186

THE MONTHLY RECORD.

elected giving attendance at meetings of publish an illustrated Bible, but the plan}Revelation, to every pasage he applied his

Presbytery and Syned.

The following is.which he proposed was something of the,illustrations which, he conceived, were

the present law of the Church on tho rub-jold style. It was to cuntain notes expasi-jcapable of such application. The continn-

jeot, Art. XVIII, Syood 1845

** Wihereas many of the Kirk Sessions con®

‘tory, critical and practical; and in addition
it was to have a series of remarks cxpla-

I

ousness of the commentary was, therefore,
an important part of the originality of the

nected with the Synud are very neglectful of natory of Ilastern custows und wanners, scheme. Third. The pictorial illustrations

their duty in returning  Representauve Elders
to the Chutch Counts, the Syned enjoin Ses-
stons to use greater dibgenco in this atter,
and instiruet Preshyieries to employ all compe-
tent means to secure 8 compharee wih this
tnjunction on the pant of Sessns ‘—And the
Synod further enact, that all Representative
Elders shall be elected wuhun twa months after
the annual meetng of Synnd, 10 anend the
meetinge of the Preshytory of the bounds, and
the ensuing Annual Meeting of the Synod ,
that, in case of death or deunssion, a new elec-
tion shall be made within one memh of the
samo ; and that 1he extract mntes of such
elections, duly ceruified, shall be lud on the
tables of Presbyteries at thewr first ordunary
meeting after such election shall have taken
place "—1b

) > -
Lachine Congregation, Canada East.

We have mnch pleasure in giving inser-
tion to the subjoined communication. Such

|

and illustrated pictorially. The working,
up of tha plan was to be accomplished, by
dividing the whole mto ¢everal departments-
[Unto Kitto was assigned the department of
Eastern customs and mauners; but he
entered so fully into his subjeet, and earv-
ed out a course so completely novel,j that
Mr. Knight vesolved to commit to him
aloue, the nhole management of the work.
With this charge Kitto was highly pleased.
e set abont the work with all lus energy,
and in three years or thereabout finished it
to the complete satisfaction of all concern-
ed. As this book first led him into the
line of' study which he afterwards so suc-
cessfully pursued, and as it containy the
leading characteristics of all his other
popular works, it may wvot be improper to
point out distinetly its peculiaritics. The
idea was altogether original.  In three

These did through the eye, what the re-
marks in the commentary did through the
understanding.  ‘They fixed upon the mind
the rite, custom, or manner alluded to, by
a clear aud simple sensible representation
But the original purpose of the comnen-
tary was not forgotten even in these pic-
torial vepresentations.  None of them were
Jdrawn from the imagination ; if they did
not exhibit some rite or ceremony, or na.
taral or artificial ohject, mentioned in the
Bible or connceted with the Bible, and
which exists now, or has existed in time
past, they were denied admittance. In
this department the travels of Kitto came
in to his assistance ; and the keen, piercing
eye, with which be looked upon everything
and cngraved it in his mind, told power-
{ully upon his labours now; and clothed
with sinews and flesh what were only naked

a token speaks creditably for the donors things its originality was evilent. [First. bones, breathing into all, actual life—

and the donee,
son’s health may be quite re-established by
his visit to Scotland, and that after his re-
turn be may be spared for many yeurs to
£o in and out among his flock at Lachine
8y their faithful and esteemed pastor and
personal friend.

PresgxtaTion.—A few of the friends
and well-wishers of the Rev. W, Simpson.
of Lachine, learning that he was abeat to
visit his native country, after an ahsence of
fourteen years, in order to show for him a
mark of their respect and esteen, subseribed
the bandsome sum of four hundred and
sixty dollars towards defiaying his ex-
penges.  This act of liberalty wot only
shows the high estimation in which Mr.
Simpson is held asa zealous minister of the
Gospel, but also how much he is valued as
a private friend.— Presbyterion.
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Congregation of Darlington,

We learn with much pleasure that this
congregation, worshipping at Bowmanville
and Orono, bave erected, at a cost of £610,
a han brick Maise as u residence for
their Minister.~—17.
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INTERFSTING EXTRACTS.
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Kitto's Pictorial Bible.

When Kitto entered upon this work, he
entered on the grand work of his life. Hc‘
bad now reached the ground on which he
could build with safety, honour and proﬁt.i
Into thiz work, he threw all his heart and,

of the Biblo. We have many excellent
commentaries on the Bible, hut they deal
with its Juternalities, they deal with its
theology——its revelations, its doctrines—its
principles—its duties—its practical lessons.
But it is with the language the Pictorial
deals-—and the customs and manners re-
ferred to, and the figures cmployed, and
the allusious made to the outward things
of the Word of God. These ulone were to
form the matter of comment. Hence it is
that some, mistaking the object of the work
cowplained that there was too little of the
doctrinal and practical.  But the author
never intended aud never promised to make
it either doctrinal or practical, and it was
inconsiderate to quarrel with a writer for
not doing what he distinctly made known
he did not wish to do.—One source of
originality, therefore, was confining the
connnentary to this class of subjeets, and
this class only. Second. Making a con-
tunuous commentary on this principle, was
another sourcc of originality, A goodly
numbe: of authors had written on the
manners and customs, and antiquities cf
the Jews and other Oriental uations.
Good old Harmer was the first, or among
the first, who hit upon this rich vein of
Scripture iHustration: Burder improved
upon Harwer, and Paxtou upon them both.
Others made their contributions, till the
material collected had becomne a vast heap,
Bat all these writers had fixed upon de-
tached and isolated passages. One cus-
tom illustrated a text here, and another rite
illustrated a text there; and in o few cases

soul. Nothing could be wmore cougenial. passages were classified, illustrated by cer-
His carly studies, lis natural taste, auditain customs, and regularly divided iuto
especially his travels, all contributed to aidjchapters and sections. But there was no
bim in its prosccution. They almost im- continuous illustration of the vsholo Bible.
elled hin to it, ‘Theidea origivated with This was the deficiency Kitto supplicd.
itto himself. Mr. Knight proposed to,Beginning with Genesis and ending with

8
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Wo trust that Mr. Simp- it wasa_commentary on the cxtrrualities conscious vitality.  Such was the Pictorial

Bible; a work which has given an onward
impulse to Biblical studies—which has
gathered into one focus rays of theological
light lying scattered over a thousand vo-
lumes, aud which has especially opened up
an interesting field of investigation to other
classes of Christians besides theological
studente and professors of divinity. Nc¢
sooner was it published than it secured a
wide range of popularity. It burst upon
the public like a meteor, with a strange,
uncommon, but welcome light. Tt was
hailed by merchants and men of business,
and even by tradesmen and mechanics, a3
well as by divines and philosophers. [t
cstablished upon an immoveable basis, the
reputation of its author; and now, he could
take rank among the most popular of wri-
ters, and u high stand among the learned,
not only in England and Germauny, butn
the wide world—a position after which his
heart had been yearning for many long and
dreary years, even, as wo have seen, from
the days of boyhood. The same foatures
which characterise the Pictorial Bible,
characterise the greater part of his other
works, so that it will not be necessary to
make any more direct ailusion to them.
He made a track for himself, and wisely
did he keep to that track till the end.—
Ch. lustructor.
—re——
Opinion of the Jewish Character by a
Christian Writer.

It 1s the fashion in this country to decry the
Jews—1o represent them as wnvariably sordid,
mercenary, avaricious and griping—indeed, to
carry the charges laid against them to suche

‘Ienglh, as to associate with their name a spint

of usury, amounting to the most flagrant and
dishenorable extortion.  And these charges
have been repeated so often, and echoed se
riously by so many persons deemed a respec
table authority, that the prejudice against the



