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loss. The owners of such of the American
vossels as havo been injured will, of course,
domand redress for losses sustained by the
outrage, oither in their own persons or
through their Government, and, if we mis-
tuke not greatly, the damage will be found
far to exceed the costof continning the force
up to the present hour.  The Government
are liable, for it was Jaeir duty to have kept
up @ proper prolecting forco of polce, as
guthorized by the Act.

TIE MONTREAL FIREMEN.

One of the most striking cvidences of the
{mproveinent of the social condition of the in-
fhabitants of this city, is the gencious emula~
tion which pervades a body of men, acknow-
ledzedly the most useful, to surpass each
other in the exercise of a dexterity, and a
power on which so often hang the lives and
properties ef theirfellow beings-we mean the
Montteal Fire Companies. For ourselves we
can fancy few positions more gratifying, more
sclf-ennobling than those these active firemen
are so conslantly called upon to fill; and we
can fully understand, and enter into the feel-
ing of honest pride with which his breast must
be animated whose good fortune it is to save
some agonized wile or helpless child from the
devouring element by which he is himself so
frequently surrounded.

On Tuesday, there was a general «turn
out > of the different Companies, for the pur-
pose of testing the power of their respective
Engines—(most of them beautiully fitted up
inall their appointments,:—and throw:ng their
water to the greatest altitude. ‘The object
selected on which to trace the effect was the
French Cathedral, and on the tower of this
water was thrown by the Montreal, 2 new
Engine built by a French Canadian, named
Le Page, to the very great height of 166 feet
—surpassing, we lheard an American gentle-
man observe, anything of the kind known
either in Philadelphia or New York, in which
cilies the Fire Dapartments have long been
celebrated for their excellence.

The prize contended for on this occasion
by the JAlntreal, was the largest one—a
Purse of £12 10s., added to which was a

“Sweepstakes of £2 cach. The other com-
petitors were the Union of this city, and the

D:luge of Quebee, which latter, so far fiom
raising the waters higher than they Lad ever
been, was it appears the most deficient in
power.

There had been a previous contest, when
the Hero an engine of the second class, oz~
tained a victory,as little Heroes evershould by
throwing the water up 155 feet,—thus wining
a prize of £7 10s., with £5 each added. s
beaten opponent was the Protcctor, which had
sustained some iniiury, thus preventing any
desire of successful competition.

A Dinner subseguently took place, at which
it appears some difficuity arose as to the re-
cognition of the Mayorin his official capacity.
This is to be regretted, for we certainly do
think that political considerations ought not
to weigh in the choice of the first magistrate
of a city, who is supjiosed to have nothing but
the public weal at heart —Be this as it may,
however, we for onc feel gratified for the re=
freshing dews he has been the means of
showering upon the parched eath, in the
immediate theatre of our labors, during the
East hot wecks when all nature scems to have

ven withered up.

WOODEN RAILWAYS.

From the correspondence which we pro-
mised last week, and which is published in
onr present number, it will be seen that an
important saving in the construction of the
St Lawrenco amd Atlantic Railway may be
effected, by the substitution of wood prepared
in the mauner therein alluded 1o, instead of
iron.—As an evidence of the stringent
power of the prepuration it may be merely
necessary 1o remark that meat, kept five
minutes in it will, when taken out, be found
to_have all its juice extracted, and every
winciple of decay removed. As we have

efore stated, this country abounds in the
malter necessary to the preparation and
hardening of wood.

MR. CAMERON IN TIE WEST.

As we professed in our opening number,
we shall ever he prepared to accord every
credit to the Government when their acts
are such as to command it. Mr. Cameron
the Suliritor General has, we find, proceeded
to the Western District, for the purpose of
inquiring into certain grave charges pre-
ferred against the Sheriffand protege of the
gallant member for Essex.  These charges
have been some time before the Govem-
ment, and thc?' who are more immediately
interested in the proposed investization, are
indebted to the persevering enerzy and de-
termination of R.Woods, Esquire, the brother
of the member for Kent,

The following critique from a Kingston
contemporary has been enclosedtous, Ve
should have thought that the editor of the
paper from which it is taken would have
dono us the justico to_send his commentary
immediately to ourselves, in which case we
could have earlier assured him, ashe seems
desirous to know, that his “impression is
an erroneous one.”—*“'The WeekLy Ex-
postTOR,”? has not attacked the Government
in any other manner than an henest and in-
dependent paper has a right to attack it—
that is by pointing out and deprecating
abuses whkich involve the interests of the
community at large.  Whatever our private
or individual feelings may have been, or
are, we are sensible that to indulio in these
in a publication szch as the Exrostror pro-
fesses to be, would be to weaken our own
strength.  Let the Administration show no
vulnerable point, and we shall certamnly
not take the troubie to. ! out of our
course to imagine one. b. assuredly we
can discover no good reason why we should
sufler abuses which are genenlly acknow-
ledged to enist, and which we have pledsed
ourselves 1o expose simply because they
are these of the Government, which ought
to set the example of perfoction to all s—

 We have received from Montreal two num.
bers of a weekly paper sust published in that city
under the title of ¢ /e Weekly Expositor)—a
Railway and Mining Journal, and Reformer of
Public abuses. A smgular asenciation of names
anlattributes, by the way, The paper is very
well written, neatly printed, and comiaing much
information on railway and tming matters ; pro-
wising so far a great deal of usefulness. A ¢ re.
former of public abuses’ would undoubtedly
prove also of great wility ; but with all respect
for the talents, and consideration for the position
of the writer, we feel ourselves compelled in can-
dor to say that we kuow of no greater ! public
abusc ’ than the practice very common in this
country of secking redress for real or fancied
personal iajuricsat the hands of the government
of the day by threatencd or actual opposition to
¢ i govermment through the medium of the press,
Tae i_mprcss!on is abroad that the Expositor
owces His exisience to mere personality of feeling
—ike desire to revenge the actaal or fancied it
treannent of its conductor ; and we confess that
weshould tike to find this itnpression nn erroncons
one, ‘The bitter tone of hostility assamed at the
outset towards he adminsiration 1scertainly not
calcuiated to prove it so.”

1mE OLYME(_)_ THEATRE,

Since the observations contnined in onr
last number, we Lavo had no reason to alter
the favorable opinion we expressed in regard
Mr. Skereett’s company, who, wo are glad
to find, have left off the absurdity of Ten-
gedy, for the more enlivening Comedy, in
which they all more or less excel. Tia-
gedy, however well played, loses in a
small theatre much of Mt illusion which
distance creates, and without which it de-
generates into the bombastie,  Several
good picees have been performed during
the past week, and the first amony these is
decidedly ¢ Old Heads and Young Hearts,”
a contedy by Beurcicanlt, full of point and
gpirit, and excellently well understood and
performed by the \v?lolu company. This
was played last night to a full house, which
we were glad to see nssembled to acknow-
ledge the indefatigable pairs of the % Man-
ager in Distress.” " Among these were twn
or three beautiful women of the melting
eye and the raven hair,” whose example, if
more fre uentl{ given, as we are sure it will
be when Mr. Skerrett assumes the direction
of the new Theatre now in the course of
erection, would we are confident be more
generally followed.

The star of the night was, of course, Mrs.
Skerrett.  She acted the widow with a fas-
cination that caused one almost to regret she
was not in reality what she represented her-
self—arresting as she did, every eye by the
graceful playftiness of her manner, and the
winning modesty of her deportment. Both
in the comedy “and in the after piece (Tom
Noddy) she was attentively listened to, and
warmly applaudedy—the house evidently un-
decided whether to admire her most in her
own female character, or that of the soldier,
but not very warrior boy of the days of the
Cavaliers and Roundheads, which she layed
in the most charming manner,—Ifer Eeneﬁ!
takes place on Saturday—the last evening of
the performances of the scason,—and we feel
assured that, after the demonstrations that
were made last evening in favor of the murth
inspiring husband, even a more triumphant
tribute to talent awaits the highly gifted wife.
Let those who have not scen s, Skerrett,
and who think our encumia overcharged, go
and judge for themselves,

To night Mrs. Maywood, who plays the
old woman with much nature and judgment,
takes her henefit in the much spoken of
Comedy of Fashion—an American delination
of high life. Ths at least is a curicsity, and
as such, if no better reason offered, worthy of
altention, i

Of Mr. DeWalden we need not say more than
is contained 1n the following parazraph,which
we gladly copy from the Tlmes of this morn-
ing:—

“ To-morrow evening, Mr. D Walden, the inde-
fatigable s:age-nanager, asks the play-going por-
tion of our citizens 1o testify their apyreciation of
hig varicd merits, and nore have greater cluin
opon them.  As an actor, he is deservedly a fa.
vorite: ta sce him make his eatrée, is to know
you will be amused ; and so versatile are his tal-
ents, it is difficuit to say i what b= cxcels, Hie
madern gentlemenare ele :ant and casy--witness
his * Litilcton Coke.” ‘That he is spirited, his
“Frank Heantwell” i3 a p-oof. His men abousg
town are life=like ;= "Tom Shuflleton” evi-
dences this.  That he can assame the peculmri-
ties of nge, nons can deny who hnve witnessed
his personations of * Old Coblle” and “ Res-
tive”” That he is a low comadian, Pugas
has convinced us.  On Friday, he g'ves imity-
tions of the great actors of the age,—Kean, Mac.
ready, Vandenhofl, Farren, Buckstoae, &c. &e.,
and gives us a_taste of his qualitics as a comic
singer.  Two distinguished geatlemen amatenrs
alss lead their attraction. It is the last night bt
one of the scason,”
m—————*_______——__——'“_ﬁ

$° Wo have partieniarly to roquest, that such of e
Snlreriben as may Inve teason to enmitnin of the none
delivery of the “Wergte Lipasivor.” wil maha the

fact Lonwa at tha office.  “T'he tile from the commencement
may Le Lad by these whocre desicousof Kacning it



