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ing. From a hundred cottage roofi the flames were whiretl aift in the nighit
wind, and tie smoke hung like a funeral paît over the deserteti village. Froas
the deeks of the ships, anad froua the alesolate shore, the seene ivas hcartrending.
and a louai cry went up, &- We shall behlaud no aiore our homnes in the village o1'
Grand Pré

Paradise Row, & John, Oct. 281h. 1870.
(Coialiivevl ina next No.)

COMMON SENSfl FOR AMNTERS' WIVDS.
(Prom the Christian Union.)

"How shah! you like be-ing a minister's wife
Does anyone ever ask a nèwly..eigaged girl, .4lIow shall you hike being a

broker's, or dentist's, or lawyer's, or naerchant's, or grocer's, or bankcr's, or
doctor'.s, or tailor's wife ?" 1 had neyer heard any of these qu,-rics propoun4ded
ta '4engacged " friends receiving connr-tulations. !Iow etartieti was 1, then,
wben ail my two-hundred-andl-fifty inost intiniate friends. and their fathers,
mothers, unciles, auints, andi cousins to thc fifth dcgrec, opened on ume with the
que*stion, IlHow shall vo like being a ministers wife ?"

s it strangre that f becan ta wonder that 1 bad neyer befure knoivn bow
diffierent a minister's wife mnust be from other woanen ? Born anti brouglit up
in a happy lawyerls homie, baving no theological relatives. 1 bati neyer been
behinti the scenes, and M-5. A., Mrs. B. and Mrs. C., the wives cf my various
pastors, had always seened ta mie matie of ordinary flesh andi bancs.

Ihati now been married several yeams Morbidness bas given place ta an
increasingly happy spirit. Sure -)f my busband's sympathy and cooperation, 1
have been able. 1 think, ta live down an xny own imanediate coinauunity saone of
the false theories thit haniper the lives of my) sisterhood, and now I feel justified
ina striving to set forth these false though popular theories, and ira urging others
ta live then down.

People thixak that the mninister's wifc sustains relations ta her husband's
people analagous to bis own, invoiving, the duties of frequent. visiting of
parashioners. leading the female members'of a flock ira ail their religiaus and
charitable undertakings, serving on ail their committees, anti presiding over ail
the:r meetings. She nmust keep open bouse.. The Manse is church property,
andi must be made a convenience-a comnion grounti wbere ail the people, froni
Mr. Croesus ta Mr- Lazarus, may meet on an equal footing She must place
ber tume at the disposai of others. "1One wants always ta fel welcomne at the
pastor's hanse,» said a good womaa to me once; whicb, translated, iiterally
means, "lWe cannot rian into evervbady's bouse uncerernaniously, at ail sorts of
bours. But the pastor's wife is comnion property, andi it's Sa nice ta have anc

pl1ace where one can get a bearing at any bour af day or night, 'when one bas a
ittic tisne banging beavy on ane's banads, or a littie trouble, or a bit of news to

talk over."' t

She inust acccpt grsaiouqly and gratefully any patronage, or counsçel, or gift
(howcrer useless or distasteful) or invitation, that is offered ber, because such
are the expressions of ber people's love!

Now take these points anc by one, and sec if they are flot in direct antago-
nisi» ta the spirit of ordinary wornen's lives. Could the lawyer's wife %usaan
such relations to bis clients ý> the doctor's wife to bis patients ? the mercbant's
wifè to bis customers ? W ithout exception, these ideas% are false andi burefful in
the extreme. I claim that there is not one single solit.ary thing that a woman
shoulti do solely beca use sbe is a minister's wife. 1 claim tbat ber life sbould be
governeti by precisely thc saine principles that ought ta govern every other
Christian woman. Mark the word! 1 say Christian woanan.


