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kenzle—Dir, Ross was instrumental {n obtaining the
appointment of a commlission to visitthe United States
for the purpose of inquiring intc the working of pro.
hibltory law thers, the report of which commission
materially tended to the easctment of a morastringent
Canadian law governing thasaleof intoxicating liquor,
The Temperanco Act of 1878 receive& the strenuous
support of Mr. Ross, and had it not 53 for hisexer-
tions, whea this measure was before the Kuuze of
Commons, it s very questionable whather it would
fow be on the Statute Book of the Dominion.

Desides what wo have alluded to, Mr. Ross, since
its formatlon, has been identified with the Dominlon
Alllance for the Supression of the Liquor Traffic—his
valuable advice and assistance being olten sought and
always at the disposal of that body. Heis likewlse
vice President of the Ontaslo Vemperance aund Pro.
hibltory League.

In addition to the severe work here outlined, he
successfully prosecuted the study of law, so thnt in

1879 he matriculated at Albert Unlversity, thereafter
ontered a law office, and, baving passed the several
examinatiors, earned the degres of LL.B.

Heis'now head of educational affairs in Ontatlo,
and, although within a month- or two gazetted a
Provinclal Minlster, has already introduced several
reforms conduclve tothe best interests of the country,

Soclally, he is of a most genial disposition, much
esteemed and respected. Attracted by his many
amiable traits of character, henumbers among staunch
and warm frlends, those who, from a purely political
standpoint, cannot see with him eye to eye. This
fect of {tself demonstrates what manner of man he is.
(The writer values his friendship, bas implicit faith in
his temperance views, but in the general government
of the country agrees to difier.)

It seems appropriste to sum up this article, by
quoting from a number of the Canada School Fourtal
when giving its estimate of this geatleman whosslife,
more particularly as a total abstainer, we have attempt.
ed briefly to portray. It says:

“ As a public speaker Mr. Ross has & remarkable
faculty of grouping his facts, and presenting his argu.
ment in clear, logical order, in which we find the in.
fluenco of his early trainingas a teacher, Heisquick
at repartee, postesses a retentive memory and a con-
tagious enthusiasm which frequently expresses itselfin
genuine eloquence. He hasthe ardour and impulsiva-
ness of a Celt, combined with much prudence and
sound judgment. He isa living example of the power
of continuity of purpose and indomitable will, when
linked with intelligence and high motive. Hislifais
instructive to every young man and his example is
worthy of imitation, It is necessary to add, however,
that Mr. Ross’ remarkable powers have enabled him
to 2ccomplish a multitude of labours which would
have broken down a moi. elicate constitution, It
1s only just to add also that laboursinthe schoor-roum
equally great would have falled to receive equal
honours and present reward.”

We commend the career of one so eminent, yet
comparatively so young, for the emulation of our
youth, with the hope that they may be encoursged to
overcome difficulties and be spared to wield a power-
ful influence in elevating the social scale, assistig
the weak, or ralsing up the fallen.—CAurck and Home,

VACANCIES.

MR, EDITOR,—This subject has. been discussed
usgits ad nauseam from the minister’s stand-point.
Hear 2 few words, from a member. Nearly all
the vacancies In small congregations in villags and
rural districts are ciused between minister and pesple.
After tha minister has left the breach genaraily be.
comes wider. Tha one party blames the other for
tho pastor leaving. Tha other retorts by saying that
he did not leave soon.enough, That he remained
long after “his usefalness had gone” In this- con
ditiop, and many vamnc!esara in chis condxdon,
settlement i3 hopelesi. The ong pasty opposes every
thiog proposed by the other. In some, cases the ser-
vices cf a :student ara obtained ond-a good work is
generally done. Tho student has been seat by the
Chutch, and the people are spared’ the trcub!e ‘of
quarrelling over him, The stndent Is removed ip the
fall, probzuoncxs are seot and ths work is mttered.,
The apprentices build up, the jouraeyroen pnll down,
Darlog ¥inter the visiting of the sick, the buryiug sad

mzrrlzgcs must ba.-dene. by Methodist: mlnlsten, ‘

Thereisno he!p for tnh 138210 of +things:. Thapm-
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" batloners generally come on Saturday and frequently

go on Monday, and, however able or willing they

may be, thelr circumstances will not allow them to do

pastordl work, The Sabbath school generally goes

down and the children ars divided between the

schools of the otherdenominations, ‘Thaservicesare

{rreguiar, When the peopls meet on Sabbath they

frequently do not know whether to expect a minister

ornot. The young ara attracted by the crowd, either

to ths Mothodlat church or the barracks of the Salva.

tion Army ; and the probatloner, however well he may

preach has next to an empty house, However able

or willlng ha may be ha can under the circumstances

do nothing to prevent or remedy this state of things,

The remedy which I propose is plain and simple. No

ncw machinery is required, There are at present ten

probationers and over fifty vacancles, Let the distrl.
butlng committes apportion those ten with as many

ministers without charge as are willing to work to the

Presbyterles accordiog to the number of vacancles in
each. Let tho Presbyteries through a cenvener send
them to tho vacanties, not as experiments to sz how
peopls will tike them, but as pastors to take the spir-
Jtus! oversight of the flock ; not for any definite time,

bu to remain gs long as they prove acceptable and
useful. Let them be changed at the end of a month
if nccervary, and not for a year or a term of years un-
less nececaasy.  I.et us accept the fact that a minister
may prea © 4 pray and do all kinds of pastoral
work withont belng inducted. Inductlons have be-
come a mere farce. ' We may get a minister inducted
over us, and for aught we can do fo prevent it, he may
go out next day and try to get a better congregation,
while we are not allowed to try to get a better minis.
ter. Thisis not fair. DBoth parties should have the
same chance, Congregations preferring to find their
own tupply to receiving from the Preshytery in the
way proposed could be allowed to do so s3 at preseat,
Ministers who preferred to find their own work, could
have the same privilege. The advantzges would be
the following : all congregations except those who
elacted to find their own supply would be under pas-
toral cars instead of being left, as at present, to he
scattered as sheep having noshepherd. All ministers
except those who elect to find their own work would
be employed in pastoral work, instead of spending
their money in travelling, ard thelr labour iu a way
that is neither profitable to themselves nor to congre-
gations, This would be simply applying to a part of
our vacancies the system which has been so success-
ful In the Methodist Church. The largest liberty
would be enjoyed by all. Settled pastorates would
not be interfered with. Those supplied in the way
suggasted might become settled pastorates as soon as
prepared. ‘That large class of settled ministers whose
‘ysefulness Is gons ? could find a way of escape from
thelr painful position by accepting work under such a
schems, inste2d of going out a5 candidates among
the congregations, The probationers® schems would
not be required. ‘The system of candidating, which
{2 dolng so much to degrade the office of the ministry,
would be no longer necessary. It would be followed
only by those who preferred it to mission work,
Soms change in the mode of supply is a necessity.
I speak that I do know when I say that there are
many congregations in the Church, that if allowed to
go on as at pwesent, like sheep without a shepherd,
will be scatiered beyond hope of recovery.

A MEMBER,

“ TERM-SERVICE "—REPLY TO VINDEX,

MR, EDITOR,~The writcr who gigns himself © Via.
- dex,” and writesinanswerto “* Query” on Term-service,
stems to misapprehend the matter at issce. The
question is not Term-eldership, which: ¢ Query ¥ dis-
approves aud-repudlates ; but it is simply whether
elders were originally, and ought ziow to be, chosen
" to rule for life, or for a limited .period. of service, A
. minister, or preaching elder; does not cease to be an
- elder when he retires from active- service in the min.
: htry sin like manner, a ruling elder does not cease to
ba an elder when he ceases torilein the congregaﬁon
" with which he; habaenconnectetl. 1f 3 rullng elder
. removes from tha bounds cf the eongregaﬁon in which
: hahasmlea, beteqm:es tobe reselected but not te-
‘ ordained, “Hé cannot entér on dntyas a rullng elder
: before belng chosen by the congwgzﬁon into whosa
; bounds ke has rémoved.

lptlndpte, “Oneasne.ders&uanelder-"bnthadm-

In ahort, “Qnuy” haartlly subscribss to, the |

not bellove in perpetual tenure of office, irrespective
of the interests and desires of the people,

Inreadingthetife of John Kaox we leam thathespent
years on the continent of Europe, and that habrought
home to Scotland tho doctrine and dlscipline ho had
learned at Genava and In Germany, His ideas of
Church government were embodied in the “ The First
Book of Discipline,” from which a quotation was
given in the former brief article, Nothing could be
plainer or more emphatic than the words of this ex-
tvact. They have the clear ring of Kunox's volce in
every syllable, Allow me to quote them again—thoy
are worthy of belng repeated.

“ The electioun of elderis and deaconis ought to be
used every ydar, least that, by long continuance of
such officiaris, men presume upon the libertis of the
Church, It hurtls not that ane man be retained in
office mo years than ane, sothat ha beappointed year-
Iy by common and fre electioun,”

Vindex affirms that this extract is of no valne what
ever ; but the candld student of Church History will
not bastily reject such evidenco in favour of Tesm-
service,

The arlstocracy of Scotland had, in those days, al-
most unlimited powar over the common people. Pat.
ronags was therefore introduced, by which the mem.
bers of the Church wers deprived of the right to
choose thelr pastors by free election, and life-service
in the eldership was established, instead of term.ser-
vice. Life-tenure of office was an Innovation, just as
patronage was a usarpstion of the rights of God's
people.

Let it not be overlooked or forpotten that tha Re.
formed Churches of Europe continuo to the prezent
day the original practice of electiag elders toJserve for
2 limited texm of years, * Query" has taken palns to
ascertain that term-service is now practised in the
Reformed Churches of Continental Europe,

Presbyterians do not fully realizo that thelr system
of Church government embraces so large a portion of
the Protestant world as it does, ‘Ths third Pan-Pres.
Dyterlan Council i{s soon to meet in Belfast, The
Belfast Witness newspaper has published a long list
of the different nationalities that will then assemble,
Amoog thes» we find the pames of twenty-eight
different Reformed, Evangelical, or Presbyterian
churches of Europs alone, intluding the Welsh Cal-
violstle Methodists, Let it not be forgotten, then,
that all the Reformed Churches of Continental Europa
bave retained term-service, as it was in the days of
the fearless Scottish Reformers,

But I do not wish, Mr, Editor, to intrude toc much
on your space or your patience. Hoping you will
allow me room for another letter un this subject, I
m, etc, QUERY.

Toronto, Fune, 1884,

QUERIES. -

MR. EDITOR,—Has the Dominlon of Canads hau’l
either son or daughter that has written anything that
the world of readers cares to quote?

Have we ever had or have we now a speaker whom
the world desires to hear?

Has anybody done snything that.ths worid ad.
mires?

‘What cause can bg given for such a total lack of
the beautiful and herolc?

Is there a ghost of imagination from Winnipeg to
Halifax ?

Isabox of raising the fit emblem of our learned
men, knowledge squeezed and defaced? QUERIST.

Av——, Fune, 1854,

A CORRESPONDENT of an English paper writes from
Brazil: The population of Rio de Janeiro is-about
balfa milllon, There are only seven Profestant min.
isters in the whole city, viz., two Brazilian, foar Amerl-
can, and ons English. There are only. four Protestant
churchey, I griove for the English peopls here, who'
are like sheep without a shepherd, ‘England. sends
missionaries to ail parts of the wozld except Brazil ; I

-thiok Mr, Vanorden, of Rio Granda dn Sul; is dxa
; only one from England ; there are. none ia Rlo,tmleu
you ccunt. the -English Eplscopalian minister oze,
 Neatly.all thcslmps arg open here on Sorday, and it
‘is the greatday for borsé races and bull fights, regatias,
{cricket matckes; and athlatic- sports, Sunday is-the
+day for all grand cxhxbltions or. ixnpom.nt business 3
:Sunday woik Is qulte common amongst thy.. Euglish
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