
A Cu'nccl-iaiz Agiiostic.

"If Socrates died the death of a philosopher, Jesus died the death of
"a God." Our Agnostie is reported as making such statements as these.

Christ had taugyht some doctrines that were in direct antagoffism tp
the natural feelings and be8t instincts of the hunan race. He haci
failed to encourage intellectual inquiries or Vo, stimniate indepen(lent
investigation. Poverty, slavery, and intellectual degradation, were the
great evils of the early ages. but Christ tiever did anything to
remove them. Neither hiad Christ inculcated peace and happine8s.
On the contrary lie liad even offered a preniiurn to a man to, run away
from lus wife and to forsake his eidren." The stapie of this Ag-
nostic's repeated talks, as reporteci, was made up of sucb unsupported
statements and pitiful perversions. When the chief officer of' the
infidel corps in Canada speaks tlus, what may we expect froin the rank
and file? They who plume theunselves on their benevolence and virtue,
and pose as Ilumanitarians sluould be the very last Vo siander the
character of one in whiom, on the testîmony even of many hostile witnesses
benevolence and virtue were incarnated; whose cotire life was conse-
crated to the cause of truth and righteousness, and who went about
continually doingygood. B ut in spite o f sucli efforts Vo traduce, most of
us will continue to peruse, with deepest interest the incidents of' the
Qreat Biography, and whîle not passingr by on the other side the
expressive portraitures of the Ilcloud of witnesses " will continue
reverentially to pause iii front of the full size figure and exquisite
vignettes of the Il Witness nobler stil." What the notorious Etiri of
Rochester said of the Holy Book applies equaliy to, the Holy One.
When asked, after his remarkable conversion, to explain luis bitter
enmity and that of others like minded: "lA bad heart, a bad heart,"
exclaimed lie, Ilis the great objection Vo, the Holy Book" Like the
antiquated flirt who, iu a passion, broke bier inirror because it revealed
too ftilly and faithfully lier rnultiplying wrinkles. Aristides liad bis
enemnies just because ail mnen spoke well of' lim. Yet more so is it with
Jesus Christ the ]Riglteous.

This AgYnostie mnissionarýy went on Vo say that: Ilthere was not one
8ingle doctrine of Christianity that was any good, that lie couId not
show lîad been taught long before Christianity was flrst proclaited'"
He, however, took good care noV to attempt showing iV. Hie knew
very well that hie could noV make the attempt without appealingr Vo those
very Books which, it is bis callingr to deride and deny, or Vo other
Books not havingr a tithe of the samne historical testirnony in their favour.
From. hs Agynostic standpoint too, what credence can hie attached Vo
doctrines 'taught long before Christianity was -first proclaimed ?
What credibility, on bis premnises, can be attached to, documents sofa


