitator ;

T have rofused o proclsim that the Fronch Canadian ministers who
claimed their portfolivs in Sir John A. McDonald's cabinet were infamous,

“QOne may respect thoso whu entertain the view that the extreme
poualty should not have been carried out upon Riel, but for those who on-
deaves to make a national question and to form & national party out of bis
execution, thoro can be no feoling of sympathy.”

If I am not misinformed the present attitule of twelve or thirteen of the
Trench-Canadian M. P.’s who bocume disaftected with their parly because
of Riol's oxccution, is oxactly the .ame as that of Mr. Tarte

Bishop Duhamol, Bishop Iangevin Tather Dowd, Asohbishop
Tascheroau, and many more of the clergy of Quebee, have publicly spoken
upon this matter, and all have e, aatically condemned, as nx Catholic, the

conduct of those who by by heir liudation of law-breakers encourage



