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is business it is the merest routine and
is carried through withoit interest and
without zeai. The remedy for this is
to bring the real work of religion into
the business meetings. Let the phil.
anthropic committees report their work
there, and let it be discussed and
directed. If necessary let us dispense
with written answers to queries and ap-
point delegates to state tromn their own
love for and interest in the meetings,
the state of Society queried after.
And this, again, is for Young Friénds
to do. Let us remember that our So-
ciety rose in a protest against forms
and formalism in religion, and let us
flght it wherever we find it, always re-
mnembering, however, that aur war is
against things, not people, and that ta
the latter, however, we niay oppose
themn or be opposed by them, we owe
the love of brothers-of children of a
common Father. Our cammittee wark
needs only hearty co-operation of al
inembets to be efficient. If the young
as well as ail others, see ta it that they
do riot shirk appointments from niere
inertia, and -when appointe1 niake it
sure that their part of the duties are
.done, a great deal can be accamolish-
ed. There is great need for reforni,
howcver, in many coinmittees where
one or two members do ail the work.
Here, as always, there are no successes
without labor, no effects without cause.

The last function of a church and
one of its mast important, is one that
wve leave almost entirely undone.
That is the duty of spreading the
Truth as we see it. Surely a plain duty.
A church calling itself Christian is the
bringing together cf thase who see eye
to eye,. and who will march shaulder ta
shoulder, and the carrying to hearts
careless of right and truth, the zeal and
love that should burn upon a church's
altar. As in the work of Jesus hiniseif
so in the work of those who strive to
follow him, the great duty is the rescu-
ing of human souls froni the reign of
evil and unhappin zýss, from that greatest
of condemnations- the loving darkness
rather than light. Yet we, with good

and truc motives, I doubt not, bave
.thut ourselves behind a wall of formai-
ity* and exciusiveness which it requires
some courage to attack. This wall
must be thrjwn down. We must
draw dloser to the world. The old
nionastic idea that men must withdraw
fromn the world in order ta remain spot-
less, is of a past age. Better some
travel and labor stains on our garments
than a purity which tells of idleness
and selflshness. Better dînts and rust
an our armor than the brightness of
inaction. Better an active and striv-
ing church even at the expense of blun-
ders, than a slothful and careless one,
though neyer so clear its record. In
thîs day Christianity shows itself less
and less able to cope witb the difflcul-
ties of our complex civilization. lHn-
nianity is drifting toward carele--ness
aiàd irreligion. Cannot we supply an
ail. Father to thera who have iost an ail-
King, an ali-General? Many brave
nmen dre striving ta do so but too few
for the great duty. Shahl they not
have ont help? Whatever their ban-
ner, whatever their weapon, those who
are doing the all-Father's service are our
allies. For these we should hold an
ail in trust. For these and their work
our meeting houses should be -open,
aur meetings should be open, ourselves
and ail that is ours should be ready.
It is for the Young Friends of ail ages
and conditions to reinove from us the
stigma of a selfishi and narrow church,
and, buiid again the oId character of
an active striving one. To do these
things means ta wield influence with
men, and that again nîeans labor in pre-
paration. Those who influence us most,
other things being equal, are those who
have attained that mysteriaus thing
called culture-the knowing the best
that bas been said and spoken in the
world. This we need as an.instrument
and rmust have if we wouýd reach aur
feliow men te the best advantage.
Friends lean too much ta the practical
so-called in education-to, that which
can be tuined into dollars and cents.
For the work that needs the doing.they
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