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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

SYNOD OF HAMILTON AND LONDON.

The Synod of Hamilton and London met in Knox
Church, Suatford, on Tuesday evenng, the gth inst.,
at 730 o'clock. There was a good aitendance of
members and a very large gathering of the general
public, evidently greatly mterestedin the proceedings.

The Synod 1s composed of the Presbyteries of Hame
ilton, Paris, London, Chathaw, Stratford, Huron,
Bruce and Mamtoba.  According to the latest stats-
tical returns, the number of munisters in these Presby-
teries is as follows: Hamilton, 35; Pans 18; London,

2; Chatham, 12; Stratford, 16; Huron, 23; Bruce,
24; Manitoby, 14; making a total of 174, with an equal
number of ruling clders.  The first meeuny of the
Synod took place i Knox Church, Montreal, i June,
1875, immediately after the consummation of the union
of the churches  Rew. Thomas Lowry of Brantford,
scnior munister of the Synod, prestded as Moderator
by appomtment of the General Asscmbly, and Rev.
Wi, Cochrane, D.D,, was elected clerk, a position
which he has cver since retained, to the great satsfac-
tion of the enure Synod. Dr. Cochrane’s executive
abilities and facility for despatching business are of
the highest possible order, while lus courtcous man-
ners and desire at all times to oblige, make him
deservedly popular with every one.  The next meeting
took place in St. Paul's Church, Hamulton, in May,
876, Rev. J. C. Stith, M.A | then of Hamilton, now
of Guelph, acting as Moderator. The tlurd meeting
was held in Knox Church, Woodstock,in Apr:l of last
year,“Rev. John Laing, M.A,, of Dundas, being ap-
pomnted Moderator. Atthat meeting 1t was carned by
a large majonty that the next meeting should be held
in Stratford.

The opening sermon was preacked by the retiring
Moderator, founded upon the passages in Malach i,
135, and Acts xvi. 31, The discourse was a very
learned and at the same time practical one on the
family relationship, in the course of which the
preacher resuted the atheistic theories of such philos-
ophers as Spencer, and the anti-Christian views re-
garding this important institution, which are held by
many at the presentday.  The Synod expressed a de-
sire that the sermon should come before the public in
some more permanent form, which it is hoped the
reverend gentleman will agree to.

After the Synod had bzen constituted, the roll was
called by Dr. Cochrane, the clerk. He then submitted
a tabulated statement of all the changes that had taken
place within the bounds of the Synad during the year.
Only one death had occurred, that of the Rev. George
Cheyne, one of the oldest pioncers of Presby terianism
in Upper Canada. The Moderator referred in appro-
priate terms to this event and stated that “his end
was peace.”  Mr. Cheyne was appointed a few weeks
ago a Commissioner to the next Ganeral Asscmbly,
but when informed of his clectian by the clerk replicd
that “he had a call to a higher Assembly which _he
expeceed to obey.”

Qn motion of Rev. Thos. Macpherson, seconded by
Rev.R. Hall, and supported in a highly complimentary
specch by Rev. Dr. Ure, Rev. R. Hamilton, of Mother-
well, was unammously clected Moderator.  Having
assumed the chair, the Moderator-clect eapressed his
high appreciation of the honor conferred on hum, and
a cordial vote of thanks was given to the retining Mod-
crator, Rev. John Laang, M.A.

Committees were then appointed on Elders’ com-
missions, on Presbytery records, on bills and overtures,
and to audit the treasurer’'s books, after which the
Synod adjourncd tll Wednesday mourning.

Wednesday, Aprnil 10.
REGISTRATION ACT.

Mr. Laing, cx Moderator of the Synod, gave in a
report, including coricspondence with the Premicr of
Ontario, in reference to the grievance that ministers
performing funcral services, should make returns of
the death of persons at whase funerals they may offici-
ate. A comimitice was appointed to consider this im-
portant matter and report at a future sederunt.

USE OF THE BIRLE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Mr. Liing presented a report of an interview held
with thz M.nister of Education, and also subsequent
correspondzance, i reference to the use of the Bible in
public schouls. The following is the substance of the
Tepont

A dcpatation from the Synxd of liamilten and London,
consisting of the Rev. John laing. M.A., moderator, and

ths Rev. W. Cochrane, D.D., clerk, havesubmitted {or my
consideration the following guestions, viz :—

1. May the local trustees, without contravening the
School {.:\\v. require teachers to use the Bible in whole or
10 part as a text bouk, giving sush ins‘ruction as is needed
for e proper understanding of what is read?

2. Is there anything in the regulations and programme at
present in furce to prevent the introduction of such reading
of the Holy Scriptures as part of the regular course of in-
struction and wotk of the school, when the tiustees desire
this to be done?

I eaplained verbally to the deputation my views of the
law and regulations upon these important points, and prom-
1sedd to expreens them officially in wrting 1 order that they
mught be generally understood.

After giving lengthened extracts from the School
Law, the Minister of Education continues:

Acconling to my interpretation, therefore, of the law and
regulations apphcable to public schools in Ontarto, T beg to
reply to your two questions in the affinmative, and to advise
your synod that, fizst/y, school boauds and trustees can law-
fully require therr teachers to use the Bible or l)umun\
therenfl as part of the ordinary exercises of the school, giving
however, such explanations only as are nceded for a proper
understanding of what 1s read, and secondly, there s nothang
 the regulations o programmie respecting the pubhic schouls
now in force which can prevent the intraduction of such
reading of the Haly Scriptures as part of the regular course
of instruction and work of the school when the trustees or
school buards require this to be done.  But, on the contrary,
the law permts, and the regulations strongly recommend,
the daily practice of such religious excrcises.

It will thus be <een that it s open to parents generally,
whatever may be their different churches, to cordially unite
with trustees, school boards and teachers, in promoting such
religious exercises in the schools, and thus to improve the
character of our youth, and <o formn a community distin-
guished not anly for us intelhgence, but for 1ts far deahing
and law-abiding and mcral qualities,

On motion of Mr. Laing, seconded by Mr. King, a
series of resolutions were agreed to, thanking the
Minister of Education for his courtcous answer and
the great satisfaction of the Syaod with the conclu-
sions at which he has arrived, gnd indicating other
steps to be taken by the other Courts of the Church,
and by co-operation with other evangelical bodies to
secure united action in the dyrection desired by the
Synod.

OVERTURE ANENT HVYMN BOORK.

An overture from the Presbytery of London after
considerable discussion, was sent back to the Presby-
tery to be brought up agan at a future sederunt.

PETITIONS FOR THE ERLCTION OF A NEW
PRESBYTERY.

The Synod next considered petitions transmitted by
certain members of the Presbyteries of Huron and
Bruce, asking that a new Preshytery be formed, by
certan congregations at present within the bounds of
said Presbyteries.  Representauives from these Pres-
byterics were heard in reference to the proposcd new
Presbytenics.  On mouion duly seconded, the petitions
were transmutted semplicster to the Assembly.

SARUATH DFSECRATION.

Rev. R. N. Grant, of Ingersoll, the Convener of the
Sabbath Obscrance Comnuttee, gave in the seport on
Sabbath Obsenvance for the past year  On motion of
Rev. Thomas Macpherson, scconded by Rev. J. AL
Murray, of London, the fullowing resolution was unani-
mously adopted:

“ Recence the report, adopt its resolutions, commend
the diligence of the committee and especially that of
the Convener, express its thankfulness that Sabbath
desccration on some of cur railways is somewhat on
the decrease; teccommend that the report be printed in
the CANADA PRESBYTERIAN, and that the attention of
the members of our churches be called to its sugges-
tions, in the hope that they will exercise their influence
against cvery form of Sabbath desccration?  The
Synod also desires to express its most emphatic con-
demnation of SabbXth funerals, and would carnestly
counsel the ministers within its bounds to refusc the
performance of services at said funerals, except in
cascs of absolute nccessity, and calls upon our mem-
bership to suppon their ministers in such action.”

The commttee on Sabbath Obscrvance was ap-
pointed for next year as follows. Rev. R. N. Grant,
Convener, Dr. Bell, Dr. Ure, and Messrs. Fletcher,
Murray, Burson, ministers, and Messrs. Thomas Gor-
don, Adam Spence and John Charlton, M.P., clders.

A PROTEST AND APPEAL.

The Synod then proceeded to take up the protest
and appeal of Mr. D. McLellan, of Hamilton, agamst
a deaision of the Presbytery of Hamulton, in dismuss-
g his dissent and complaint, against the McNab
street Church session, which had resolved to submit
to a vote of the members of the congregation the
question of introducing additional hymns in the ser-
vice of praise in the public worship of the congrega-

tion. Mr. Laing in the absence of Mr. McLellan from
indisposition was penmitted as requested by the ap-
pellant, to plead Ins case. Dr. James and Mr. Mc-
Guire appeared for the Presbytery of Hamilton.

The clerk having read the papers, parties were
heird, after which the Synod procecded to deliberate.
THE STATE OF RELIGION FOR THE YEAR.

Rev. J. W. Mitchell, M.A., convener of the Com-
mittee on the state of rehigion, gave in the annual re-
port. The report on the whole was exceedingly en-
couraging and indicated a considerable amount of,
rehgious interest and spiritual life in the congrega.
tions within the bounds.

After addresses by Dr, Bell, Mr. Straith and others,
the Synod resolved to receive the report, to thank the
commuttee, and especially the convener, for their dili-
gence 1in the matter submitted to them, and that the
Synad proceed to confer regarding the topics submit-
ted in the report.

Short and pithy addresses were then delivered by
Rev. Messrs. Thomson, P. M. McLeod, D. D. Mc-
Leod, McQuarrie, Gordon, Scott and others, and the
following recommendations of the committee adopted:

1. That the Synod urge on Presbyternes the holding
of an annual conference on the state of religion within
their bounds.

2. That the Synod direct ecach Presbytery to ap-
point one of its members to receive the reports on the
state of rehigion from sessions, and prepare a report
based on them for submiss:on to Presbytery, and that
he be ex afficio a member of the Synod’s committee.

3. That the Presbyteries be enjoined to forward
their reports to the convener of the Synod’s committee
at least two weeks before the meeting of Synod.

The committee on the state of rcligion for next year
was appointed as follows: Mr. J. W. Mitchell, M.A,,
convener, and dMessrs. McKinnon, Waits, D. D. Mec-
Leod, Hamilton, Goldsmith, Anderson of Tiverton,
ministers; and Messrs. J. Henderson, Barr, Gordon,
G. Black, Mundell and Ballantyne, clders.

Thursday, April t1.
CHURCH PROPERTY IN ZORRA.

The Synod procceded to consider a reference from
the Presbytery of London anent church property at
Brooksdale. Minutes of the Presbytery of London
and Stratford were read, and Messrs. Cuthbertson
and Murray heard for the London Presbytery, and
Messrs. Macpherson, Mitchell and Robb on behalf of
the Stratford Presbytery.

After prolonged deliberation the following, on
motion of Rev. John Scott, scconded by Rev. Dr.
James, was agreed to: Sustain the reference and find
1n accordance with the acts of the General Assembly,
defining the bounds of Presbyteries, that the property
being 1in the county of Oxford, is within the bounds of
the Presbytery of London. but as certain persons
claiming to belong to the Presbytenan Church of
West Zorra, in connection with the Church of Scot-
iand, desire to be associate: with the Presbytery of
Stratford, nstruct these parties to apply to the
General Assembly to be placed within the bounds of
the Presbytery of Stratford.

NEXT MEETING OF SYNOD.

It was agreed to hold the next meeting of Synod, at
St. Andrew’s Church, London, on the sccond Tuesday
of Apnl, 1879, at 7.30 o'clock, p.m.

The Synod then resumed consideration of Mr. Me-
Lellan's protest against the Hamilton Presbytery. It
was moved by Rev. Mr. Cuthbertson, seconded by Mr.
McCallum, clder, that “having read papers and heard
parucs, the Synod, while in certamn arcumstances they
mught have reframned from strict adherence to the
letter of tenns of union of the churches in 1861, yet
for the conservation of the rights and interests of the
appellant, and for the purpose of checking a growing
disposiiion 1n congregations to anticipate the action of
superior courts in matters not yet legislated upon,
sustun the protest and appeal, express regret that dis-
sention has to any cxtent been aroused within McNab
street congregation, Hamilton, and counsel them to
consider one another, and seck for those things that
make for peace.”

It was moved in amendment by Rev. Jno. Thomp-
son, secconded by Rev. W. T. McMullen, that “papers
having been read and parties heard anent the protest
and appeal of Mr. D. McLellan against the finding of
the Presbytery of Ham'iton, sustaining the session of
McNab Street, the Syaod now dismiss said appeal,
and sustain the findirg of the Presbytery in the mat-
ter.”



