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There are however otiior benefits arising from the observance, which ought
not to be overlooked. Indirect influences not always contemplated are surely
exertcd by the exercise. The head of' a family is in a nianner bourid over to
a course of conduet in kecping with the solezun services daily observed ; for
the sake of consisteney, be is obliged to exclude in the daily practices and ini
the nightly amiusements whatever would be at variance with a family achnow-
ledgn>ient of an ever-present and all-seeing God.

Should there unpleasantncss arise, or any thing happen to embitter the
feelings of any members of the farnily, the hour of prayer, that brings al
together before, the just and impartial God who insists that we shial exorcise
forgiveness to others, before we obtain pardon fromn hlm, seems to restore the
sweetness, and eaeh is softened, humbled, reconciled, in the exercise.

We ay add that thc perf'ormanee of this duty in the household secures
respect fur the head and adds weight to, his authority. His commands aiid
proluibi,,ions, other things being equal, will be better observed; his govern-
ment will be stronger, and the corelative obligations and duties bo less
frequently confounded. Parent and child, master and servant, wilI acquit
tbemuselves of the responsibilities of their respective positions with a elcarer
perception of propriety.

iReal piety in the family, exhibiting itself in earnest and unitcd prayer,
neconipanicd as it ever should be with reverential reading of God's word,
diffuses an atamosphere of rchigiousuess through the house, enabling parents
to, enforce their comnmands, and infiiet penalties when incurred, without seemi-
ing to be harsh or unkind.

It is important that fainily worshîp, should be so conducted as to draw out
the devotion oa the household and to interest the members. To this end the
prayer should respect in its confessions, family sins and offences; in its
thanksgivings, fanmily inercies shouald forni the topie ; in its petitions, the
*wants and necessities, -which eachi can fecI, should be laid befbre God. Th e
church and the covenant relations of the f'ainily te it, should not be forgotten.
Sometinies it may be proper toe ularýge more than at others, but prayer in
the family should neyer be long, and wlmere there are young ehildren should
studiously be made short and to the point, avoiding, much which they cannot
understand and can feel ne interest in. Many goed men make a sad mistake
in respect to this uiatter. WMheu children are uninterested they grow weary
and inattentive, and look upon the hour of worship with anything but plea-
sure. At sucli scasens, howevcr, cadli should feel an interest and delight,
whichi feelings eau be better seeurcd by the manner of eonducting the service
than othierwise. Long prayers, where there are a great variety of topics, are
out oP place in households where there are children. If oider Christians
semetinies slcep under such circumistances at the prayer meeting, it is not to,
be wondcred at if eidren play on their knees while simiiarly situated in the
family. Every parent should seek te keep the family in a devotional frie;
farnily worship fails in an important point when it doos not secure this. A
few inutes is quite long enough for the prayer, on ordinary occasions ; if
more imie is at our disposai, let us spend it in singing and rondin-.

Children wiiI soon learn to take part in these, exercises, and feel interested
in theiiî. It is a good way, when children can read with tolerable, fluency, to,
let thecin with the other members of the famiiy rend around a verse or two
eaeh. In some fanuilies each recites a verse from imemery, and sonie rehearse
the ten commandinents. Whatever is profitable and will keep up the atten-
tion niay be worth adopting; but withal it is botter to make those exorcises
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