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friondship, as your answor may enable me.
“ Iam, with great respoct, Siv,
- **Your most obodient and most
¢ humblo servant,
¢  @ro, Jounsrox,

“Loundon, 11th April, 1778,

This letter contained the wholo scopo of
the Whig policy in England, tho encuurage-
mont of robellion in the American Provinces
till it *“might so fur prevail as to oblige this
country to see their erroi,"—that is, till the
Whigs had attained office, and towards thus
objoct they laLoured strenuously, not stop-
ping at tho possible dismembermont of
**what was called the British Empire.” But
reboliion proved, like tho lottiug out of
water, tho plotiets at hume lost all contryl
over it, and having provoked, aided, raised
and sent adrift the mounstop at what thoy
thought was tho right time, they found that
it was utterly Leyond their control, and that
tho chances wers even, if they were not,
overwhelmed by the doluge they had them-
sclves preparad.  Yet, with an unabashed
front, they still kept up the gq‘mc of agita
tion till the honor of Britain was levolled in
tho dust before éorgtemptil}lej foe, 10 best
interests of the Empiré jeopirdised, und a
blow dealt at its dovelupniit which ninoty-
four years of prospeiily hasnotTe . alle to
heal or comipeneate  £hi Iust o. (. so elo-
quent ¢pistles was adl ™ Uto

“Philadelphia, Juno 16th, 1778.”

This lottor was writton two days before
the evacuation of Philadelphia by the British
troops after all communication had heen
denied, and although Johnston was a blun.
dering and imprudont negotiator there is
nothing either in his conduct or letters to
show ho was nught Lut an honest man, s
great fuult seoms to have been that he ox-
pected to deal with parties as honest and
straighforward as himself, instead of with
men practised in subtloty and decoit. Ifo
told in thoso lotters some havd truths, fur
which his Whig frionds owed him no thanks
—although he intended it to bo otherwise,
forall tho Genersl officers that disgraced tho
military profession and brought shame and
confusion on the British army in America
wero Whigs of tho purest dye. Asanam.
bassador or commissioner he totally forgut
| tho dignity of his position or the honor of
tho Empire.

Immediately on receipt of infurmnation of
thedishonest advantage Cungress had taken
of his unofficial and imprudunt personal
nogotions, Johnston at once withdrew fromn
the conygiission, and in the public dvcwnent
by which be did so scvercly recriminated on
Congress for their divectund utter disregard
of public honor, directly cliarging them
witli using his imprudence as a subterfugo

“ Robert Morris, Esy., (L1ivate).

“Deac Sir,—I cameto this country i
coro belief that & reconeiliation bLie
Great Britain and America could Le .
lished on terms honorable and benet: :
both, Iam persuaded and can prov !
thé last treaty with France should be v
and the first treaty, if over you sca I
should be no inducement, supposing e\..,
obstacle to prevent us from treatingis .e '
moved, we aro then to congider whether tho
terms proposed are advantageous. I enclose
you my sentimonts on the subject at L.rgo;
if they concur withx yours yve shall join u the
work with all prudence and all the meaus pos
sible and virtuous. I beliove the'men who
have conducted theo affairs of America inca-
pablo ot being influenced by improper mo-
tives, But in alk such transactions there is
risk, and I think whoever ventures should
be securad, at the same time that' honor and
emolument should naturally follow ~the
future of those who have steered the vessel
in tho storm and brought her fairly to port.
1 think Washington and the Piesident (of
Congress) havé a right to every favor that
grateful nations can bestow, if thay should
overmore unite our mterests and spare the
miesries and devastations of war. I wish
above all things to see you, and hopa you
will s0 contrive ,it. Do not think Great
Britain is so lov—remember, sho can never
bo lower than you wero atfrenton., Itis
the same blunderers who produced war who
have conducted it. When the senso of, the
nation_is roused holiove me sho can make
struggles ‘that few have conceived, but
which I should be sorry to seo oxerted on
such an occasion. Whatever may bo our
fate I shall aver rotain tho strictest privato
friendship for you and yours; but let mo
entreat yor. torecall all those endearing ties
to your rueollection. h

1 an., with affection and esteem, dearSir,

“Your obediont servant,

% GRo. JOBNSTON,

LR -

to wvoid fulfilling .ire ters of the conven-
tion with Burgoyne’sarmy. The other com-
missioners 2t the same time transmitted a
doclaration that they wero utter strangors
to Governor Johnston’s private negotiations,
nor would they admit that they hore the

. construction Congressput on th..:. Both

declurations were sent to that body on the
26th of August, with a renewed demand for
the fulfillment of the Saratoga Convention.
In answer to this the Congress passed a reso-
lution on the 4th of September, in which
they affected to doubt by implication the
power of the commissioners to ratify the
convention, but Sir l{enry Clinton, on the
19th September, transmitted to them an
oxtract from instructions sent to him by the
Secretary of State, received since the date
of the commissioners’ remons:-ance by
which he was authorised in express terms to
demand a performance of the convention
made with Gen. Burgoyne, and, if required,
to ratify in the King’s name all the stipula-
tions.

The only reply to this was a letter from
tho Saecretary—*That Congress gave no answer
{o iusolent lellers,’’ and thus those brave sol-
diers that surrendered at Saratoga, under
the most sacred of human treaties, & mili.
tary convention, were by the deceit and
treachery of Congross kept in disgraceful

| captivity and mmde to work like slaves to
the close of the war.

‘The commissioners issued a manifesto
setting forth the powers delegated to the
earnest desire of the people and Parliament
of Britain to held out the olive branch of
peace, the deceit and subterfuges with which

they had been mot and advising that the
contest should bo carvied on in atotally dut-
feront manner in future.  The Congress ro
plied by a manifesto i which 1t 13 hawrd to
decide whether its shamefuls effrontiy or
Llasphemy deserve the groalg‘{n: reprobution,
Lut it was olear the spirit ol doecert whaeh
aninated Franklio m Londun while approv-
ing thu concessions containedin tho mstruc
tious to tho commussioners in Maroh, after
negotiating with tho Frenchicourt in Decem-
Ler, wero intensified in the action of the
selbeonstituted Exocutive vl tho late Britsh
Provinces,  Awd if further eyidence wero
needed of the direct villiany ot, the agents
of Congress and tho spirtt animatu.g that
Lody, an eveut which happened at tlus
period on the English const strikingly 1l-
lusteated the total want of principle and
savage hatred folt towards the English peo-
ple by the rebels.

Franklin's fellow commissioner at Paris,

& Connecticut lawyer naned Silas Denne, as

eatly as 1776, lad plans before Congress
and tho French uoverument for the bum-
inz of Liverpool, Bristol and other Euglish
puils, at & podiod whien hustilities coulut Ly
hardly looked un as seriously commiencud
and when thoso very scoundrels wore trying
to Loolwink the peoplo of Great Britain by
loud professions of loyally; oppertumty
was howevcer wanting tv put their precious
schere in oxccution, but early m I7TS
Congress found « proper instrument in the
person of an nupiincipled miscreant known
as Juhn Daul Jones, at one time a servant
in tho employ of tho Earl of Solkirk and a
refugee from justice.

Thus man was appointed fo the 1S gun
ship Ranger Ly Congress, and ou the 17th
April attempted to burn the shipping and
town of Whitehaven, but, although he suc-
ceeded in surprising the forts which were
not garrisoned, e was obhged to rotreat
without effecting anything; he subscquent-
ly landed at St% Mary's Islo, the seat of the
Earl of Selkirk, his former master, whoso
family plate ho carvied off., On the 24th
of April he appeared off Carrickfergus, whero
the Drake, sloop of 18 guns was at anchor,
and although the disparity of forco was very
great, her commander, Caplrin George Bur
don, made sail and brought the Ranger to
action at dusk, but night coming on very
thick separated the combatants; the action
was renewed on the 25th and continued for
more than an hour, when Captain Burdon
and his only lieutonant being kiiled with
twenty-two seamen the Drake surrendered.
Capt. Jones landed the surviving crew on
tho Scotch coast and carried his prizointo
Brest.

A MNontana paper calls for the organiza-
tion of a company of volunteers who shall
have a bounty for Indians they kill, and
also haveall horses and valuables eaptured :
but it expresses & doubt if Governor Ashley
will listen to its wise demands, *f through
foar of the philanthropists in ihe Eastern
States,”? .



