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this is done when this morfal puts od jm-
mortality. This inspired comment gives
us tho menning of the pussage; and shews
by the deliverance of the one party from
death, what will be the state o!P the other.
The former will rise from the dead in vic-
tory and triumph, and leave the others in
subjection to death and corruption, behind.
TIsaiah xxvi, 18, 14, 19—21. ¢ O Lord our
God, other lords beside thee have had
dominion over us; but by thee only will
we make mention of thy namu. They are
dead, they shall not live; they are deceased,
they shall not rise; therefore hast thou
visited and destroyed them, and made all
their memory to perish. * * * Thy dead
men shall live, together with my dead body
shall they arise. Awake and sing, yo that
dwellin dust; for thy dew is as thé dew
of herbs, and the earth shall cast out her
dead,” &e. &c. ' °®
This chapter is closely relntpd to the for-
mer, and is a song of thanksgiving for the
mercies revealed in it. The passages hero
sct down, place two soris of characters be-
fore us, tyrants who had oppressed the peo-
le of God; and those who were the sub-
jects of that oppression. They also shew
a difference in the circumstances of the
garties. Both were svbjected to death;
ut both were not to bg equally keld by
death, Of the former it was said, 2hey
shall not live; they shall not rise; that s
with the people of . “They conuuut
.subject Lo death. ~Of the others it is said,
thy dead shalllive; my deceased, they shall
rise. (2.) They shall not continue subject
to death ‘as ‘the others. Though mortal
and entombed in the earth with others,
they shall be thie subjects of a prior resur-
reclion from the dead, and leave their
oppressors behind, ‘as prisonersin the grave.
The prophet then adds, ¢ come, sy people,
enter into thy chambers, and shut thy
doors about thee; hide thyself as it were
for a little moment, until the indignation be
overpast.  For, behold, the Lord cometh
out of his place to Punish the inhabitants of
the earth for their iniquity; the earth’also
shall disclose her blood, and no more cover
her slain”” (3.) The coming of the Lord,
the first resurrcetion, the judgments of the
Tord upon the wicked, and the deliverance
of the people of God, are distinctly stated.
The foﬁowin chapter continues the samé
subject, concluding with the restoration and
‘sanctification of the dispersed Israclites.

Ezek, xxxiv. 1—14. In the preceding
chapters, the prophet foretels the restoration
" of tﬁe Jews, the)r conversion from & to
holiness, and their settlement in their own
country. These things were to take place
ona future and distant day; and the Isracl-
jtes when living, saw no hope of sharing
this happiness. They were now captives
in Chaldea: their beloved country was
long waste and desolate; and before the
period of their captivity ended, in all pro-

bability most of them would be numbered
withthedend.  Under these circumstances,
the promises of restoration to.their own
country, and of national prosperity, and
glory after that restoration, would afford
them byt little comfort, as individuals.
They might rejoice in the prospect of their
children ‘being delivered from oppression
and being reinstated in the land of their
forefathers, and made happy and prosper-
ous under the mild and righteous govern-
ment (fthe exgcctcd Messiah. They might
console themsclves with the thought, that,
their nation and kingdom would survive
its dishonour, its captivity, and again rise
to distinction and glory in the carth. But
these thoughts woul?, be attended with
the painful remembrance that they, them-
sclves, would not live to see that happy
time; before its arrival, they would be num-
bered with the dead. The sun of the
morning which would gladden the eyes
of those who would then live, could
only shide upon their mouldering ashes,
novw silent in the grave: and the felicity,
rescrved for the future race, would be no
felicity to them. Under these circumstances
they mournfully said, % our bones are dried,
and our hope i8 lost; we are cut off for our
parts.” Whatever good may be in reversion
for others, no good remains to us: As far
as we are concerned, the covenant made
wiah Ab‘rfham,]an{‘d renewed with Isaac
and Tansnh, 30 a dda <1t 1 -
nant of mercy and fg‘rlglé*e‘};v‘ltﬁ a8, M 5%6-
viate this state of despondency, and to com-
fort the pious Israelites then living, then
mourning in captivity and exile,. the cit-
cumstances took place, which are narrated
in the text. . T

The prophet, in vision, was.taken and
laced in a valley full ¢f human bones.
He was led to survey them, and to pass
from one place to another, to complete the
survey. He found the number was grea
and the bones dry, very dry; they had long
been under the empire of death; no sem-
blance of life remained. A question was
now proposed to the prophet, can these
bones live,”” who answered, ¢ 0 Lord God,
thou knowest. He was then commanded
to prophecy, and say,  thus saith the Lord
God unto these bones; bekold, I will .cause
breath to ender into you, and ye shall live:
and Twill lay sinews upon you, and “will
bring up flesh upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breatk in you, and ye shall
live; and ye shall know that I am the
Zord” He did as he was commsnded;
and as he prophesied, there was a noise
and a shaking, and, the bones came together,
bone to his bone; and sinews, and flesh,
and skin, came upon them, but there was
no breath in them. He was then com-
manded to say to the wind, ¢ come from
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live”* He did so,

and the breath came into them, and they

Nived, and stood up upon their f¢et, an ex-
cceding great frmy. .

The vision was now explained.to the
prophet, and he was taught the following
fucts. 1. The dry bones were typical of

They were subject to despondency and des-
air, and mournfully wailed and said, “our
ones are dricd up, and our hope is lost;

we aro cut off for our parts” They had
no more hope of sharing jn the felicity of
the final restoration of their nation, and the
reign of their Messiah, than the dried
bones had of being restored to life. The
one circumstance was as improbable as the
other -

2. The resustitation of these dry bones,
was typical of the resirrection of the pious
Israclites from the dead, to share in the
happiness of the promised restoration, and
in that of the kingdom of- the expected
Messiah.  As certainly as the prophet saw
in vision, the dry bones restored to life;-so
certainly shall they be restored to life, and
brought out of their graves, and be endowed
with the spirit of God, to prepare them for
the future enjoyment of their own country,
under the reign of their expected Messiah,

3. That this resurrcction should take
place before the restoration of the Israeli-
tish nation t6 theland of their fathers. No
matter where the pious Jews are dispersed,
where they are living, or where they are
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will find them; infinite power .will raise
them up; and infinite goodness and faith-
fulness will- reinstate them in the promised
inheritance. ... - - . ..

4. This resurrection will be followed by
the unfon of the two kingdoms of Judahand
Israel. They were divided under the reign
of Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, and con-
tinued as two kingdoms until the Israelites
were carricd away captive by Shalmaneser,

t,|king of Assyrin, and since- then no wunion

has been ible. , Itis not known where
the ten tribes are; -and the descendants of
the two remaining tribes, have been, and
still are scattered abroad, among the nations
of the earth. But both parties will be re-
stored to the land of their fathers; they shall
be one nation under one king; and, the
resurrection here foretold, is placed anterior
to thisunion, and thiskingdom. This chap-
ter is in striking. agreement with the pro-
phecy of the first resurrection, and of the
saints reigning with Christ. Rev. xx. 4—6.

5. This restoration will be final. They
will be divided no more; dispersed no more;
but they will be sanctified, made obedient,
and bappy, and shall enjoy the blessing
and presence of God, in the land which He
gave to their forefathers; aud to them forever.

I see no possibility of explhiriing this pas-
sage, but bmih 'yit 'x'n&éts' olgﬁouslt)md
literal meaning. Here are predictions of

the restoration and conversion of the Jews;

»

the stato of the Israclites then, in captivity.
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