Novzuare and, 1887.]

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

2.

717

interrupters received spiritual benefit from their visit
to the Abbey.

In themselves these incidents mrynot mean much,
but they are symptomatic. Th. assertion may be
true that these London demonstrations are largely
augmented by those who belong to the criminal class,
men who under no conditions are d',posed to engage
in honest labour. It is not from these that real
danger is to be feared. Were there no large mass
of destitution, which is always akin to discontent,
agitators, whether moved by personal ambition or
the recklessness that belongs to crime, would be
powerless. There would be no inflammable mate.
rial to kindle by their fiery harangues. Years ago the
late Earl of Shaftesbury called attention to the dan-
gess which threatened society from the cxistence of a
large class living in abject poverty, and of necessity
coming into close contact with the criminal under.
worll. To the devoted philanthropist thus was a
strong incentive to effort for the evangelization of the
poor, and a mctive for the noble and self-denying ef-
forts, productive of so much good in which he engaged.

At the present time it is stated that in London, pos-
sibly the wealthiest city on the face of the carth, there
are 100,000 uncmployed people. In this state of
things there can be no satisfaction and there s cer-
tainly much danger. The authorities recognize this,
and systematic cfforts are being made for the tempor-
ary relief of existing distress.

The unconventional irruption of representatives of
the dist. sssed into the stateliest of the churches 1s
bringing the social problem face to face with exist-
ing Christianity. How is it to be dealt wuh? It
will not down. Is it destined to Jead to social bitier-
noess and confiict, or on Christian lines will it find such
a solution as will be of lasting benefit to society at
large? Many excellent clergymen look on appalled
and horrified, being filled with dire apprehension.
Others of stronger moral tibre are preparing to
grapple with the question, and are desirous of learn.
ing all the facts they can and to view them in their
proper relation. Last wegk a meeting of Piotestant
Episcopal clergymen was held in New York, several
of them occupying positions of prominence, Bishop
Huntington and Rev. W. S, Rainsford, I).D., among
them, at which these questions were seriously con-
sidered. The mecting was held under the auspices of
the Church Association for the advancement of the
Interests of Labour, *vhose objects and principles are
the tollowing :

The Church Association for the Advancement of the In-
terests of Labour, believing that the clergy and laity of the
Chutch should become pessonally interested in the social
question now being agitated, should intorm themselves ot
the nature of the 1ssues preseated, and should be pecpared
to act as the necessities of the day may demand, sets forth
the following principles and methods of wurk for its
members

1. 1tis of the essence of the teachings of Jesus Christ
that God is the Father of all men and that all men are
brothers.

2. Gud is the sole possessor of the earth and its fulness ;
mau is but the steward ot God’s bounties.

3. Labour, being the exercise of budy, mind and spiit in
tite broadening and elevating of honman life, it is the duty of
every mau (v labour diligently.

4. Whnen tuz divinely imended opportunity to labour s
given tu all men, une great cause ul che prescat widespread
suflcting and destitutivn will be removed.

" As might be expected, several of those present were
far trom being i accord with the principles thus
enunciated, but there was much direct speaking, indi-
cating that senious attention had been directea 10 the
attitude the Church ought to maintain in relation to
the social and industnal questions now agitating so-
aicty. Bishop Hununglon deliveied a tnuughtiul
and comprehensive speech. He auvised empioyers
to be just and patient, and to live unostentatiously,
«nd that clergymen study the conditions and needs ot
the peuple. The classes coulu only be reconuied on
the toundation of the Gospel of Chnist and by the
Church, and the mmciiutis wetC urged o swana Jast
agamnst LawWitd (1L8a tilu alidituy LrCiywatie,

Oge ol the Most Oulspuach UppueLed vl thie put-
pose of the meetny Wao ¢ young atany tue Kevo Mr.
Towusend, who satd he represcuted a class of the
clergy .at had no vowce appar nuy in the meetng,
He administered every Sunday to a wealthy con-
gregation, and would not take up a crusade agaiast
tucar.  He belunged o a lass ignorant of socalism
and communim, asd was opposed to any declaration
in tacir favour. He was opposed to taking any part
n a meeting which might be construed into sympathy

with the Labour party..
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Bishop Huntington's son concluded his address by
saying:

There lies a profound distrust of the cleegy among works
ingmen. They look at the Church as en_assembly of re-
spectable people, who are willing to uphold the present
cmmmerclal spitit of money-?emn . ‘Vhey read the New
Testarzent, aud find its teachlngs different from the Chureh
pracuces.  They have asked fot bread, and have been given
o stone  Too many of us think that & good man with money
is better than one without money. 1 am a Knight of La.
bour, and the principles oflhllgrder aim to make indus.
tnat and moral worth—not wealth—the true standard of in-
Juvidual and national greatness. How many of us are wil.
ling to preach that to our congregations—that the million
alre {s nut in the highest, but in the lowest prade, i€ he does
nut render an equivalent for his supﬁml. his movement
has a deeper purpose than mere polities. It teaches that
every man must work in order to live. It is a guspel of
wotk. not a gospel of {dleness.

Christianity believed and applied is the true solv
ent of all social problems,
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DoroTHEA KIRK, or, Free to Serve. By Annie
S Swan, acthor of * Aldersyde.” {Edinburgh . Oliph.
ant, Anderson & Ferrier.)— This touching, impressive
and naturally written story appeared in serial form in
the pages of our Glasgow contemporary, the Christian
Lewler  The place in literature that the gifted
authoress won when quite young by her carlier writ-
ings is retained. There is no diminution of power,
no yiclding to the temptation to w.ite until she has
something worth saying. Long may she live to in-
struct and delight her growing circle of readers.

ACCURDING TO PROMISE ; or, The Lord's Method
of Dealing with His Chosen People. A new book by
Charles H. Spurgeon. A companion volume to “ All
of Grace.” (New York . Funk & Wagnalls ; Torunto:
William Briggs..—~These are brict practical homilies
on Scripture themes, the most of them based on ap-
propriate texts of Scripture.  They possess all the
charactenstics of their renowned author—spintuality,
scripturalness, directness, fidelity and experimental
richness and fulness. It 1s a lutle book that cannot
fail to carry cheer and comfort and strength to God's
people if they will but read and heed uts teachings.

A HISTORY OF THE SCOTCH PRESBYTERIAN
{ HURCH, ST. GABRIEL STREET, MONTREAL. By
Rev. Robert Campbell, D.D. (Montreal: William
Drysdale & Co.)—When the importance of the Ger-
man philosophy was urged upon the attention of Dr.
Chalmers, and the perusal of Schiegel specially
recommended, his first question was, “Is it a big
book?” Dr. Campbell in telling the interesting
story of St. Gabriel Street Church has certainly pro-
duced a big book. It is difficult, however, to see how
it could, without sacrificing much that merited perma.
nent record, have been abridged. °To trace the rise
and progress of Presbyterianism in Canada, from its
small beginnings, is a grateful task, and cannot but
be bighly instructive and encouraging. Though the
work ostensibly deals only with St. Gabriel Street
Church, so great has been the importance and rela-
tion of that Church to other and far distant parts of
the Dominion, that it will be read with almost equal
interest by people from the Atlantic to the Pacific,
Dr. Campbell, as an author, has done his work admi-
rably. He has spared no pains in his researches, and
wn the procuring of authentic and authoritative docu.
ments beaning an the changeful history of the quaint
old church which for so long was one of the land-
marks of Monttezl.  The numerous bits of biographv
interspersed through the volume give additional life
and interest to the well-wnitten narrative. He deals
with all the stirring controversies interwoven with
the cventful history of St. Gabnel Street Church ina
spust of fairness and candour, a prime requisite in
every listonan. The chapter devoted to Bishop
Strachan 15 decidedly good, and will be relished by
all who have a fair recollection of the important place 1
in public affairs occupied by the first Anglican Bishop
ot loronto. Among the many excellent features of
the work, the reproduction of the sermons and ad-
dresses delivered during the Centenmal celebrations
neld a year ago 1s not the least valuable, The work
s embellished by several well-engraved portraits and
views of the old church 1n which the congregation so
tung worshipped. Dr. Campbell bas done the Pres-
bytenian Church in Canada a valuable service in pub-
lismng the “History of the Scoich Presbyterian
Church, St. Gabriel Street, Montreal.”

THE AHISSIONARY 8 ORLD.
AN INDIAN CONVERT'S EXTPFRIENCE

Why, then, you ask, am | afraid openly to confess
the truth?  Waat harm coutd come to me? Ahlf
you could only undersiand.  Why, if | am only away
from my house fur a mue tonger than usual, my uncle
or my brother 1 sent to sce what has vecome of me,
The other evening when [ was gone to study in a
friend’s house, and had not returned when rather late,
my rclatives went all the way to the missionary’s
house and demanded to know of  was there ; and,
not believing the gentleman’s word, went to the police
station to scef they couid get a search warrant to
enter the house and sce for themselves, Al the tewn
was astir, thinking 1 had gone to join the Christians.
If | am scen going to the missionary’s house some
onc follows ine; and if I converse with him in the
street some one impatiently waits for an opportnnity
to drag me off. 1f you only knew the bitter re.
proaches | cadure at home from the old people.
How hard 1s 1t to be caned an outcast, a nariah, a
betrayer of your people, when you know you are but
wishing for yourscu and them a happier and a better
hfe!

My houschold 1s a large one, with many women in
it, and my relatives are maay, My brother-in-law’s
and my uncle's houses also adjon. The other day
the wife of the missionary called to sce my wife and
the other women. 1 was there, and directed them
how to recewve her.  The lady showed them how to
kmt, and the Lhnisuan Hindu woman with hér sang
a hymn. The old people looked an and scowled.
Afterward what a storm arose! My father ordered
all the women 1o bathe, and said he woutd never
more have his house defiled by the presence of a
European lady. A week after, when the lady called
again, 1 was not thery, but, returning soon from col-
lege, I atonce saw that things were sadly wrong,
My wife and sisters and the other women of the
household were standing with their backs to the wall
of the courtyard, as far from the nussionary’s wife
as they could get. No chawr had been given to the

‘lady to sit on, only an old bench; and I could see

her looking so sorrowful and perplexed at the rude
treatment she was receiving. No explanation had
been given of the change in their bebaviour ; indeed,
no one scarcely would speak a word. They would
take nothing from the lady’s hards, but tossed the
things to a distance, and took them up from the
ground. I ordered my wife to come nearer, and she
did so, muttering that she did so only because she
was ordered by me. [ tried to explain what had hap-
pened, and then very soon the lady rose to go. How
sad it was ; but, alas! what am I—one solitary one
—in a household like that? I am weak in body, too,
and have much care in thinking of their support.
Even my brother-in-low, who is an educated man,
sides with the ignorant ones, and blames me for what
I do.

Perhaps you say . Hords do not hurt. Can you
not bear up against all they may say ; or, if need be,
brave even worse treatment? 1 do not know, A
little while ago a Bralimin in a neighbouring town
who ooenly confessed e truth was speedily lost
sight of, and I Uchieve that it was quite true that he
was poisoned by his enraged relatives. What, then,
might [ not expect in a proud and bigoted commun-
ity like this> No, 1 am not yet courageaus enough to
die for Jesus, nor can I face the loss of my wife—and
of all things besides, and patiently endure the ha-
tred aid ermity of parents and relatives. 1 wait.
The courage mast come from Jesus. Sometimes 1
pray to Him; and then when my heart seems to
b. ace itself, andis almost ready for a spring toward
hiherty, the terridle conseguences appear again. 1
shudder, and draw back. One thing I am looking
forward to. I must pass my examination, take my
degree, and then go to a foreign country like Ma-
dras, where I could be haptized and profess myself a
Christian. Will that ever be, I wonder? Th. mis-
sionaries speak so symp. “Mizingh and lovingly , they |
say God will help me, anu they, wo, will stan . by me
and see that no harm befall me. But, enough.” To
whom am I wriung? Who will ever understand my
position thoroughly ¢ 1 sometunes wonder why God

has made it to be sy hard fur us.  Does He not know,
and will He not carz fur my soul?

THz Chinese Gavernor of the large island of For-
mosa is stazting a colliege, and has chosex a mission-
.ary to inaugurate and orgamze the institution,



