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Battle on the fron.—The battle which was
to decide the fnte of the cnm?nigm was
foughit to dny. 'To make tho result, intelligi:
blo tn the reader, we mustslato what is éall:
ed the *general idea' of the day's pro:
ceedings. ‘Thoe Southern Army was supposed
to have been reinforced by troops which Lad
got possession of Salisbury,and the invaders
wers therefore freo to follow up the advan:
tages gained on previous days. Their camo
last pight was at Berwick St. James, while
that of tho defending army was on Winter:
bourn Stoke Down, three or {our miles fur
thor north, The forco of Siv John Nichel
very nearly occupied the ground whiclihis
aningonist held before ho foll. bsck yester:
day, aud his army lay to tha west of theroad
from Sallsbiary to Deyizes, in front of Ber:
wick 8f. Jaines, with the left towsrds Win:
terhourn, and tho right near Staplefa:d
Down. Theidea of his movement seems to
have been to keep part of his light cavalry

on his left, and to move it 50 as to give the”

notion that ho was goingto march on Ames.
bury and tnrn,Welpole's right, while Brown:
rigg’'s Division made a dfour by the valleys
over the course of the Winterbourn, to cross
tho Avon,and then atrike for the main voad
to London ; Horaford’s Division matingon &
shorter line and morp-directly for the river,
50 as to leave Walpole on theright op wron

bank, with a very strong position on tha ricﬁ
gea over the road from Salisbury (wwhick was
supposeii to be in lichel’'s possession) to
Amesbury to face, with ‘what appetite ke
might. ‘This pretty plan cf action was
crossed by Sic Robert Walpole's vigilance
and dash, Puashing his force rapidly forieard
~—at an enrher hour than ho snould have
done, it is alleged—ho took pos
session of the ridges rusping fiom
Winterbourn village to Normanton Dawn,
and sent out vedelies as far %in front as
Lako Down, when the enemy's scouts came
upon them between eight and nine o'clock.
The infantry of botharmies were at the time
still some distance in the rear. Brownrigg
bad led his infantry well out of sight of the
west of the Devizes road, starting before
Horsford soms time, and crossing the river
without opposition, although Walpole's en-
gineers mamntamed that the Darnford and
Woodford bridges were blown up, and that
tho villages wero defended by a figurative
arthy. lHow that could have been if Salis-

buiy and Wilton belonged to Michel cannat.

be essily understood. Aunywny, Greathed’s
Brigade was nt Woodford by half past nine
o’clock, while the light cavalry of thoSouth
erners were tisncevreing on the Downs
eastward of the Druid's Head, and receiving
punishment from guns posted at the edge
of s small wood in their iront. Far out on:
the plais the Household Cavalry could be
soen, with helmets glisteningin the sun,
waiting as if for more serious wotlc, but

though it was believed Shute’s Cavalry were -

also massed inthe samse dircction, they
could not bo indentified by spectators from,
the southern eide. Brownrigg's Division
bad started at least an hour heforaany move

ment on Walpolo'a side gave a suspicion:

that ho had detected Michel's plain, snd

protty as the sight was of Hussars skirmigh: ,

ingrlong the front, with guns ponnding

away from hille aid woodld at djstant objeats

it must bo -confessed thag it would liave
boen nmote animating speciucle Lo s vol
dier, spesking rolatively, to have scenan
advanca of tho formidable body of cavalry
composing Walpole's two brigades atn criti
cal moment than their appearance as they
manauvred slowly in'the pinin timorous,ap-
parently, of a told & ad. they broken

thay'would have seed Horsford's columus
on the ling of march and havo come down
on t_lse\ie_::{',{in“gi flak of Michel's aymy
without hiueli to fedr” from  hid arlillery or
thé forca of &avalry Wich présent.  Asitn
peared 1o observers ¢n ihe scuthorn side
they might have checked the execution of
the whole plan, sud if Walgole's object was,
as asaorted, to drive the enemy over the
river. then they would have precipitated its
exeaulion with immense losé to the Southern
Army.

Walpole's reconnaisance 1w front retired
before the Tth Wussars, bnt presently iheir
suppor(s came up, -and the Flussars fell
slowly back to thie Southern lines. By this
timo W«lpole's Jirﬁglcrg. which had been
advanéed to a position on Normgntén Down
opened five, Then tho I0th Tussirs ahd
Lancets made a-dash for - commanding -po-
sition known as Fox Iifl, and-having taken
it they ware soon followed by o battery of
Rogal” Horso Artilléry. “The general pro-
gress of the fight can now be best deseribad
by taking the account of one side. A cor-
respondent with the Southern Army thus
anza: ‘‘ Before the guns could be unlim-
bered, they were surprised by a shot from
someo guus masked by the enemy closa be
hind his_cavalry skinmishers, and cleverly
placed within a circle of barrows, Half a
battery of our guns was brought dowa tha
slope below the Druid's Head o answer
them, and {or a timo there was a terriffic ar.
tillery duel at closo quarters, until the one-
my’s guns had to retive harrassed by -cav-
alry. The Household Brigade were sent u
to redoem the position by a charze, the
wmognificent weight of which would have
been enough {o gend any cavalty regiment
down. Meanwhile, the enemy was sending
bis ekirmishers out, and our columps conld
be scen winding along the opposite bank of
the Avon under cover-of our position. At
Box Hill evidently, then wowara at our old
game, and trying to gat round the flank of
our sutagonist, ~Ope’ pqiny wo had alrendy
achiaved by getfing’acress the river undis-
turbed. Brownrigg’s division was sent on
to occupy the bankw af the river and the
heights opposito Normanton, while Iors
ford contented Lighaelf with drawing his
forces gradusily frofd the left, whero they
had been.making g feint, and'posting them
alangthe hedges on Boreland and Box Hills;
and in the vitlages pf:Woodford and Netton.
Hardly had this been donb before thg cne-
my’s " skirmishers were seen advincing
rapidly towards us, Having succeeded by
a well directed fire in dislodging our guns
from Box Hil}, tho skirmishers of Parke's
Brigado made a rush which nothing could
resist, and piaced themsclves amid & clump
of trees cmwnms.ths knoli, whence they

A

could sweep the slope 'x#p front. In vainour
‘cuvalry went ab them with the most pisige.
'worthy self sacrifice. Tho 102nd-would not
budzé from a sirong position ' thus: gained,
and. soon-the approach of the 23rd Regi-
ment compelled the Hussars to retire at a
gallop, Not satishied with his mchievement
Parke pushed forward recklesily in tho face
ofaterrific fire from our akirmishers, stiil
safely sheltered behind the hedges. The

theky o
thecruat,or rather uf'e?vgiofl}dmerybchw&y B

 duty should have stoppad this stupid ad-
wnnce at once; bul no, ¢ the cry is stlll they
come,! and so wo must noeda rotive, I bo
lisvo ono of tho umpirostafl who was pre
sont had the extrnordinary sudacity to ro
monstrate with Parke, but of course he
did not carry his firmaness so far ve to order
that brigadier to go back, as. lio cortainly
‘shoild hava dono,” Faraway 10 oux right,
rawarigg's artillery cotild still ba heard
“with those of Lovd Mark Xerr, but vory
wenkly, and thero could be no doubt that
?Sti?'e}:y wap, progsing the main attack on
Hardford, ih hdpsof tutning our left so as to
ekt GIF aur” bommunication with Salisbary.
That ho intended to_do this, if possible, at
all ‘hazards was equally evident, for he hesi-
tated at no sacyifico of life of oxpenditure of
powder, Slowly, inch by inch, we were
driven from the hedgo rowsinto the villagas.
'Thé-Dirty IJalf Hundred, now better and
more approprintely known as the “ Fighting
“50th,’ held tha village of Woodford against
attack in'all directions in the mosat splendid
way. Notaman of their forco could hive
faced that steady well direoted fire. an ., if
they had,womay bo sure the S0th woui.
not have been unworthy of their bettes
name. 'They were, howover, ordéred to ro
tire, which they did fighting stubbornly
until thoy crossed the bridge. ‘Their re.
treat was covered. by another regiment of
tho same brigade, the lst Provisionsal Batta~
lion of Volunteers. The way in which the
¢ gentlo amateur’ did this work was worthy
of all tho praise they have received sinco
joining tho camp, Every bit of cover was
taken advantage of, and not a shot wasted,
Sir John Michel congratulated Colonel
Weston on baving the honour to command
such a splendid battalion. Even their five,
. however, could not check the enemy’s ad
yanco. It could only protect our regiments
“while thoy crossed the bridge. Nearly the
“whole of his brigade was faken by the fire of
four batteries placed by florsford on the
heightsabove, and it i3 very questionable

Pl whether the bridge could ever have been

erossed in roal warfare, exposed as it was to
- this artillery fire, and to the bullets of the
riflemen in the valley. Crossedit was, how
evar, just beforo twelve o'clock, bul the
enemy found us stronger than he lind ox.
pocted. The delay had given Horsford
time to call up o brigado from General
Brownrigg’s Jivision, so that we had really
amuch larger number than oup assalants,
and every advantage of ground'inour favor.
The * censo fire ' sounded at this point, and
the last battle of this years mantouvres was
atan end: It is always difficult 1o obtamn
the degision of tho umpires, bul substan
tially, I beliova it was to the effect that the
Southern Army hiad made good its previous
viotories, but at great loss, and its ,position
at.the end of tho sirifo was ¢pneidered pro
.oacrous, This somewhat ambiguous, verdict
Jeft it open ro the gencrals on both sides to
take credit to thomselves for having dono
& smurt thing, and may be taken 63 an in-
~stance.of the happy tatent of the Gomman
der ia Chiof for smoothing.down tho ruffled
 feathiers of Tus subdrdinates. Toniorrow wo
shall be veryquict, and engnged only in pro
-parations for the grand march pastonTburs
day. The hour fixed for this ovoutis twelve
o'clock, and the place Béacon lall, nent
Amesbury. The two armies aro ocncamped
near each other tonight in the neighborhood
of Durging Down," Forthe sake of domng
full justice to this interesting engagement
wa subjoin another ekotch of the day’s ope
rations by the corfespondent of tho Times,
writing from Ogbury Camp.

" The baltle which was to decide tho fute

presance of az umpire determined to do his



