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A SUGGESTIVE NOTE ASTO WHAT MIGHT BE BROUGHT
TO LIGHT ABOUT THE PADDLEFISH TEROUGE

DEEP LAKE DREDGING.*

B BY AN.%DRRjw HALlE??.

One of thc most remarkable things in modern biolegicai
research concerna what bas beezi brought te light through dep
%ea dredgng. Many new spece o fishes, often grotesque iniApparnc, cnsrutedsoasto esstpresueand many ofthem furmished with phosphorescent organs enabbing theinte see in the darkness of the abyss. have through such re-seairches been added te the hia. An instance of the kind fromour own marine waters relates to the only specunen known of* Raja abyssicola-a male obtained at a depth. to 1,588 fathomsfrom off the coast of the Qucen Charlotte Islands, British Col-amnbla Upon this fish,mi my "Check List of the Flahes of theDominion of Canada and Newfotmdlaud," I bestowed the ver-nacular name of Deep Sea Ray; and in a foot note, bere quotedhuom that work, 1 drew attention to that remrkable find--

No ray was ever found et any sc.a deptb as this before.A ray from, a depth of 565 fathom is indluded mu the EUa ofdeepsea fies obtained. by the? dredgings of Uic «Challenger'(Gunther), and ,R. amiidews, a-umiform jet-black species,
bas been obtained front a depth of 597 fathoms in the Bay of

Bengal' (Bridge), but as far as available recrds show, nonehave been obtained at a greater depth than sme 600 fathoms
except this oue.9

Now, it bas occurred to mie, for reasons pi'esently te bepointed out, that possibly something concerns the distriba-
tian ef the Paddlefish ((Polyodon spailu-Wa), wbicb as yet is un-knowr.. This singular fish stil extista in plenty in Uic Miss-issipp Valey, and in waters of Uic southern United States.besides which, at exceedlngly rare lutervais, it bas been foandln waters ofthUi Great Lakes system,. its records, as agmmn
quoted from my ""Check List." being these-

&*Exceedingly rare lu Canada-Uich followimg appeamlug
to be its records: L ak Huron, near Sarnia, Ontario (two spec-mens); Spanisb River, District of Sudbury (one specimen);
Lake Helen, Nipigon River (one specamn) Lake Erie (if
frem the Canadian side ef Uic lake--one spcmn:plentiful

Uith Mississippi valley and soutbern United States: also re-
cordsd from Ohio River (LeSueur, 18 17, as Plairosira edeot-
qpuMidd by pe~m «d zb. Depaty MW ~eof Mais Sevioe
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