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against people of entlrely opposite opinious,
our ardent entbusiasm begins to cool. It is
then, bowever, that we discover the real
source of our enthusiasm.  If it is only born
. % of \he cxcitement attendant upon large
- 4 gatberiogs it will evaporate with the mis-
 § sionary meeting ; but if it be the true en-
fheisns, that flame of divinity within us
1 whith ever and nuon gleams from out our
3 carthly house, it will grow and shine even in
"t the face of opposition.
Cepventions are important rallying points
for the scattered forces; but they cannot
} provide the sacred fire. It was when the
?‘ High Priest Ieft the smoking sacrifices in
. {the outer court,and, passing through the
crowd of assembled worshippers, entered the
Holy of Holies that he beheld from oft the
cercy seat the glory of the Lord. In order
that our lives may glow with the true spirit
o! eothusiasm we must first enter through
{1ne veil of prayer into the inner sanctuary
‘{ snd there bebold the brightness and beauty
» §of God.
We must in addition be consecrated wo-
men. Our life with its ambitious hopes and
ardent Jodgings ; its ceaseless energies and
Wactivities belongs to God ; for, ** We are
pot our oWo, we are bought with a price ”
Since God is pieased to work through
puman ageocy his cause is either advanced
‘§ or hindered by the use we make of these gifts.
We may be possessed of poor abilities
apd limited meauns, but that should not
thinder us from doing what we can.  “ God
pas no need of great instruments ; He does
{want willing ones | A one-talent man who is
* Jwholly the Lord’s out-weighs the man with
Yien who keeps one back” Christ never
“43espies alove gift no matter how mean or
~Yiasignificant it may be.
7 Loog ago a mao loaned a coltto Jesus.
{1t wasonlya little act of kindness ; but on
{that colt the Prince of Peace rode in kingly
=~ Yiriumph  through the city. So a peany
> Jgiven by some poor, humble disciple may be
_-1tbe means of carrying Christ in His word to
i 3come dark heathen city and of leading some
“{benighted souls to bow before the King
“ whocometh in the name of the Lord.”
“Give your money by ao act of the most
i¥spiritnal worship, directly to the Lord, hav-
E:3mg confidence (you must have that) in those
Hsho disburse it for you, and let them send
£4it whereverneeded most.  Dedicate it wholly
=30t only to the glortous King, but to the
3§ Man of s01.3ws ; and if the Master wants
Eliwine strings, Wrapping paper, and pine
& boxes, so practical and unromantic, let your
fands go for those to carry the Bible in.”
ki Inthe days of ancient Rome, the women
of that city, fired with the spirt of patriatism,
£} cast their jewels and most sacred treasures
Einto the public coffers. Sparkling lke
Eipems on the sacred pages of Holy Writ
€lae examples of the sull higher patriousm
¢4cf stif-denving, holy women. A woman’s
5 love prompted the gift, which, althoegh small,
b {iscreased in God's treasury until it becams
Eigreaterthan the rich man's abundazce. It
Fisas a womao who received the Master's
F{ommendation ** She hath done what she
could," and it was also a woman's unfailing
&ilove and prevailing intercession that evoked
tthe wonderful testimony, “ O, woman, great
Elsthyfaith . be it unto thee even as thou
i wilt.”
% Ifin the foture each member of the Wo.
g{nan's Foreign Missiooary Society * attempts
;1 great Liofs for God and expects greas
Eitbings from God,” the time will come when
Eite grand o.onation anthem, which tell
E{tpon the ears of shepherds as they watched

Eisba.. b caaght ap by every kindred, tongue
$312d people, and wafted back to the throne of
&ite Tofinjte from whenceit came. “ Giory
Eit Godin the highest, and on carth peace,
L 12s0dwill towards mep.”

Sealorth, Oat.
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Bi'teir focks upon the plains of Bethlenem

THE CANADA

SOME IMPRESSIONS OF ENGLISH
CHUKCHLSM,

Y RRV. JOUN BURTON, B.D.

To one breathing the Western air of
rtate equality in religious matters the church
life of Eungland presents some strange
features. True, on the American continent
with its democrauc tnstitutions—for Canada
iseven more truly democrauic than the
United States—there 1s a church which by
the compactness of its orgamization does
exert a tremendous and threatening power,
too often compelling governments to do its
bidding ; but 1t 1s far from being an
‘“ established *' church, and, unless we ex-
cept the French Canadian province of
Quebec, cannot evean claim to be the church
of a province, state, or people. In the eye
of the law, God, even Christianity may be
recognized, but no secyor circle of sects bas
any special puvilege or exclusive claim,
Whatever influence may be claimed or exert-
ed must come throogh the ballot box, not
directly through anion with the State.
Hence for a thorough born and excluswvely
educated American, be he Yankee or
Caonuk, the claims of the Eaglish hierarchy
and thelr influcnce uponthe character of
the people soand strangely archaic, foreign.
Even forone who, like the writer, was born
under such shadowings, the contrast is
striking after having breathed the free air
ofthe Western World for over thirty years,
and then being brought face to face with
things as they are in the "old land in this
year of grace eighieen hundred and ninety-
five.

A visitor to the shores of the Mother
land is for the most part intent upon seeing
sights ; the grand cathedrals, the stately
abbeys, the venerable churches, the grey
ruins ivyclad, the ancient mooumeats, lend
a charm to the church which by process of
law can call these things ber own. Toned
by sentiment, associated with great historic
memories, eotwined with that past from
which the Aunglo-Saxon civilization has
spruag to such overshadowing proportions,
the anthem strains and solemn chaat their
long aislesechoing, entrance and captivate ;
we feel our souls thrilled as by an enchant-
er's hand sweeping the chords of the un-
seen and the aweinspiring. Students too
recall with gratitude the namesof Paley,
Alford, Lightfoot, Hatch, Liddon and
otbers stilt living, who open upthe way
where koowledge and Christian caundour
are ; we remember the broad sympathy of
Stauley, the devotion of Henry Martyr and
the sweet songs of Heber, All these things
tend to surround- with 2 halo of glory the
cburch of Eogland as by law established,
and other aspects arelost to view. Bat
there are other aspects, and 1t is from them,
for truth’s sake and for man's, we would
withdraw the veil, e had resolved on our
last visitto ourold home tolook 2 little
below the sarface, to avoid the ghitter and
the show , and if we draw coaclasions, or
make refiections, we will state the facts upon
which such arebased. Qarreaders can thus
judge of our sense of jostica and of onr
judgment.

Confessedly to-day the most aggressive
acnd active of the parties in the Anglican
Church is the High Churck party. To
them the Eoglish peopie are largely indebt-
ed forthe improved condition of theec-
clesiastical buildings, which have been
vestored, ornameanted, and thrown open
duriog the day to the passer by. Itis tobe
noted, however, that this reaovation in
pearly all instances means more elaborate
conveniences for choral services, liturg?cal
grandeus, priestly robiogs and genuflexions.
Tbe closed op, musty. frowsy-looking
parish church however of thirty years ago
is gone. For this we may be devoutly
thaoktal. We notice, too, that *the clergy
have thzir stated hours each week or day in
the vestry for mesting with those who seak
their ghostly comfort. It wasnot ever thas
especially daring fox honting seasons. It is
common moreover to sce along the most
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filthy lanes and lowest haunts aa ascetic-
looking face under an ecclestastical hat over
a very orthodox and priestly coat. Has
this ascetic look any thing to do with the
greater influence of the High Church
curate among the masses, compared with
that of his Low Church brother ? There isa
gossip which says that a butler whose
master’'s bouse was a cendezvous fur the
clergy once asked, as he received orders to
prepare dioner for a number, *' Are they
High or Lowi" “ Well Juhn,” replied the
master, * what business is that of your's ?”
The reason given for the enquiry may sug-
gest the close relation of the High Church
man to the unwillicg fasters of the poverty
stricken distsicts.  “ Cause, sir, f they be
Low they eat, if High *hey dunks.” It was
the question whether the latrder o1 the cellar
would bave to provide.

With kindly feeliogs to the High Chuich-
man, oevertheless, because of his activay,
we listened to three sermons from High
Church lips. Do wot, kind reader, judge

the High Chuich pulpit by Cannon Liddon,
a mao amoong dwarfs. Qur experience was
gathered where the general public »ve fed.
Three themes were presented, not likely to
be fogotten. They were heard, one on
board aa Atlaui. steamer, another in a
great centre of manufactare and coal, the
otherin acrypt service uander the over-
shadowing mass of St. Paul cathedral.
They were not sought out but came in our
way as we jourceyed. We have heard oo
other from Aunglican pulpits for years. Tbe
first was from Job xxiii. §, g—a pretty essay
such as might gain aprizein a Youong
ladies boardiog school to show that we
could not comprehend God, nothing more,
and eoding thas—* Bat He kooweth the
way that I take. Now to God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Ghost be
hooour and glory for ever. Amen !” The
second &as somewhat better, Acts iv. 13,
oaly the explacation given was to us novel.
They, priests and officers, recognized Peter
and John as men they had seen before when
Jesuswas being led  into the High priests
ball. Weought tobe recognized ascom-
pantions too by presenting our churchliness ta
allaround. The last was from Acts 1 26
and informed us that eatly history did not,
add much to the New Testament informa-
tion, batas Matthias had been thus chosen
and enrolled amoog the saints of the church
we ought to take comfort wnand derive
strength from the consideration of the saint-
liness of St. Matthias. It is fair to say
however that the last was a week day
sermon, though not being an adept in
hagiography I cannot say whether it was
St. Mattbias’ day. Imay safely, because
tiuly, avow thatin none of these could a
touchoffeeling havebeenexpzrienced, nor was
acomfort expressed. In the first and third
oot a lesson drawn or a practical exhortation
given. There was neither comfort, teach-
iog nor Christ in any one of his many at-
titudes — the multitudes cty for bread, they
get—ice, the church, a saint !

What has this to do with an established
church ? These stately no-bodies, I write
the word advisedly—men to whom, 1f they
wrote M. D. after their aames, you instincive-
ly would not after first sight entrust yout
sick spaniel to—can claim social precedence
and ecclesiastical supremacy over such men
as Spurgeon, Uswald Dykes, Dale, Mc-
Arthur and hosts of others whose burning
words bave It up with light, love aad iife
bomes inpumerable. By law these last
named, with therr co-adjuters, are poor
Disseaters, tolerated Nonconformists,
while the Rev. Stately Empty-head, B.A.
{f you wiill remember that B-i-g spells dig,
and tbiok of a certain animal whose acditor-
ial apparatus is somewbat clongated, you
may get the plain Saxon meaning of the
mysterions symbol) 1s a rector, or wvicar, a
da'V aathor..ed spasiuai guide w the people
~f Foglaod ae? Wa'es, the consideration ot
which may epable you, gentle reader, to
eoter by measure into understanding an
aspect of what 1s presented 1o the Establish-
ed Church. Aond on the wordota man
*his picture ;s not overdiaws, for § couid say
more and ot traasgress the bounds of trath ,
but enough has beeo presented to epable us
1o somemeasure to realize thut the pressnt
call for discstabtishment 1o \Vales, where
rcligious feelings are deep and carnest, 1s not
tbe cry of the demagogua, the iconociast or
of anarchy, but the indignant voice of a
people whose enthusiastic nature revolts
from established formalismand ecclesiastical
assertion, and demands at least equal rights
for those to whom they are really indebted
for the gospel, whicb brings peace to their
hearts and homes, and makes their valleys
riogs with Hallelojahs.

Gravenhurst, Ont.
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THE LESSONS OF GETHSEMANE.

BY REV. W, >, MCIAVISH, B.D.,, S$T. GRORGE.,

May sth —Ma-k xiv 3u sa.

Many and vanied are the lessons suggest-
ed by this intetestiog and patbeic story.
These lessons lie un the very surface of the
narratice , neither digging our delving s
necessary to bnog them to the surface.  Let
us consider a few ofthem.

1. Christ’s conduct in the garden sug-
gests to us the necessity of prayer. He de-
sited to bave unbroken fellowship with His
Father, but as His soul shraok back from
the trying ordeal before Him He desired
strength ; and He koew that He would rea-
lize His sireogth 1n proportion as He feit
the nearness of God. Not only did His
woaduct theze emphasize the importance ot
prayer, but it taught us also what our att-
tude toward God should be when we pray.
By His example He showed us that we
should be sweetly submissive to the divine
will. That will is good, acceptable and per-
fect, and we shall have happiness and satis-
faction in proportion as we mould our wills
into conformity with 1t.

~. This Gethsemane scene teaches us
the need of watching against temptation.
Though Jesus was pure and holy, and
though there was ;nothing in Him to which
the evil one could appeal, yet He was tempt-
edin a. points ke as we are. It would
seem as of Satan, having been foiled once
and again, now made on him a last and most
bitter onslaught. Probably it was because
Jesus was going through such a severe con-
flict at the time,that He was so earnestin
warowng His disciples to be ontheir guard
agaiwst temptation (Mark xw. 38).  Mr, Jay
once remarked that * Prayer without watch-
ing 1s hypocrisy and that watching without
prayer 1s presumption.” The keeper of the
lighthouse is obliged to watch that his lights
go not out at night ; the eogineer must look
ahead and see that no obstruction is on the
track ; the pilot must be on the look-out lest
his vessel run upon the rocks ; the seatinel
must peer into the darkness lest the enemy
surprise him, and in like manner must the
Christian watch and pray lest he enter into
temptation.

3 The scene in that garden sugpests
further tbat one may become more cruel,
more callous, and more avaricious under
even the best influences. Judas enjoyed
the privilege of being in the company of
Jesus for about three years ; he heard many
ot Christ's discourses ; listened to His wam-
ings, to His appeals, to His entreaties, to
His iovitations, to His rebukes. Bat still he
grew more rapacious and dectitful, till now
we find him walking up and planting on his
Master’s chezk a kiss—a kiss _of treachery.
Is it any woander that Dante’ in his ** Vision
of Hell,” should have placed judas in the
lowest of the circles of the damned, as the
sols sharer with” Satan himself of the con-
dign punishment inflicted there?

4. This scene reminds us, also of the
value of sympathy.. Jesus sin His hour of
trial desired to have the threej chosen dis-
ciples with Him. True they were of very
litle assistance 1o Him, for they failed to
anderstaad the catuce of His sorrow, and
they even forsook Him when they saw dang-
er ahead. Sull, Jesns longed for sympathy,
aot only from His heavenly Father, bat
from His carthtly disciples. It comforts us
in the time of trial to know that others sym-
pathize with us, and we should be greatly
cheered when we are assured that just be-
cause Christ ecdured such terrible agony in
the garden, He isnow all the better able
to sympathize with us now.

* Though now ascended up on high,

He bzands on earth a brether's eye g
Partaker of the human name,

He knows the frailtyof our frame . |, .
Ia every pang that rends the heart,

The mao of sorrows had 2 part ;

He sympathizes with our grief,
Aand 10 the saff'rer seads tcl’id."



