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2y METHOLS PROHIBITED AS BARBAROUS,

The law of nations proscribes all cruelty, and needless
violence or severity.

Thus an enemy who ‘surrenders should never be struck,
waunded, nor killed. From the moment he ceases to.resist
he becomes a prisoner of war; but in order to prevent his
cttompi to «scape, or resist again, he may be disarmed,
guirded, and effectually prevented from causing injury. 1f
the chances of battle place him again at liberty, and he com-
mences to fight, he thereby incurs no forfeiture; should he be
again captured he cannot be punished for having resumed the
fight.  He will only be in fault and liable to punishment, if
he had pr. mised not to do so: respect {or the promise sworn
to the cnemy is the rule.

1t is thus a strict obligation to spare an eneiny who svh-
mits, or wlo has no lo. ger any means of (lLfc.ndmg himseli.
Conse:quently, under no circumstances, neither as a means of
mtimidztion, nor for hatred, nor for vengeance, should it be
declared in dd\ ance that quarter will not be given. . .
1t is not cnly persons, but also property, that the laws of war
protect against useless or excussive sever 1t).

The beligerents should absta'n from all destruction
which is not ab<olutcl\ necessary

From this point of view civilization has imposed restric-
tions which were unknown in former vears. Now-a-days no
General would be excused who would order the des tulctlon
or the pillage of a considerable portion of the enemy’s terri-
tery or of the lasting productions of the soil.

The use of coal vil as a means of destruction is not in
itse’f cenirary to the laws of war, if the act of destruction is
iawful: but its use for acts of vengeance or intimidation is
proliibited.

The cmplovment of weapons, projectiles, or substances
calculated to inflict neudless suffeling 18 prohibited as bar-
hzrous.

In acc rdance with this rule combatants abstain from
using as projectiles, broken glass. jagged bullets, metal shot.
siugs, barbed arrows, bullets containing glass and lime, and
in general, all weapons which, without exercising a direct in-
fivence upon the issue of the struggle. have only the cffect of
producing mcre painful wounds.  This rule applies more
especially to organized combatants, who are provided with
regular arms and ammunition: but no one could blame im-
provised ¢combatants, who. in default of bullets or bavonets,
lozded their guns with shot,,or improvised a weapon out of
the first implement which came to their hands. This con-




