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HOMR STUDIRS.

M. Rom. xiii. 1-7......Powers ordained of God.
T. 1 Pet.ii.1.17......Submiscion to rulers,
W, Tit il 5.9........ The Christian citizen.

‘I'h. Matt. xxii. 15-22....The things which are Crsar's,
¥.  Matt, xvii. 22-27...Tribute paid.

S, Titiv. 1-25..... .. A pattern of good works.

S, Heb, x. 14-25...... Without wavering.

HELPS TO STUDY.

Amongst the various nationalities brought topether “in onc
place " onthe day of Pentecost to hear the Gospel for the first
time ** every man in his own language,’ we find (Acts ii. 11)
that there were “Cretes,” or Cretans—people belonging to the
island of Crete, now called Candia, in the Mediterranean
Sea. It is probable that some of these carried the good
news to their native 1sland, for when Paul and Titus visited
it (i. 5) they found Christians there, though these were in an

unorganized state and distracted by heresies. **'To set in order i

the things that ** weie ** wantng,” I'aul left Tius in Crete,
und afteewards sent him the epistle which contains our pre.
sent Jesson, with very full instructions and advice as to what
those things were which were wanting and how they wereto
V- supplied. Of Titus himself there is little known., He is
not mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles. From Galatians

“il. 3, we learn that hie was a Greek ; from Titus i. 4, §* ¢ up-
parent that he was one of Paul’s converts—* minc awn son
after the comuton faith ;"' and we gather from such passages
as 2Cor. vii. 13, 14 ; viii. 6, that he was one of Paul s most
trusted co-labourers. I the p e which forms our lesson
Paul tells Titus to remind e Christians of Crete of their
duties as citizens, showing them that their profession involved
good behaviour in all the relations of life, on the ground that
although salvation is by grace and *‘not by works of right-
eousness which we have done,” it is still none the less neces-
sary that ** they which have believed in God,” to show their
faith by its proper fruits, should *‘be careful to maintain
good works.” = The following topical division may be
adopted : (1) 7%e Duties of the CAristian Citizen, {(3) Sal-
vation by Grace, (3) Good Works Maintained.

I. THE DuTies OF THE CHRISTIAN CITIZEN—VeTrS, 1-3.

True Christianityis not only consistent with but conducive to
the highest patriotism and loyalty. The subjects of the king-
dom of beaven are the best subjects of the kingdoms of carth;
and, as a rule those countrics in which true religion is most
prevalent are the freest from political disorder. The Christ-
tan learns obedience in the best school, and the more faith-
ful he is to his principles the readier he is to be subject to
principalities and powers and to obey magistrates, so
long as obedience to them does not interfere with the
obedience which he owes to God. The Cretans were,
in Paul’s time, under the dominion of the Roman Empire,
aud in their heathen condition had the reputation of being
an unruly people. It would also seem as i some of those
who became Christians, but did not as yet properly under-
stand the principles of Christianity, justified their disobedi-
ence on the ground that being now under law to Christ they
were no longer cbliged to render obedience to a heathen
government.  This error the apostle corrects by showing
what the Christian ought to be in this respect—an example
of order and good citizenship to his ungodly neighbours.
The relations of Church and Sta.e are _most clearly and
beautifully defined in our golaen text: Render therefore
unto Caxsar the things which are Caesar’s, and unto
God the things which are God’'s. There is no proper
or necessary cause for antagonism in this matter. The in-
fraction of the rule in one or the other of its clauses has led
to much trouble and even to much bloodshed. Cosar—the
civil ruler—has sometimes gone out of his sphere to legislate
in matters of religion and of conscience, that isin *‘things
that are God’s ;"' while on the other hand, corrupt systens,
professedly Christian, have, in God's name, claimed & power
over temporal governments and a jurisdiction in civil matters
for which they have no authority in the Word of God and
which are properly among * the things which are Cresar's.”
Intelligent and enlightened Christians have always resisted
both of these encroachments and it was not without the shed-
ding of the blood of many martyrs that our present civil and
religious liberties were attained.  Those who cbey this rule
yield their s&i:;itual guidance and, their allegiance in religious
matters, to God ; they cheerfully obey the civil laws of the
land in which they live, or if those laws are wrong they try
to get them rectified by orderly and constitutional means;
ard they submit neither to Erastianism nor to Popery.

The apostle calls upon Christians to give their hearty sup-
port to any benevolent enterprise, national or local, that is
calcnlated to be of real benetit to their fellow-citizens ; and
the promoters of such enterprises find that it is hetter to look
for support to religious people than to those infidels who
talk so much of their bencvolence and love to mankind as
being more than cnough to make up for their want of reli-
gion ; for it is the former and not the latter who are ready
to every good work of this or of any other kind. Christians
are imtructed to speak evil of no man. “ There is

not always justified in speaking evil of any one, even when
he is speaking the truth, ‘That sometines is uttered with
the malevolent fezhng that s like to that whick possesses a
man when hie wsassir ¢s another. Nothing but a pood pur-
Eose will ever justify a man in speaking oli the cvh that he

nows is practised by his neighbour—cither the reclamation
of the man, or the suppression of the sin, or both. On the
other hand, the spirit of the direction, not to speak evil of
one’s neighbuur, dues nut mean that one should make him
out better than heis. ‘That would still be *speaking evil.’
Christianity never countenances aught but houesty.” To be
no brawlers but gentle, showing all meckness
unto all men. The true Christian alone is the real
 pentle.man,” not sell-asserting or pugnacious but patient
and  foibeaing; and this not from weakness or
cowardice 3 it takes more strength and courage to be
meek than to be resistant: ‘“lle that 1 slow to anger
is better than the mi%hly, and he that ruleth his spirit than
he that taketha city” (Prov. xvi. 22}, In the third verse s
for we ourselves were sometime foolish, etc., Paul
ives a reason why Christians should be gentle and forbear-
ing to others, He inludes himself 1n the hst of evil-doers,
and in so doing displays the very spirit of meekness which
he commends. Christians are but redeemed sinners, and
they remember what lhez formerly were.  John Newton, a
minister remarkable for Godliness and Christian devotedness,
upon secing a man being taken to Newgate to be hanged for
murder, satd ** But {or the grace of God, there goes John
Neeton.”

11, SALVATIUN BY GRACE.—Vers. 4-7.

“ All are sinness,” says 2 modern preacher, ¢ but there
are two kinds of sinners—washed sinners and unwashed
sinners " and between these two kinds of sinners there is as
much difference as there is between light and darkness. The
washing is not superficial ; it reaches to the heart, and is
cquivalent to being ‘‘created anew ;” it is the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghosy, which
is shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our
Saviour ; that being justified by His grace, we should
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life,
The washed sinner neither hates nor despises the unwashed.
He knows that it is no merit of bis; no works of right.
eousness that he has done, bnt the kindness and love
ot God, that makes him to differ; that hehas to thank God
for enabling him to do these same works of righteousness ;
that he is **justified freely by God's “grace” (Rom. iii.
24); thatitis ““the grace of God that bnngeth salvation”
(Titus ii. 11); in short, that **salvation is of the Lord ”
{Jonah ii. 9).

111. Goon WorKs MAINTAINED.—vVers, 8, 9.

Does the believer then expect to be saved irrespective of
his own character zad conduct ? to continue in his sins, and
become an inhabitant of that place into which no sin can
ent~r ? to trample the moral law under foot and get to para-
dise over its neck? to bedome obnoxious even to human
laws, and enter heaven with a morality that is not sufficient
to keep him out of gaol? By no means. Jesus came to
““save His people from their sins. He fits them for heaven,
not in spite of the moral law, but by sanctifying them up to
the demands of the moral law in all its breadth and depth of
meaning—that is by making them %erfeclly holy. Chuist
¢ gave Himself for us that He might redeem us from all
iniquity and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous
of good works ” (Titus ii. 14). The believer does not, like
the scribes and pharisces, rest his claim to heaven on his
own righteousncss, but still he knows that his rightwux-
ness must exceed theirs. And he would not have ** “her-
wise. Through the *‘renewing of the Holy Ghost *’ he has
been brought to hate sin, and to love holiness not only for
the sake of the happiness which accompanies it but for its
own sake. Paul dirccts Titus to affirm constantly that
salvation is by grace, and to do so for the very pu that
they which have believed in God might be careful to
maintain good works. There have been those who were
afraid that the proclamation and acceptance of the doctrine
of salvation by grace would lead to antinominism, but Paul
was not one of them.

The writer alrcady quoted thinks the advice given in the
last verse of the lesson peculiatly well-fitted for Sabbath
school teachers and scholars.  ile says: ¢‘ Many animosi-
ties have grown out of useless and profitless discussions in
Bible classes concerning the authority of some minute pre.
cept, or of sume trifling occurrence in Old Testament his-
tory. Such strivings never occur in regard to the great prin-
ciples of the law, but almost invariably are over some insig.
nificant matters that are not warth a lengthy consideration.
¢ They are unprofitable and vain;' just the oppesite of good
works, which are declared to be ¢ good and profitable unto
men.’ The arguing Christian is never a working Christian,
and the working Christian never has the time, nor the in-
clination to wastc his time, in a uscless debate.  Work gives
a taste for spiricual food—argument is satisfied with a
wrangle. There are many tcachers who have been bothered
with members of their classes who think it is an evidence of
smariness {o start questions that no one can answer, and

thus involve the whole classia a senseless disputation. Herce

song.

I%r:!. While there should be a choir to lead the sinr\ng.
that ;:holr ought by all means, to be made up of Christian

ople.

Second, Since even Christianuneed to take painsto heina
fit state to worship, nothing ismorc important than that the
members of the choir shouldl be accustomed to attend the
prayer and devotional meetings of the church.

Aind The singers shoul\fspmpare themselves for their
duty by prayer, and an eamest secking of the Spirit’s aid,
just as the minister should prepare himself for preaching.

Fourth. If the singer can not pray, he can wof sing. He
may have the best voice in the world, but his efforts will be
without power or blessini. .

Fifth. 1t ought to be the custom for the pastor and his
choir to have a season of prayer before commencing the ses.
vice, in order to seck special preparation from G

Sixth. Nothing is more evident than that the cffect of
singing 1s greatly dependent on the spiritusl state of the
singers at the time. Even & converted organist can make
his piety felt through his keys.

Scvemth. 1n order to insure those results, the church ought
to have the appointment of singers in her own hands. The
matter should not be put into the hands of a sociely, or an
unconverted music committee.

Eightk. Beyond all else, it should be understood that the
choir is for leading the congregation, and not for entertaining
them with their musical performances.  Great responsibility
rests on the pastor in this matter, He should see to it that
the people are furnished with plenty of books ; and he should
always, in a hearty, friendly way, wrge a/? to unite in the
singing. ‘The example of the pastor is sll-powerful.

Sometlimes & minister gives out an ;nvitation for all to
sing, in such a sad, mournful tone, that no one cares an
more about it than he seems to ; and hence there x:mn
in the singing. As far as possible, the children be
calisted. The hymns, at least, ought to be such as they can
join in—Jra D Sankey in the Watchword.

PRESERVING CLEOPATRA'S NEEDLE.

‘The London Metro?olitan Board of Works recently took
in hand the subject of preserving their Cleopatra’s Needle
which had caused so much trouble to float to its destination.
After consultation with experts, it was decided to grant to
one Henry Browning the job of cleaning and coating the
monolith with a solution of his own invention. The effect,
says the ‘* Times,” has exceaded the most jne expecta.
tions. In operating ui)on the granite, Mr. Browning first
gave it a thorough cleansing, removing all the sooty and
y matters from the sur%ace. and indurated it with his
invisible preservativesolution,  The effect has been to give a
freshness tothe granite asif only just chiseled from the rock,
retaining the original colour, disclosing the several veins, the
white spar shining in the sun’s rays like tals, and exbib-
iting the polished portions as they form:r?;'! existed. More
than this, the *“ Intaglis,” or the hieroglyphic engravings,
come out far more pointedly than before, and the injuries the
stone has received are now plainly distinguishable from the
hieroglyphics. The solution soaks well into the pores of the
ranite, and the best authorities consider that it will have
the effect of thoroughly preserving the monolith for centuries
yet to come. b

Around the JHable.

TIME ENOUGH.

Be moro chieerfal; do not worry ;
There is time enough to do
Every day the daily d..ties
That your Father sendeth you,
And to find somo littlo moments
Por henrt-muaio fresh and new. :

o

DUTY AND CHANCE.

T was a beautiful day, sunny and wara,
and Dick, Lou, Nell and little Tot sct
forth on their trip to the woods in high spirits.
Bright as the day was, it had been precedod
by frosts that must have scattered the nuts,
thoy thought, and they expected to return with
full baskets.

“ Besides,” as Tot explained, “we'll have a
gooder time ‘cause we're going to scll thenuts
to help ¢ -« Little Folks’ Misiion Band.”

That s the plan, and & wxole pleasant.day

of rambling, with a picnic dinner in the wood,



