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science, but also seek divine lght upon conscience. | the less & Pharisee in his doctrines because he

(@) Conscience dues not telb what is right, but bids us do | Christian, The son of & Pharisee. v

what we believe {0 be right. | son of Pharisees,” that is, belonging to a Pharisaic
He refers to the great hope of

i

‘he = o - ’ ineage. Of the hop

'2- 1|h‘ Iml‘hl-l‘r'h “'l {\' l“‘ }“q‘l:i; “r“‘ el Mf-‘f]c‘dt hie people, the appearance of the promised Messiah.
s Whu Bt "1 “”| n"”:‘ AR '3 ,“ ‘f','.“':‘ ol And resurrection of the dead, A pvrmnlm-n\(lm-m“c
a8 ‘l‘._U“_"_ b A "4'".:.‘3 '.'Nll“:m llld\l":; l;-L,l(lﬂ |; l“~ of the Pharisees, which in Paul’s mind received abso-
under accusation for CEHE ™ ably | jute proof in the resurrection of Jesus, 1 am called
he was not in the president = seat, but spoke out from | jy question. He may have referred to Christ's appear-
"“‘l_’lf“'l‘(‘ Lo _l“‘ .":l”-'"“ r“"‘,“.“,“:l"fl:::“_" he ":;:I"“"'“l::"::::";) ances to him on the way to Damascus and in the temple,
over i oman citizen. 10 . A | upon the veality of which depended, in hig mind, the
This was a V jolation of justice, even | aul were there | wyole doetrine of the resurrection 1
for trial 3 but it showed that the spirit of persecution 4
is ‘lllc sume it :'!”.‘:IF.P\‘. Ivhch:ml um;.l iniulnf‘lhc‘ 7. There arose o dissension.  The assembly at
noblest men of .u.vunlln).. was #0 treated DY the bru- | once broke into its tWo Jarties, which hated each other
O Lord Jeftreys, in the reiin of C harles 11 @) We | as bitterly as both mated Paul, The Pharisees for the
should treat all men a8 innocent until they are proved | moment were inclined to think that the apostle might
guilty. really have seen the vision of which he had spoken,

3. Then sald Pau Paul’s words were not quite while the Sadducees considered him a deceiver and an
right, judged by the ndard of his Saviour's example, | enemy. The multitude was divided. That is, the
y:l they need not be criticized severely, for almost any | body of the council, consisting generally of seventy-
man of his quick and fiery nuture, unc er sudden wrong two members, Lesides other officials and attendants,
and insult, would feel the same temptation.

(@) We can all of whom now joined in the w rangle.
learn a lesson of walchfulness over our

wgHues, even
from the Jailing of an apostle. God shall

e
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ite thee, 8. The Sadducees say. This is not intended to give
X rebuke which seems prophetic when we read that even a summary of the doctrine of either party, except
five years later Anunias Wi dragged out of his hiding upon the points of the future life and r]n\_nlu.\l exist-
place in a common cewer, and slain, Thou whited | €nces. The Sadducees held that the spirit censed to
Nall. The white linen of the priestly garments hid o | €xiet with the body. hence that there could be no resur
foul and murderous heart. Sittest thou to judge. rection. Neither n gel. They believed that the
The judge must not be a y:miﬂm and especinlly must gelic appenrances numed in the Old tament W ere
Dot give way 1o anger. Sut in all ages the Jews had manifestation® of the divine glory. ‘ither spirit.
been a turbulent people, and they were e secially £0 at As separate from _(hc body. The ¥ haris confess
that time.  Within @ Tew years their t nple and city both, They believed in an invisible world, and in the
were both bloody With the murderous strife of purties. resurrection and fina) judgment, But for their carnal
() There is a possible demon i every heart ; let us keep conception of Christs kingdom. they would reudily
him ever under walehful care. have received Jesus ae the Messiah,

4 They that stood by. embers of the council, or 9. A great cry. Each side asserting its doctrine
its officers, who were indignant at languagt which |V ciferously. while the Roman officer looked on in won-
seemed to them impious. Revilest thou God’s highe | der. The weribes. The members of the Sanbedrin
priest. The high-priest was the head of Judaism \wre]-(-pnl:lrl_\ known as seribes, though some of them
throughout the world, and tothe people the representi- | Were priests.  Strove. Literally, fought. There wis a
tive of God himeelf ; hence was always treated with hand-to-hand conflict in the council chamber between
great reverence. the two parties, one striving to kill the stle, the

- 9 other to defend him. We find no evil, s in the

5. 1 wist not. This appears to mean that Paul in party admitting what they would never have
the excitement of the moment had forgotten whom he  declared upon grounds of justi o spirit or an
wug addressing 1d now desired to apologize for his angel. While not asserting the resurrection of desus
hasty words. ot it is entirely possible that in i they are ready to admit that his ghost may lave up-
crowded assembly he may not have noticed who had | peqred to Paul. Let us not fight against God. This
chouted out ** Strike him on the m'nmh! or he may  clyuse is not in the best manuseripts, and is omitted
not even have known the high-priest's name. waving  from the Rev, Ver., where the previous sentence Fenils,
been long absent from the city. At 18 written. By And what if a epirit huth spoken to him, or an
these words he <howed at once the inborn courte y of 190 :
his nature, and his re Wy knowledee of the law
he was aceused of violating. ‘Fhou shalt not speak 10. The chiefl captain. Clauding Lysi
evil. Already, in Rom. 13, Panl had written of the in command of the Tower of Antonia
relation of the ‘Christian to the Sta .showing that gov- Prul. He was responsible for the safety of Paul as a
ernment is divinely ordered. and ils‘nmw'r- shonld be  Romun citizen, and took instant measures to secure it
held in reverence. (6) A noble man is net » ashamed (0 Commanded the woldiers. He may have been present,
confess and apologize for nis error. (7)) We should honor | and cent up to the castle for a larger guard : or he may
the affice of a ruler, even when we must despise the man | \ave received word of the struggle from the officer in
who oceupies it charge of Paul. Int. the castle. The Towerof An-

6. When Panl pereeived. His purpose had been . tonia, overlooking (he temple on its northern side.

prese calm and strs ahtforward defense of his 5 )
:(r)m‘drnec:f" |‘l‘l‘|r‘il.-ltiuln.lrl|l he had seen that his hearers | 11+ The night following. At the close of the day,
were in no mood to listen to him candidly 3 and now ag he lay alone in his dungeon. i the reaction that fol-
he determines anddenly ypon a bold stroke which may | lows intense mental strain, Paul may have been dis-
gave his life, One part were wadducees. The Sad- couraged, and needed the rm'n‘h»rnnu revelation that he
ducees were the agnostics of their day. skeptical in WA in the path of duty. The Lord stood by him.
their views of the Old Testament, liber 1 in their ten- Without doubt ina visible form, now well-known (o
encies, and worldly in their lives. They held most of | the apostle. | (8) One glance at Jesus: juce U ill compen-
he offices in the Chureh and the State, though they sate for a lifetime of suffering. He of good cheer.
were less numerous and less pupulur than the rival o

e needed this assurance, for his coming had heen
gect. The other Pharisees, These were @ party against the advice of his best friends, and he may have
which had gradually grown up among the thoughtful | felt doubtful whether i€ conduct had been wise and
Jews, having for its objects the etrict fidelity to the | what was to be the issne. (9 The yi'mlwl saints, an
law, and the separation of the Jews from all other peo- John the Baptist, and @ Paul, hate passed
ples. They surrounded the precepts of Moses with ex- seriences of doubt and depression. wiifie
plnnmhuh" and amplifieations, applying them to the of m

¢ in Jerusalem. Thig was the Lord's indorsement
minute details of life. Believing in the O1d Testament | of his conduet since hehad been in the city. which must
they were more easily ed to belief in the Gospel than hs

1 been of great comfort to the apostle, Also at
were the Sadducees. He cried out. This was & skill- Rome. 1le knew, then, that despite all hig present
ful plan of the apostle. ghowing rare nresenc«-or mind, danger, with only a prison wall between him and
and readiness to adapt himself to cireumstances. We | death, he was seeure, _Am] in \he‘um'r months and
do not sce in it the slightest hypoerizy nor deceit, 1 years. through his imprisonment at Cesarea, and in the
am a Pharisee. fle had been & Pharisce in his Elorm on the Mt'dllorrlm'ln.he Iill||.(‘,h(-'r|sl\('&l the hope
views, helieving in the inspiration of the Ol Testa- which this vision guve him. (9) * So may one crumb of
ment, the coming of the Messinh, the reality of a divine grace and help be multiplied to feed five thousand
spiritual W orld, and the life to come. Andhe wus none wants."—Alford.
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