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‘THOUGHTS BY THE WAY,

Bryoxp.
Ir scemoth such a littlo way to mo
Across to that strango country, tho beyond ;
And yet not atrango—{for it had grown to bo
Tho homo ot thoso of whom I am so fonid
Thoy makae it aeem familiar and most dear,
As joarneying friends biing distant countries near.

So closa {t lies that whei: my sight ia clear,
I think I sce tho gleaming strand ¢
I know I feel that thoso who've gone from hero
Come near cnough to touch my hand.
I often think but for our veilad eyes,
\We should find that heavan righs 'round about us lics.

I cannot make it scem a day to dread

When trom this dear earth I shall journoy out
To that still desrer country of the dead.

And join tho lost ones so long dreamed about.
I love this world ; yet 1 shall lave to o
And mncet tho fricuds who wait for e, I know.

I nover stand about a bier and ace
The scal of death sot on sumo well-loved face,
But thae 1 thiuk, “ One more to welcomo me
When { shall cross th= intervening space
Between this land and thac one over there,
Ouo more to make tho strange fand beyoud scem fair.”

Aund s0 to me thero is no stiny to death,
Aund 80 the grave has lost itx cictory
It iw but crossing, with abated breath
And white, set face, a little strip of sea,
To find the loved ones waiting on the shore,
More beautiful, more precious than before.

Success does not depend on your strensth, but an your state.

Only holy livescan win tho unholy to holiness and heavenliness.

Though the world does not care for you, Ho who created the
world does.

If hurt como to another by our carclessnest. will not God hold
us responsible.

You shall have the joy of success when you aro ready to give
God the glory of it,

vast a3 tho sin of Judas way overraled for the goad of the worlid
so the sin of the wourld will bo overrulod for the good of the
universe.

Watchfulacss and prayer are inscparable. The onc discerns
dangers ; the other arms agunst them. Watchfulness keeps us
prayerful, and praycrfulness keeps us watchiul,

Is thcro not something in the daily familiar course of life
which scems ina strango way to veil its true aspect? It 1s not
death, but iite, which wraps us abont with suroud and cerement.

Keep the altar of privato prayer burning.  Tlus is the very life
of all picty. The sanctuary and family altara borrow their fires
here, therefore let this born well.  Secret devotion is the very
essenco, cvitlence and barometer of vital and experimental religion.

Tho world has at least as thorougn an appreciation of the beauty
and value of consisiency in the Chriatian’s conduct as the Christian
has himself. Though it may not adimire a man's creed, it must
always zdmiro 3 man's faithfulness in living up to his creed  Itis
bocauso of this fact that a man may have power as a witness, even
though ho has no power as an advocate.

A man’s woalth will be counted for or againat Christ, according
to the uso which is made of it. It iz nnt what one gives, so much
&3 what he does not give, that indicates the spirit of the man. A
millienaire, who gives the hundredith part of a tithe of his income,
will nut be given credit for his sixty dollars, but will bo held in
reproach and condemnation for his aelfish usc ot what God has
given him.

It is altogether natural that wo should dexire to escape the
nanoyances and vexations to wkich wo are salject. But this
would not promoto our highest interesta. It i3 a wise rematk of
Mr. Spurgeon that: * Many men owe the grandeur of theic lives
to their tremendsus difficultics.” The meeting and overcoming of
theso difficuitics has scrved to develop and streogthen the higher
and nobler qualities of theit manhood.

Ono of the cnjoyments of the oid-fashioned home that gecms to
bo going out with the old.fashioned sitting-room, is **a litile
mutic.” Wo have %o more family singing in these Iatter days of
oducated vocal teachers. Nobody can sivg now unless ho or sho
has had specisl voice cultare, and the special voice caltnre of
to-day has as yet succeeded in producing, in a majority of pupils,
only a self-conscious, affocted, nonatural style of sincing.

It hes been tho tashion for very inany years for music teachers
to insist apon the playiug of scales and exercises as the main duty
of the pupil, and to discourage any carly attempt at playisg

“picees.” Tho faithful plaving of scales and exercises is 1ndeed a
duty and necesssty, but the presont theory and practice 1 svmo of
the vory best moadern teachers of music is that almest in tho outset
of such lessons the learnor wny be not only permitted but en.
couraged to Jenrn simplo yot beantiful welodies and taught to play
them nt once for the pleasure of others. “I'ho truo teacher of music
remetrbers that one of the tiuest and highest uses of music is to
give pleasure to others. The early ambition is stirred to leurn this
or that beautiful little melady 80 us to play it for father or mother
or home. Itis for that end thet ** exercises™ are practiced nnd
that **scales” are learacd,  The varly incuication at this principle
and the carly beginning to play for ¢he heariag and pleasure of
others is tho best possible way of proventing that scif-conscionsncss
which is the bano of musical as w21l asof many other performances.

By this it is not meant to cucourage tho learner to rattle off
cheap, casy jigs and polkus and musical compasitiona that have no
masical merit. ‘There isa truo and beautiful simplo music, just as
thero isa true and Leawiful simple literature, uud the parallelism
between them is perfect.  We do not often want in daily life to
hear Milton’s Paratlire Lost, or I!ante’s Divine Comedy, or one ot
Browning's teagedies.  These works in literature have their own
place nud occasion and they nced for their entire comprehension
the experience and cultivation of a lifetitie, It is just so with
music fue the home. We donot want, except for occasion, tho
great work of the masters, the ditlicult harmonies and cemplexities
of the great compasers of oratorio aml converto; we want the
simpler worke of tae musician of the hnme aud the heart,

AVhat a blessing it would Le to many a tired fathcr after his
day's work and car,, orto the wearied mother, to listen in ths
cvening to a *littlo music” played witnout cffort ; played lovingly,
tenderly, patiently may be; wmusic of truc harmony, and genuino
inspiration, lifting the wearied soul onits wings to a rvegion of
peace anid rest.  Such ia the hichest and holicat mussion of a *'little
music” in the home. Those only are the truo teachers who can
enablo our children to give it to us.

1Vith reference to the great gatliering in Boston of the Young
Peoplc’s Society of Christian Eudeavor the New York Ezangelist
sayu : ** Several things are to be commcended csp cially ; seme are
to be questioned soberly ; a few oro to bie criticised and possibly
geotly condemned.  Oune feature of these great, great meetings is
open for discussion.

Bevond a certain limit a convention becomes, not necessarily a
mob, but an ureanized and orderly negative.  \When nospeaker can
be heard in full, and only singing touch cvery parc of the house
wto sympathy, the mecting becomesa spectacle and a sensation
largely. The stimulus of such thingsis instantancons, but alro very
flecting. No mind is taught, no habit formed, no great practical
lesson learned, no vast deleat or difficulty met in Christian service
80 overcomie.  Granting cveryibing vet said in iavor of muliitu.
dinous coaventions, the practicul results stand asa teet.  We vea
ture to perdict that a few of them will prove sufficient for any but
the morc enthusiastic advocates of mammoth crowds.  The conven.
tion of to.day ia an casy thing, and it 1a just now much in vogue.
Everybody wants to meet everybody of his kind.  There is a erati

fication i that whichsuits the taste and tits the occasion, yet the
final 1csult is uot often su valuable as the mecting of a few nad a
closer geapplo with tho immediate questivn» of the hour

Our young people will nced to guard against dissipation. We
uso tho word in two senses.  The vaat assembly, tho long journey,
the new scenes and circumatances, become an infinito etrain.  Tho
reactions arc olten & kind of spiritual paralysis.  Inability to work,
indisposition to euter 1nto real sorvi-e, distaste for that which was
homely and vet very good to da, when they follow and they often
do follow such gcasens of high teasion, become mnonitors to tho very
beat of us, and to somc they arc cvidences of decay, of even an
cclipece of faith.

What we arc suggesting is, that these unprecedented gatherings
must, liko those that are smaller, bo jadged by their fruite and
resnlts.  Aro theso Sommeusurate in ad-sntaro with their great
cost and the special strain which they pr » upon thoxe who partici.
pate 1o them.  Mauy are not quite ceaviuced.  And why should
they be, as yet. The Endcavor mewvement, hke neass of its membiers
is veung in years, nml whereunto it will geew, who aball predict?
It is 10 bo confessed, however, that many a pruient mogiving has
been partially answered, and in 3 way 10 arwsure thuse who have the
weliare of onr youth much at heart. The danger alwavs is, how
ever, that vigilance will bo intermitted ; that the shew and prestige
of a grand parade of forcex, of things merely roatine and exteral,
willrountfor too much.  They take hold on the imagination unduly.
Wo shall, in a word, do well to keep in mind the actual incxperi
enco of our youth, despite tacir gathering together in this very
remarkuble way. which their fatheraand mothers, in cotresnonding
vears, never dreamed of,  Th-ir op‘\orumluci for goed, and also
their teniptations, aro peculiar and otvions. They neeld to be
safeguarded at &il points and with special vigilance, Lot the
church, whose hopo and treasure thoy are, look weil to this her
first duty. as indeed sho has been doing all along, with hapcy
resolts. It 13 a time, howover, to rencw vigilance, aud to tako
nothing for grantud by roason of use.
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