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CHINA WOOL.

The principal sources of supply for carpet wools are
Clma, East India, Russin and Turkey. Some wool is im-
perted from Cordova in South America and some small lots
ceane also from Germany and Austria, to say nothing of the
Scotch clip, which has been taken very freely during the
port year for American account. A large portion of the car-
pet wools used in this country come from China, and an in-
teresting chapter could be written o China wools alone.
Two-thirds of the Chiuna clip is filling wool. The best of
these wools are used in Axminster carpets, and the others
in ingrain carpets. The stock which makes up an ingrain
carpet is filling wooi in varying proportions, noils and goat
Liair. China wools are bought freely by Philadelphia mills,
and spinners of yarns for ingrain weavers. China wool
rauges in price in this market from 11 cents for the most
ccmmon kind of filling up to 18 to 19c. for best combing or
hatl China. The latter shrinks 30 to 35 per cent.; it is used
for the same purposes as East India wools—in Axminsters
and that class of goods. The wools which come from China
are no better than they ever were, and it is doubtful if they
have changed in character for thousands of years. Once in
a great while a driblet of wool will be received which shows
a slight improvement in quality or grade, but it cuts no
figure. The methods of transportation in China are very
primitive. The wools only get to market when the rivers
are high and navigation is possible. If there should be a
very dry season and the beds of the rivers become compara-
tively bare, u considerable portion of one year’s clip might
be carried over into the next vear, so that it has been very
difficult to estimate exactly what the China clip amounts to.
The country depends largely upon its rivers for its mcthods
of teansportation. A person who will look at the map of
China will find that a chain of mountains extends from west
10 east nearly across the country. The wools grown norl.h
af this chain find their way largely to Tien-Tsin, whic]x is
some fifty miles from the Gulf of Pcchili up the Yalu river.
The wools which are grown south of the range are brought
to Shanghai mostly. The wools come down with other nier-
chandise, including bristles and straw braid, for hats, large
quantities of which are for this country. Indecd the great
Lulk of the straw braid used for hats comes from there,
especially the best stock. Goat skins with the hair on, from
which arc made the large overcoats worn by motor mcn
and lumber men and other laborers in this locality, are tzh-
taincd from there, and they afl come to the coast for ship-
ment, together with the wool—American Wool and Cotton

Reporter.

SHRINKING OF COTTON KNIT FABRICS.

An American contemporary, in replying to 2 query e
the irregular shrinkage of cotton knit fabrics. says: ‘I do
not helieve there is any way of shrinking cotton knit cloth
<o that you will not have to make any allowance Jor shrink-
age. but the garments should all shrink about the same, o
that when the goods are finished they will be very nearly uni-
form. If the cloth is not all knit the same and handled the
same from the kritting machine to cutter, the lengths of the
sarments will vary.  For instance. take two picces of cloth
knit on the same machine and with the same yarn, one knit
with 1 loose stitch and the other with a tight stitch: cut
these exactly the same, and you will find that the loose kmit
varment will be shorter than the tight oue when finished.
Cloth knit with a tight take-up and with & Jansc take-up will

Also vary. The only way to have the goods come ont evenly
when finished, is to first sce that your yarn is running evens
then sce to it that your machines are ull knitting the same
nimber of stitches to the inch, and that the take-ups are all
working evenly; do not have one machine rumiing  with a
tight take-up and the next one with a loose ane; or one with
A tight stitch and one with a loose one, for, if you do, you
will have to make different allowances for cach and c\"cry
machine. Do not have the cloth rolled up on rolls either at
fho kunitting machine or anywhere clse thronghout the mill.
if you car assibly avoid it, as the uneven tension the cloth
gets in b ng rolled will make an uneven shrinkage after
leaving the cutter. As good a way as any I kuow nf to
shrink the cloth is to steam it and then run it through hot
tollers to dry. This process has a tendency to put a gloss
on the goods rather than take it off,

IMITATIONS OF MERCERIZING.

All good things have their imitations, and mercerized
cattons are no exception to the feneral rule. Some of the
clu:np goods on the market are nothiug more than highly
finished sateens, the lustre being produced by sizing under
pressure of hot rolls. Such a finish is extremely  fugitive,
and not at all to be compared with the permanent lustre jm-
parted by the mercerizing process. There has grown up in
many quarters a prejudice against mercerized fabrics because
of these fake finished goods parading as mercerized, and to
the ordinary buyer these are frauds extremely difficult of de-
tection. Buyers should be protected against such misrepre-
sentation by the merchants, who presumably know what they
are selling. It is found that the highest grades of goods,
these showing the most silk-like lustre, arc produced with
yarns made of the long staple Sea Island. or Egyptian cot-
tons niercerized in the yarn before being woven into fabric
While good cffects may be produced in plain woven goods
and a high gloss obtained when mercerized in the picce, still,
in the very nature of the process. it is apparent that the sitk-
like cffect produced from weaving mercerized yvarn greatly
surpasses that obtained through the piece mercerizing pro-
coess,

The cliange in the microscopic appearance of cotton mer-
cerized under tcnsjnn is only noticeable in those fibres which
arc actmlly stretched, and not in those which are mnot
strctched.  Roth in yarn and fabrics. cotton which has been
mercerized under tension, or which has been stretched while
in the mercerizing liquor, behaves diffcrently according  tn
the length of the fibre, the method of spinning and the twist.
Yarn consisting of long fibres shows the change in the
greater proportion of the fibres affected. while that consisting
of short fibres 2 much smaller proportion affected by the
mercerizing process.  In this latter casc, the shorter fbres
slip upon cach ather and arc consequently not stretched.
This cxplains why short staple cotton may not be used to
producc cither in yarns or woven fabrics the silk-like lustre.
The long staple cotton is held By the twist, and as it cannot
slip, must be stretched in the process. The silky gloss ob.
tained by miercerizing under ten<ion is duc partly to the
rounding hy streteh of the individual fibres and of Iaying
thern parailel to cach other, cnabling them to reflect the
light uniformly.  The action of the caustic soda upon the
enticle of the fibre destroys it and renders the fibre more
transparent and more glossy in its appearance. Tt will,
thercfore, be scen that shart staple cotton, cotton that is im-
perfectly combed, and carded c¢otton, are not adapted to
show the best results in mereerizing.  While these inferior



