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THE JESUITS’ OATH.

Hard thjpgs have been said by the ig-
norant and unthinking against the ditfr-
ent European countries that expelled the
Jesuits from their coasts; but on reading
the following, we think they will be con-
vinced that they forfeit all right, not
merely to pretection, but to toleration
from powers which they bind themselves
by outh to destroy. They are an exceed-
ingly unsafe element in any country
whose creed is Protestant.

When Pope Clement XIV,, issued a
bull in 17795, abolishing the Order of
Jesuits. annulling its statutes and releas-
ing the members from their vows, its
constitution was made public and em-
braced the following oath :—

I. A. B, now in the presence of Al-
mighty God, the blessed Virgin Mary,
the Llessed Michael the Archangel, the
blessed St. John Hab ist, the holy apas-
tles St. Peter and St. Paul, and the
saints and sacred host of heaven, and to
you my shostly father, do declare from
my hcart, without mental reservation,
that Pope Gregory is Christ's Vicar-Ge-
neral, and is the true and only Head of
the universal chureh throughout the
earth; and that by virtue of the keys of
binding and loosing, given to his holi-
ness by desus Christ, ke hath power to
depose heretical kings, princes; states-
commonirealthsynd goreriments, all beinyg,
egel without I sucred confivmation,
and that they may sapely be destroged ;
therefore, to the utmost of my power, T
will defend this doctrine and his Holi-
ness’ rights and customs against all usur-
pers of the heretical or Protestant au-
thority whatsoever. especially against the
now pretended authority and Church in
England, and all adberents, in regard
thai they be usurped and heretical, op-
posing the sacred mother Church of
Rome.
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I do renounce and disown any allegi-
ance as due to any heretical king. prince
or State named Protestant, or to any of
their inferior magistrates or officers. [
do further declare the doctrine of the
Church of England, or of the Calvani-t<,
Huguenots, and other Protestants to be
damnable, and those to be damned wlo
will not forsake the same. I do further
declare that T will help, as<ist, and advise
all or any ef his Ioliness” agents in any
place wherever I shall be,and do my ut-
most to extirpate the heretical Protestant
doetrine, and to destroy all their pretend
ed power, legal or otherwize. T do tur-
ther promize and declare, notwithstanding
that I am dispensed with to assume any
religion heretical for the propagation of
the Mother Churel’s interests, to keep
secret and private all her agents’ edun-
sels, as they entrust me, and not to di-
vulge, directly or indirectly, by word,
writing or circumstance whatsoever, bt
to exccute all which shall be proposed.
given in charge, or discovered unto me,
by you, my ghostly father, or by any o
this convent.

All of which I, A. B..do swear by the
Blessed ‘Frinity, and Blessed Sacrament,
which I am now to rec ive,to perform
and on my part to keep inviolably: and
do call all the heavenly and gloviow
hosts of heaven to witness my real ir
tentions to keep this my oath. 1In tesi
mony hereof, 1 take this most holy and
blessed sacrament of the eucharist, and
witness the <ame furtl.er with my hant
and seal, in the face of this holy con
vent.

I emember an anecdote of a certair
preacher who thus apostrophised Virtw
in his sermon:—* O Virtue! woulds
thou but appear on the earth iu all thf
beauty and loveliness, surely all mer
would love thee.” To this an Orthodo.
mimster replied :—* Virtue did once 8
pear bodily on the earth,in all its beau
and loveliness, and its possessor was co
demned and crucified.” Can you tell &
who these preachers were ?P—
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