
) imbave bee cbarmed by his frank manliness,
aniability and polites. His pesnlinfluence

>3doe nuch to draw out attachment to the supreme
ln.His is the happy distinction of baving

~Ide littie bistory for India, and yet several measures
4ave been passed wbich wilI affect for generations the
'flnPoral social and moral welfare of the people. 1

olilYlmention one. To bis Administration be-
IiItj13 Sinaerto acknowledging that Government in11àia as adea huge mistake in excluding moral

'119n (romn the Government school, and of legis-
lmtgo Provide for combining moral and secular train-
14ii ail Goverument scbooîs and colleges.

Ido Ilo believe that the measure goes far enough,
S Provide the remedy for the existing evils, but

th a geat point gained when the Government sees
ie Cii and begins to take steps to remedy it. A

Seclar education only breaks up the old faiths,Mdustles old foundations and leads the studentslto the bogs 'of Atbeism and Materialism. It is well
evef 5 late in the day the Government is begin-

~to realize that a mere secular education will pro-
a large and influential class who will become a

%%eof danger to the State. For alter Atheism and
katrilisrn corne lawlessness and license.
The Countess of Dufferin, by talting to beart the

ýChfgS of the millions of India's women, and for
'Si relief establi'shing a fund and medical training

8010013 for female doctors and nurses, has also erected
4 h>~erself a monument more enduring than brass.

ý_econtributions already received warrant us in say-
tllat this good work will be continued as long as

* Te oîkar of the troublous days of the mission
Rgoue and bis son reigns in his stead. And he bas

tt«I~ long enougb to show that the prince of low

* Ilies a knd brutal temper bas not been transformed
0g f wisdom and righteousness. The internai

rs O f the State, notwithstanding the presence of a4~.lighteneci and able prime minister, are drift-
r lut0 the utmost confusion. The Maharajah gives

1li th~ dis to idleness and vice, and takes no interestt i.sharge of public duties. His people are al-
0jtired of bîm. His visit to England, instead of

9~Jn bis mind to more liberal and enlightened
75ems only to have the more blinded his eycs,

14 daight dazzles the eyes of the birds of night.

g',tire into deeper darkness than ever, andI g i r*self up wbolly to the control of the astrolo-

India to enter a parliamentary career in Brit-
%oid4 1 cy few wiil regret bis departure. Tbe man

C%0hl Mobammedanism to be a better religion
.ý1 Crîstia1t and in public asscmbly advises the

' Brabmnins of India to dling to caste and their
4 tit religion, and flot to listen to the voice of

t ri4Onaie »and Ilpbilantbropists," is flot likcly
IUcb of a biessing to any peopie. His words

wiil flot do much harm to any who know
Qia 11 ng
'eIni sionary cause in India bas lost a man of

n thte deatb of the Rev. G. Bowen, who for
S'Years by voice and pen and example served the

Of Christ. He came as a missionary to Bom-
j xYI Where for the last thirty years he bas been editor

the ]Bomnbay Guardian. After baving been a shortLuei Inndia be declined bis salary from borne, took
ithe native quarter of the city, and adopted

native mode of life in the attempt to get near the
Oftepeopie, and the better to influence them
Gspel. He kept Up his simple habits to the

tî Tb ugb bis early education was somewhat de-,

diC nc e made up for the loss by extraordinary
Dcand acquired a most extensive knowledge.

bYugdy e was an Atheist, but Paley's IlEvi -
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saying, 1'Here amn 1, send me in bis place." There
are vast fields wbere the seed of the kingdon bas flot
yet been sown, and until the seed is sown we shall
look in vain for tbe barvest. W.

Neemnuck, Feb. 23, r888.

ECONOMY IN H'OME MISSION WORK

MR. EDITOR,-Much bas been well said and writ-
ten on the criticai condition of our Home Mission and
Augmentation Funds. Should a deficit exist at the
close of this montb it cannot be ascribed to a lack of
information. It is greatly to be desired that between
spasmodic efforts- and increased liberality, such a re-
sult may be avoided.

Howevcr, above the din of plcading for funds rises
the question, Is greater cconomy with efficiency in the
administration of those two important funds possible ?

The following suggestions are offered, to show that
the true answer to this question is, Yes. Were tbey
adopted by the General Assembly's Comrnittee, re
the work in Manitoba and the North-West, the cx-
penditure would be greatly reduced, and the work
would remain unimpaired.

First, Oniy the Presbyteries should have power to
take the initiative in organizing new fields. This is
flot the mIle at present, for which sec P. 49 of Assern-
bly's Minutes for 1884.

Tbis would require the Presbyteries to consider fully
the ways and means of supporting new filds before
the organization of sucb was effected. They would
doubtless take a deeper interest in this departmnent
of the work, wvje they solely responsible for it, than
tbey do when the rcsponsibiiity is dividcd. The
extension of the work would then be more in accord-
ance with the strength of the Home Mission Fund
tban it now is.

Second, Except in exceptional cases, new fields
should flot be supplied during winter for the flrst year.
No loss would be sustaincd by the Church from sucb
action. New districts are sparsely scttled. The
people arc comparatively poor, and without borses to
drive to service. The wcather is so cold (and some-
times stormy) from the middle of December to the
end of Marcb, that the people cannot walk a long
distance to Church. Even at old stations wbcre the
circumstances of the people are wideiy different, tbe
attendance during winter may often be counted on
one's fingers, and the average will seldom excced one
from eacb family.

Thîrd, Lay hcip should be more generally utilized.
In many cases, wcre thîs donc in winter, the field
couid bq4supplied at a less cost to the fund than is
necessary to bring a student from the East. Tbe
eiders of the neigbbouring congregations could con-
duct prayer meetings occasioiaiiy in such fields, and
visits be made to tbem by the nearcst missionaries.
This arrangement wouid supply vacant fields toler-
abiy weil during wintcr, and leave openings in spring
for students in Manitoba Coliege wbo migbt desire
work. I know it is said " our people won't bave lay
prcacbing." But against this statement there is the
fact that many of them drive severai miles to bear
the " Halielujah Lasses"; whilc, a large number of
tPlem attend regularly the services conducted by the
iaymen of the Methodist Cburch. Wby should tbey
not bave an opportunity of listening to their own
eiders? This would train the eiders, save the fund,
and sustain our work.

Fourtb, Congregations sbould flot be placed on the
Augmcnted list until liberty bas been given by the
General Assembiy's Comrnittee to the Presbytery to
do so after application bas been duly made. Tbis
wouid prevent premature settlement, and the pastor
of a scttied charge from occupying tbe bumniiiating
and anomalous position in wbich he is piaced wbcn
refuscd a grant from the Augmentation Fund after
bis settlement bas taken place.

Indeed, a safe mile for the work and the fund would

reason may bave ex isted in the past for the system
now in use, there can be no defensible one adduced
for its continuance. The growth of tbe work now is
largeiy internai ; iLe., by the reduction and reorganiza-
tion of oid and large congregations. With sncb a
large number of settled pastors and efficient mission-
aries engaged in the Church's work, and the tele-
grapb and railway toucbing the limits of almost cvery
congregation, rnuch of the extraordinary administra-
tion and its consequent expenditure migbt profitably
be dispenscd witb, at lcast in Manitoba.

ECONOMIST.

MINISTERMAL INEFFICIENC Y.

MR. EDITOR,-Tbe articles of Vour weli known
correspondent "Knoxonian" are always readable
and interesting, but bis remarks on the subject at the
bead of this paper appear to be an apoiogy for minis-
terial inefficîency, wbich, to me at icast, seem to be
a "llittie too thin."

If "ltwo biacks do not make a wbite," wbat is the
use in IlKnoxonian" telling us that every one aiready
knows that we bave inefficient eiders and deacons ?
The inefficiency of these men can in no way injure
a congregation to the same extent as a similar fanit
wouid on the part of the minister.

I bave seen a congregation aimost extinct tbrougb
the mistakes and blunders of the minister; but the fact
that, as Il Knoxonian " says that there are bundreds of
inefficient eiders, deacons and managers did flot save
the congregation from destruction. I bave neyer
known a congregation so badly wrecked by an ineffi-
cient eider. 1 arn free to admit tbat we bave a good
many such, and aiso cranky deacons and managers ;
but somehow, wbetber right or wrong, the name of
the minister is generally associated witb the congrega-
tion as regards its prosperity or otherwise, and the
first question askcd about a minister, to whom a cali
is to be presented, is : How is he doing in bis present
charge? No congregation seeking bis services would
tbink of asking, Has he an inefficient eider or &
cranky deacon in bis Churcb ?

In days gone by, when the materiai for making
good eiders was a littie scarce, men, from necessit y
wcre chosen to tbe office who had not probabiy al
the apostoiic qualifications, or were fitted to take part
in religions meetings. Lateiy, I was toid by a minis-
ter wben speaking on tbis subject that there was
one eider in bis cburch wbo, when elected, positiveiy
stated tbat the congregation need flot expect that be
would take a prominent part in prayer or other re-
ligious meetings. At that tim. e there was no Sabbatb
scbool in the congregation, but now there is. Under
sncb çircumstances, can a man be held responsible
fore the exercise of gifts be does flot possess

Before a minister is open to a caîl, be is supposed to
have the necessary qualifications for the efficient dis-
charge of the duties of the office. I believe, bowever,
that we bave vcry few inefficient ministers in our
Canadian Churcb, but it is beyond ail question that
there are times when the Presbytery sbould interfere
and "Idissolve tbe banns." It is ail very weil to say, If
So-and-so don't like the minister let tbemn leave. Weli,
if oniy a few persons are disaffected, this wouid seern
to be tbe wisest course; but when the gap is widening,
wben pews instead of filiing up are becoming empty,
wben numbers of the inembers are getting sick and
tired, and lcai-bearted sons of the Cburch are asking
Have we no machinery to deal witb sncb cases? I do:
flot think, Mr. Editor, that the case is met by saying
that we bave " inefficient eiders and deacons."

The interests of a congregation, no matter bow
bard the case may be, are to be preferred to that of a
private individuai ; for whilst the minister may flot
bave succeeded in one congregation, be may do better
in another. -Besides, the minister bas oniy a life in-
tercst in the Churcb at the best. But the members
of tbeencnregation and their families bave beean ter

'1


