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I coiinection with the translatiun (if the Malagasy Bible, theru XS une fact
that has alwiays seemed to me a very instructive une. With your lJurnission,f
Mie lùrd, 1 will lay befure this, meeting a cui-Atrast. I have shuwn you. how%
within flfteen years, the Protestant mnissitinaries gave t'> the peuple a cuiin 2 lete

fversion of the Scriptures. It niay bo known tu some of 0uu that die e-.rliest
attempts to Cliristianize Madagascar weure miade by iniissiunaries uf the 1 'iaa
Catholic Clîureh. The lirat mission was sent out by the Purtuguese suin after
the discovery of the island by Lawrence Almieida, in theyvear 1506i. The nis-i
sion «was son abandoned, andi left scarcely a trace (A its existence. The next
atteînpt was madie more thian a century later by iuissionaries sent onut fromj

Frnce. These men c'antinuùd at their work, under g,,reat difficulties, a nd
id ~ many hardships, fo.r about eighteeu years. WVe read. svimethiing t f thuir

duings, andi find froin cild reports that they prepared catechiisis, prayers,
confessions tri the Virgin M1ary, te St. Miýichael, and Johni the Baptist, with
thec comnmand uf the Church to abstain from fleshi on Fridnys ; but we reari
t fot one w' ird -about Bible translation. Now, the Protestant nuissionaries
fwere in M-ýacagascair only fifteen years ; but they considereri Bible translation
a pîrimary dut.y, and with God's help tlit y were able tW accoxnpillisli %vlat they
desired. That shoews nic-st clearly the different coinceptions of missionary
w4irk entertainied by missionaries of theso different clînrches.**

We rejoiced a f ew years ago to notice in the "'Annals çf the rapatil 
of the Faitlî" the fi illowing statement of the Itonli Cathulic înissicanaries;

LtVT< have not as yet ]îad the consolation to B;îd a single village unatfected
by the bite 4.4 thie serpent of hieresy.*" We knuw what these gentleinuîî eau the
bite of the serpent <if heresy. %We have hecard sounds r)f this kiid befure.JWe know that the heresy lies in our Prcitestantisni, and, abrave all, in <'ur

IPratest-nt Bible. Well, it is something tu, get thi i.tiînony of an adversary
tri the fact that; there is sczarely a village in Madagascar where these nien d.)
urttfinrI the 'bite ofthe serpent of heresy. WVe rejoice tha-.t this gluatrilaus
l3uok, this so ciled b oc f heresy, has been sri generally dfuseol ; we re-
joice t,, hear that this sra-called poisoni has affecteil si- nmany of the Mlgs
1peoîle ; ans! lierein lies the ground oaf our hope that Madagascar, as a nati' -in,
ivill neyer yjieid t-> tlie attacks of Pepery. Befo-.re sitting drîwn, allra--w me tu
say a fici wvortls.-about our reît-isioin wo-rk. '%Ve have nuw beeîî cngaged foir a

flittle in-are than two vcara iii the task, of atteiupting tri render i'i-re îîerfect

et Ca nnitte. That Ci -iinunittue cîansists c-f a- principal roviser, and tif t1elega7-tes
fri-'w the varionus binies taf Christian uizssit-nariÎ.s wiarking iii Madlaf'ascar.
The L ad nisi -aay S çiciety sends; ihrcc delegatus ; flie Society for thec
Pr. ilbagatit an a .i the Ga>spei sends une 'dlgrate ; thui Ni irwegian Missic -nary

jScty sends twovulgates; and tlie Srciet.yif Friends senis anaitier. Coin-
Mnga we d4) frami diffurent sec~tioans tif Christ;is Clîur--h, ive are gladi te lizid

duiht tiiere is nu raacticxi difficulty in the way of Qur os-operating in tis
gtriaswaark. Wu further believe tlîat, as we are thus briau-glît 1;tarerta-

getiier, a spirit vaf lira therly loave and harrnorty will, ho. pranited ; antien
we liarik ut-ia i ur variaJis congrégatinns andi reniemlber hoiw again ztid -galui
tht..Jesiit missiîan&aries pa.int thie iger c-f scorn at thu divisitaîîs taf thic l>1r.).
testants. They say te flie perîiie, "«Look at these Proitestants., they canîxiot

a1re aitn esîvs. " W'idl, it is sari that it slîould be poassible fa ar the.
Cflhîuiy tt1Ii t int nt us in this way ; but, un the other lîand, <aur union iii tho i
blesseci work rif revising the translation a:îf God's Wt ardl will shew tto the
natives .-t least ofle thIing-that thougli we imay ho divideri uprin soine iiinnr

fpnin!ts, %ve are ail nne ini our ioyaity te Goa7s blesseri Word. i ai happy
Zn ùc abie t4- tell yriu that Qucen Ra,-nava-ltna reads the Bible ini privatij, she
he.-rs it reari andi prcached fruni in public, andi, morre than this, 1 hîave sceîî
her act as attistribiiter cf God's Word. About thiree or four years, agis 1 was,

Prcsit a a argeschni eamiatio inthe capital oaf Betsilea, about 2 01)I afles frain Antanwarive. At the close of the oxamination the Qucen inade
prtbeents to stîne uf the more diligent scholars, anri those presents chie•ly


