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scbolars ; $Io, 185 raised during the year. In the Synod of
the Maritime Provinces, 3,691 teachers and Officers ; 30,»859 scbolars ; collections, $1 1,221. Total scbolars tbroug b-
out the Churcb, 118.841 ; total increase, 14,157 ; officers
and teachers, 13,514 , increase, 2,001. The adoption of the
report wais muvci by Rev. Mr. Foîberingbam, of St. John,
N B., reconded by Rv. Mr. Gracey, of Gananoque, and
was duly carried by the court.

SABB1A'rH OBSERVANCE.
A mosî exhaustive and able report on Sabbath observance

was presented by the able Convener, Rev. Dr. Armstrong,
o! O îawa.* The recummendations, wbicb cover the entire
work undtrtaken by Ibis commitîee, are as follows t i. That
Presbyteries be instructed to appoint standirng commi.tees
on Sabbatb QOiservance, raid comirittees to report to tbe
Conveneis of Iheir respective Synods, and that Conveners of
Synodical cummiilees, as beretuifore, report 10 the As.
sembly's commitîce. 2. That ministers be enjoined to
preach, at least once in the year, on the due observance of
the Sabbatb and report 10 tb ir respective"Presbyîeries. 3.That the Assembly approve of the alliance formed at Ottawa
for '«The protection and preservation of the due observance
of the Lord's Day," and appoint as ils representatives the
members of the Sabbaîb Observance Committee. In the
discussion wbicb followed, il was brougbî out Ibat amongst
ail the sinners guilty of Sabbatb desecration the railway
corporation tower above ail the rest. It was stated tbat
tbrougb the small town of Smith's Falls, no lesa Iban fifîy
trains passed on one Lord>s Day last April. If tbe temper
of the Assembly may be accurately estimated, vigorous sttps
wiil be takeri by the newly formed Alliance for tbe protec-
of tbe Sabbaîb, as against the railways and others wbo em-
ploy labour on the Lord's Day. The adoption of the report
was ably moved by Rev. Dr. James, of Walkerton,
seconded by Rev. Dr. Forest, Principal of Dalhousie Col-
lege, Halifax. ___

VARIQUS REPORTrS PRESKNTKD.

At the Tbursday morning's sederunt Rev. James Fleck
presented the report on the reception of studenîs. The fol-
lowing gentlemen were dulv received : Roderick McLeod,
Charles-Cameron, M. A., Robert Drennan, Norman Mc-
Kay, A. [. M, ore, W. M. Kay, E. R. Hatt, D. C. Hos-
sack, LL.B., F. C. Simpson, Richard Pyke, John Garrioch.
To sîudy two years-Roheit Atkinson (on condition that bis
papers are correctl, %W. K. Muir, D. H. Sutberland.

Rev. Thomas Sedgwick reporîed on the reception of min-
isters. Tbe following are the naines : Rev. J. M. Wilson,
Rev. Mr. %Morton, Rev. 1. C. Mousseau, Rev. J. L. Mourean,
M.A., Rev. L. R. Gloag, Rev. Charles Siephen, Rr±v.
Hugb Rose Rae, Rev. A. E. N. Snelling, Rev. A. E. Mc-
Gregor. Two applications were wiîhdrawn.

i4ev. Geo)rge Bruce reporîed from the Commitîce on the
Supply of Vacaacies. The recommendations were practi-
cally tbe rame as tbose- passed ini î886 on the Committee of
Distribution of Probationers.

Rev. Dr. Camapbell and Dr. Reid presented the report of
the Widows' and Orphans' Fund of the Western section.
The asets of tbis fond amounted 10 $114,243. 20. Rev.
Dr. Patterson Presenîed the report of tbe Widows' and Or.
phans' Fond (Ea tern section). Tbe assets of Ibis fund
amounted 10 $72,000.

Rev. D. J. Macdonnell presented the report of the Hymnal
Commitiee. Rev. Dr. Campbell presented the report of
the Committee on Lotteries. Tbe rame gentleman pre.
serîted a report on the Record. Botb reports were adopted.
Rev. Dr. Moore presented a report on the expenses of com-
missioners 10 tbe General Assembly. Rev. Dr. Campbell
reported the address 10 ber Majesty the Queen. His Hon-
our Judge Stevens reporîed' the address 10 bis Excellency
the Governor-General.

RETIRING MINISTERS.

Rev. Dr. Armstrong presented the report on the retire-
ment o ministters, as follows : Rev. Alexander'Smith, Rev.J. B. Duncan, Rev. George Brown, Rev. Nil McDiarmid,
Rev. joseph F. Eaken, Rev. J. Fraser, Rev. William
Maîbeson, Rev. Alexander Cameron, Rev. Peter Ferguson,
Rev. Dr. McCullocli, Rev. Slomon Mylne, Rev. Dr.
Smellie, Rev. Dr. McLeod. The last four named ministers
are placed on the roll and received under certain conditions
the position of pastor emeritus.

OVERTURES.

Mr. Cumberland presented an overture on Cburch archi-
tecture, whîch was favourably received. He sîated that
many churches were being built in rural districts witbout
any well dcfined plan, and wbicb boîb, from an artistic and
utliltarian srandpoint, were failures. We could not bave a
picrure gallery in every localiîy, but we could bave neat
and suirable churches, bul on the lines of archiec oral
synimetrv and barmoin, ad hese woldhav- neua

presented the report of the Finance Comrmit tee, Westtern
section. Thbe total receipts for Cbutcb Scbemes in 1887-88
were $175.718. Rev. P. Morrison presented the report of
the Finance Commitîce, Eastern section. There is a
balance on hand at the close of tbe year. Total reccipts for
1887-88, $51,783.49. ___

RLIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
The report of the Commitîee on Re'igioui Instruction in

Sebools was presenîed by Rev. Thumnas MacAXdam, of
Stratbroy. The report, wbicb was m<sî et mplete, was
adopted, and the Assembly resohved as fullu)ws : The As.
sembly expresses ils unabaîed conviction of the importance
of religious instruction as an integral part of Public sebool
education, appoint a commit tee 10 waîcb over legislation on
the subject in the different Provinc-s, and endeavour wbere
practicable, 10 influence il in the direction of the rxpressed
view of Ibis Chur ch, 10 co-operaie for this end witb any
simnilar committce of oîher brand'es of the Cburcb, and to
repr>rt 10 the next General Assembly. Tbe commitîce was
avpointed wiîb Principal Grant and T. MacAdam, joint
Conveners.

Rev. Dr. jardine reported, tbrough Dr. Reid, the pro-
gress made Iowards the Nîshet Colltze aI Prince Albeit.
His efforts bave heen crowned wiîb sut-cess. Upwar&hs- of
$8o,ooo bas been freely given to the coûtemptaied object.
The report of Rrtv. Dr. MacVicar anent t'ae Trafalgar In-
stîtute was presented and adop'ed. Tbe report aneilt the
licensing ot studenîs was duly received.

On motion of Mr. Hamilton Cassels îbanks were tendered
to the cilizens of Halifax for their bospitality, 10 the trustees
and pastor of St. Mattbew's Church, 10 the railways, bu the
Lieutenant- Governor, etc., etc., for'the kindness sbown the
Assembly.

At quarter past six p.tp. the Assembly adjourned tu meet
in St. Andrew's Cburch West, Tor '111, tbe second Wednes-
day of June, 1889, at baîf-past reven p. m.

NOTES.
It was agreed ubanimously Ici invite tbe Pan-Presbyterian

Councirto meet in Toronto in 1889.
The Halifax friends arranged for a Saturdiy afternuon

excursion on the bay and a visit bo the fl-igsbip Bellée' pion.
The Woman's Foreign Missionary Society tgave a recep-tion ta tbc delegates in the Ladies' Coîlege on Saturday

even. ng.
At the invitation of Mr. James Thompron, a number of

ladies and gentlemen atîended a reception at Maple Gi ove
on Tuesday aflernoon.

lb was agreed to bold the next meeting of the Assembly
in St. Andrew'r Cburcb, King Street West, Toronto, (Mr.Macdonnell's), on the second Wednesday of June, 1889.

Rev. Dr. Latbern, Dr. Alliston and Rev. Mr. Rogers, asa deputation froin the Nova Scotia Conference of the
Methodist Cburcb, addressed words of frateinal greeting 10
the Assembly.

Intimation baving been made by Dr. Burns of the death
of the Emperor of Germany, tbe Moderator led in prayer,commending the bereaved Imperial Family and bhe afflicîed
nation t0 bbe God of ail comforî and consolation.

Tbe Rev. Professor Scrimger, Rev. D. M. Gordon andRev. Mr. Murray, ministers, w.ith lion. D. C. Fraser,J udge Stevens and Mr. Paul, ellers, were appoinîed to con-vey the gr'eîings of the Arsembly.10tU te Methodist Con-
ference in Session in tbc city of Halifax.

An overture from the Quebec Presbytery was read, de-siring that steps sbould be raken 10 bave lthe French Evan-gelization Society conducted on more economical princi.pIes. Mr. Tanner was heard in ils support, and moved thatthe overture bc transmitted 10 a commirîce to confer wiîbthe members present of the French Evangellzation Board,and bring up a report 10 bbc Assembly. After discussion itwas agreed by a large majority vote t0 rend tbe overture totbe French Evangelization Board for consideration.
The General Assembly was enteitained at GovernmentHouse on Wtdnesday evenîng by bis Honour, Lieut.' Gover-nor Ritchie. The Nova Scolia Conference of the MeîhodisîCburcb was also inviîed 10 meet the Assembly. bogerberwiîb a large number of cilizens and military. The recep-tion was a fine affair, and one of the s- ciai events of theAssembly. Ib wis the closi-ng reception at Government

House to be given hy Lieut. -Governrr Riichie, who, imme-
diatcly on tbe close of bis terma, gues bo Europe.

WHERK TO SPEND YOUR VACATION.-In 1870, tiselitIle town of Port Stanley was rendr-red notable by tieerection and openi ng of the Fraser H1ouze. During eacbsucceeding year ibis resort bas grown in general popularity.Port Stanley is rituated on the Nortb shore of Laki Erienine miles frona SI. Thomas, and cani easily be reacbed bythe G.T.R. C. P. R. and M.C R. R's. The borel is situabtdi50 feet above the Lake, commanding a magrnificent view ofwoodhand, shore and lake--is surrounded by a lawn offifty acres. The air is cool, and nighî deligbtful. Baîhing,boating, driving, Lawn Tennis, Croquet, etc., etc , arealways available. The Flouse is in al r-spets firsi c1-s an
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Chotce %iLteratuire.
TIIE-SPELL OF ASNTAROTII'

BY DUFFIELD OSBORNE.

By constant contemplation of his growing passion (for ~
was vain now to deny to himself that it was SUCh) t
the sbadows oif religiuus fear aud race attachnelts
antipathies had grown lainier; while Miuiam, as a
ment or even a reproach, had vanished utterly. tus
mini was now fiimly set tn the path maîked.,
Thougb he outraged evtry feeling, re iglous and bis bct' *
thougn he stripped every foredeemed virtue from bsb0
yet the mysterious eyes of the Chaldean, as he now kOO
ber to be, suffic;td for aIl. lier image was seated0'
thrones of constancy, virtue, patriotism-aye, and of 0
-and the former occupants mighî searcb for other Ed
place. 

iThe questions that now absorbed him and drew the batgard Uines of trouble in bis face were practlcal, nut
1le had not as yet spoken directly 10 Elissa of1 bis paeo[ 3
thougb he felt she could hardly be ignorant of the naitc
his sentiments. Men do not do such -acîs as bis, SO fr&ùgbtS
with self- trànsforrnation and lrightlui peril, without StrOO09'ý
motives than mere puty or passing iuîterest. But, 0on
uther hanid, of her feelings toward him he knew nOth
nior was lie as yeî fully settled that, were they the
favourable possible, he would do more than escort ber t0
place of safeîy and then return to take his place in the lu W
of his people. To take ber tu a place of safety We
fixed deterînination in any event, su there %vas no ne~
present 10 conjure up the grim (îu.stions of desert1oi~
aposîocy. Tae time, also, for the atiempt was settî'
bis inid. Lt would not be safe 10 mnove until the lot
of Ozias and his folluwers, nor would it do to delay 0g
one moment afier the return. e un01C07

So pondering, Adril hurried on toward the uis, u etscit.us that keener eyes were watciiîg hlm and Y 1 1feet were tracking bis footsteps. Fortune, however, So
on bis exploit where Caution had failed to do her dutY-

Though he had moved with rapid strides across the b
and though bis form had been uften lost 10 bis l
suer in the îhick shadows of the paînîs, yet, desPitc
fear of discovery, the boy had, by an occasional ShOrt8l' 4 -
rnanaged 10 keep track of bis quarry, wbi.e bis WODdt»
sorrow momentarily incrcased aitbe, 10 bim, evideOl 5il
of the affliction they had ail so fearei. And no b 0h
the form of Adriel mounîing tbe îuined wall and thefi Pl"î
ing down int' the ciîy. îi

Abiathar ranl forwaid, but wben hc reaclied the 5ul't
of the f,41len masonary be saw no sigii of hinbcsO he
Several streets seemed to start from just beyond. the *
wbere the man bad entete'l, ani there was no Sigfl totd
close wbicb one be bad taken. In vain the boy forg,,bOl 4caution, and, mounîîng 10 the highest point of th, jîO
sougbt 10 gaze over tbe piles of débris that wtre 5catte(P
beyond. Noîhing was visible save tbe mooniligbt pIa' 1
on fallen block and column, nothing audible save theboi'
ing of wolf and snarling of dog, as tbey still struggled 0vc
their loatisome repast. rOnce Abiathar plunged down into the- bcSI tc~
and ran aI full speed sime di.,tance up its e1cunO îl 
roadway. Tben the vainintss of bis search camne baC to
bim, added 10 a superstitious dread of bis surroundings go'
a wbolesome lerror of the beasîs of prey andi 1urflng b
set bis face again toward the camp, wt onat eYes d_
sorrowing heart. b idMeanwbile Adriel, unconsciaus of the fact that be i
shaken off bis pursuer, as he was unconscious that . o
been pursued, moved swiftly on until he reacbed bis
of destination,. f''

Everyîbing seenied as he had left il witb the but
occupant ; the one was apparently as i[n,)assivle tas
other 10 the borror, danger and solitude that surrouf
them.

Adriel entered and seated himself without a word ~O1
luw stone wbich bad evidently served the former ownvet
stool. For many moments the silenrce continued uinbrokl'"
At last the girl spoke. Id fie l

"My lord is weary ? Peradventure he 'iiiles
is welcome lu sucb couch as bis servant bath 10 0 ffer

He started aI the sound of ber voice, and thefi, con
close 10 ber and taking ber hand in bis, be said : tbec of

Il Elissa, 1 have striven ere this to speak t 0 hn k
wbat is in my beart, and there bas been 1h11 Widî l'
whicb fought it back. Now the lime bas corne and 0
be bilent no longer. Thou must bave known, girl' tba5 gcb
common motive could have driven one of mnY race il0 f os
a course as I bave f dlov~ed. We are well spoken 09
piîiless 10oOur enemies ; and now I am corne tO S",b'<V
lhee that I am here 10 go mucb faîber in the pal h,00
chosen. I am here 10 say ibat wben the moment C00,.,j15
il must ere long, I amn fixed in mmnd 10o o th Zad; 1


