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A R0YA1L PEAC£MAKeR.

RE parents of the great saint and princess, Elizabeth-
ofPortugal, were Peter III, king of Aragon, and

Constance, daugliter of Manfred, king of Sicily.
She 'vas born lu the year 1271, and at hier baptisin received
lier naine, iii niemory of bier aunt, the famous Elizabeth of
Hungary.

The littie princess' mission, even iii lier cradie, was that
of « peacemaker ' for the f amily discissions -which existed
at bier birtlî betweeu lier father and graxdfather, James I.,
were amicably'settled and neyer resumed. Her grandfather
James took littie Elizabeth under lus special care, sur-
rouuding bier by persons whose counsel and example were
to implant iii lier soul a practical faith and a love of solid
virtue. Our littie saint corresponded admirably to the
desires of father and grandfatlier, for at the age of eighit,
she delighited in assisting at the offices of the chiurcli, in the
practice of bodily niortifications, and seemned able to sup-
press every sally of self will, and miaster ail lier inclina-
tions. Froin lier touclîing compassion for tue poor, it was
easy tQ presuppose that shie had inherited inany of lier
saintly atint's clîaracteristics, and that slîe would one day
beconie the inother of the iieedy and afflicted.

Elizabeth liad but attaiined lier twelftli year wvlien ain-
bassadors canie frorn Naples and Eigland to ask lier lîand
or the respective hieirs of the two k'ingdoîns. But Denis.
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