
and our brother, 11ev. W. P. Clarke, so that our mnatters were hardly touched.
1 was inuieli more than willing, however, to stand asidle, in order that thatt
happy settleinelît lmit takze place, whichi has given ail whio wcrc interested
in the Va:ncouv.er Island question, in Canada and in England, so mnueli cause
for gratitude and satisfaction.

It was not until the -)th of November that I obtfiined a full hearing before
a full coinntittec ! I thcn presented our case in a iwriticn statenient of somne
le-igth, tbllowedl by verbal illustrations and explanations. In the document
thoný read, after stati'ig the question at issue, it was preînised, that there ivas
no differonce of opinion between ourselves and the comnmittee in relation to
the cvil cifeets of real Ilenidoiviients," the duty of self-support at the car-liest
possible date, or the necessity of dropping stations without promise. This
point was presented with the emphasis due to our own convictions and prac-
tice iii the mnatter. I thon proceodcd to explain the reasons.for the 10ng-con-
ttflued èl cppdeii(e of soîne of our churehes. These were giv'en under soven
divisions, as follow : 1. 'fliceotaparatively suinli nutnber of Congregational-
ists that onigrate te Canada. 29. The sub-division of the population of the
Colony into numecrous sects, whose members cannot coalesce, ecclosiastically.
3. 'fle habit of reinoval se couinion amongst the people of a iîew country,
causing the addlitions7 to a eliurch frequeatly to avail only for tlîo prevention
of decease. 4. 'l'lie hindrances te liberality found in the romains of the
state-churehi systoîn, thie want of the habit of contribution for christian pur-
poses in niany of the eIder settlenionts, and the donuinciations of a so-called
"hireling xinistry " by several rcligious bodies. 5. Our lossos by adherence

to the vital prineiple of IPure Communion. 6. The financial condition of the
Province for the past five years, during whieh churches, once strong, have
been sorely crippled; and 7. In ternaI divisions, un happy pastoral settiein ents,
and the like, which have often iveakened, sonuotines destroyed, churches of
many years' standing. On aIl these -rounds it was argued, that no rigid sys-
teui could be applicd to our case, and that legitimate exceptions would be so
frequent as te make the law void and of none effeet.

îNext, the resies of the present system were adduced as pronf of its
,soutidnosq and safety, figures being quoted front the reports tu ,110W that
during the years of' plcnty, 1855, '6, and '7, eighit churches bocaîne self-sus-
tiining, tlîe Canadian contributions to the Missionary Society inereascd by
ne-arly one-third, and the drAfs on the Colonial MHissionary Seeiety diminishiled
by more th'in one-haîf'; and altbough iii t'-e years of famine, 18,5S, '9, and
'60, there liad been sonie retrogression, ti Il in 1861, with reviving coin-
mlerce, new progresý; toward-3 seif-suppt rt had 'oeen made, and the deinands on
1E'ngland rcducod by some hundreds of pounds!

Finally, it boing stated that the question realîy merged itself into the larger
one of the value te, Christ's cause of our wliole work in Canada, the ncossity
te those alrcady Ilof us" and to the Colony at lagof propagating 41 tc

gro.pel according to Congregationalisi," was set forth in a variety of aspects,
and the position miaintained that such a work was truc missienary service,
and dcserving of Britisli aid.

I hlave evory reason to believe that the arguments thus urged produccd a
stron~ impression in fiwour of our views, supported, as they were yfcsi
the hiqtory and condition of the several stations. A resolution was passed,
thankiwg tue for the papor, and asking for a copy of it, which was made in
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