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and rode away, £ollowed by his ooriige of gen

smen.

v Raoul, surprismd by thesudden terminationof
his adventurs, was aboul to thank the un-
gnown Iady, but she stopped him with a gos-
TS,

¥ o Maonslour,” sta sald, haughtlly, «Iknow

your namoand addreas ; I will lety ou kno«
when 1 hiave ner< of you."

Seated 1otiorloss upon his home, 8fors
watched for sowe timo the course of tho heavy
cebtele, 1o remarkod that ssveral pages at-
ronded at the door, and that it was sccompan-
nted by » ocnsiderable cscort of gentlomen, It
was not uodll tno carciago passed out uf hissight
that ho pursurd his way,

wWho can shis woman be?” ho askod bime.
self. 1low buautifuily ber blondo bair andulue
cyes haruionizo with tho brilllant whitencas of
bet coniplexion {—what audacity and nobleness
upon het braw! — what flre in her glanocal
Fverytliing anout her indicates illustrious urle
gl Bhal, Iese her againt—wlll sho remom.

r 191"
m'Duﬂua 1he remalnder of hils rlde, tuo cheva-
enller thought of nothing but of tho unknowz.
un reacbing tho Stag’s Head e perceived Do
Maurevers Jmpatiently awaiting on tho thres-
hold of tho hostelry.

wWely,"” orled tho oaptaln, « has tho king
complinrented you o your good louks ¢

8forzl tovk the giant by the arm, and dravy-
10g him lato the room, rulated Lo bhim ail that
1o had done durlng tho morolng.

« Thousaud leglons of dovilal” exclaimod Do
Masurevert ; ssthisis a pitiful beglnoing! To
atart by making onomies of Messlours de Juy-
ouso and d’Epernon loaves you no chaace! Tho
moetlng with tho handsomo blonde compon.
satos to o certaln degree, 1t 1s tree,  There aro
te® wunea 1o Parle who pussesa a cuech , this
must be some bigh lady. You must contrivo to
employ your handsome dress to good purpose
before it beoomos faded ! Who knows {—Irom
the tnoment tha king advised you 1o use Castro
s0ap, and authorized you to apply to his yoo-
man of the lauadry, there is po doubt he waa
pleased with you. We shall seo {~wo shall
s0al”

Do Maurevert wag golug o. in th.a fashion,
when, on hearing a modest tappiog at the door,
he Interrupted himsolf to bld the person kaock.
.ag for admiltance como 10. Tho lan llurd of the
Stag’s Head presented himself,

«» Monsleur,"” he sald, addrossing Raocul, * here
ts & lotter, brought by a servant, with instruc.
udons that It waa to bo glven into your own

hands.”

The chavalicr broke tho seal, and after run.
niog bis eyes over tho coutents; of the missive,
remarkod ¢

«]t is from tho mistross of Phocbus, and In-
forms mo that sho wlil rocolvo me this after
noots a¢ her house, at two o'clock."

« 1}y Cupld, I'm delighted to hoar it1” cried
De Muurevett. ¢ By tle way, does this lady
wentlon In her lotter ‘ho gratitudo sho owes
you??

« Cartalaly sho doss.'! .

»That's all right, thon. Nothing could be
bettern~I mean more promising.”

Raogul's thoughts had wandered, and Lis mind
was Nlled with tho remombrance of Diave. £o
deeply was he plunged {2 reverie, as fur some
time 1o bo unconscious of the fact of the captain
still continuing to address him. At length De
ssureverl's voloe aroused him with astart,

u My dear friond,” cried thocaptain, ¢ theun.
ficlpation of this rendex-vous appoars to bavo
& decldedly strange effoct on youl”?

* What rondes.vous, captain t” asked Raoul,
abaently.

«Wall, that 18 an amusing quostion !” cried
Do dMavrovert, ¢ Whatl—has your mind been
waudering so ¢ar in the flelds of imagination
that yoa have forgotien yowr appolatmont for
iwo Q’olook this afternoon 1"

o1 really had for the momeni forgutlen 11,
replied Reoul. |

« Pargotien it }—aru here hava I Leen pre-
dicting the most brilliant results from your
waking violeat Jova £o0 the old mlstress of Phuw.
bus, whois evidently doeply smitten with you.
Why, my dear Raoul, yua have gut hare a aplon-
4id chance of making your fortune—if you will
only follow my directiuna”

v My dear oaptaln,” replied Hforal, smliilog,
uIam afrald yov waste your timoe with me. X
love mademolsollc d'Erlavges with all the
a'rength cf my 0l , bul If oves I were so viio
a3 10 prove falso to iny sworn falth, it would
oertalnly be witheat any Lhoughi of reaplog ad-
vantags from my lncovastancy.”

“ By the oharms of the uvble lady Venus I”
crfed De Maarevust, with a disuppulnted alr, « X
should never have expoctad, dess companiun,
so much logratitede whd altopliclly o yuus
part ° Wby, if sach are your senilments, bavo |
you glven me yuwu Aote ofband fur ive huu-
dred cruwaa T Alo yoeu iguorant of the factihat
20arly all the groat lurds ab Cuustseap buil
hunor and profil Sum the cxtravagaace uf wo-
wen ? Da yon wish toaffoct Aingularity by such
1Avage ways of lvingt”

* Captala,” seplled Blursl, gravely, - you will |
{nflpltely ubilgn ma 2 aub cvutinuing this dia-
casslon. X baye the misforfane lobe very atub- ¢
boroly wedded W vy opluleas’

Da Maure vezs ot his shoulders witlian
alr of vexsticn, and remajnedsilont. However, |
ten minutes belfore the cluck swiuck the hout
sppolnied by the late mistreass of Thabus fus |

hastily arrsnged his dress and departed, pro.
mising the captain toreturn to supper.
"3

CHAPTER XaVIIL
A HRIVENTANE MAGDELKN.

Raoul apeedily reachiod tho houso tnbiabited
by the late mistreas of tho spantel, & solitary
looking building, half hiddan Ly tho tros of &
vast gurdon, and onclosed on all sides by bigh
walls, presonting & severo and gloomy aspeet,

At the first atroko of tho knocker, the door
was opened—the vialtor was ovidently expoote
ed. It was an old man-sorvant wbo receivaed
and conducted the ciovalior up a lignt of stops
Into tho {nterlor of the house, on reaching which
ho threw open a palr of large folding-douors and
announced:

¢ Monsleur lo Chevallor 8forzl.”

Tho mistresa of tho houxe was scatod In &
largo arm.chair, She rosc, bowed 10 tho che-
vallet and motioned him to bo seated,

80 groatly was tho light which entered the
toom, intorcepted by trees growing against tho
frindowa, that at /irst Raoul was unnble to dis-
Uinguish tho surrounding objocts. It was nnt
until his eyes had grown accustomed to tho
halflight of the room that o was able to reocog-
yze the fact that ho was iu an oratory.

A large crucifis, exqulsitely carved, was sup-
ported against the tralt by a group of angels,
aAud A massivo prie-dies and (wo arm-chaurs
compossd tho entire furaniture of this sombre
Petrent,

As to the anknue n iadg, sho presentod in
face and bearing tho stamp of & molancholy
graoco and distinction, so 1owmarkavle aa to mako
him at once feol for act a tendor Aod respecifug
friendship,

B8ho was inoontestadbly beaaliful; but tho air
of gontle and resigned sorrow exhibited 1o her
foatures, Instend of awaking admiration, evoked
the beholdor's sympatby.

“ Monsleur Bforzl,” shoe kald, In a melodlious
voloey “if I heaitated befols recoiving you, do
0o accuso ma of Ingratitude. I Itvo 50 com.
Pletely out of the world, 1a such absoluto re-
tiremont, that to givo accoas Lo & strangor con-
stitutos an fmportant event in my existonco. 1
beg you now to accept oy thanks for tho pro-
:cu:m you 50 bravely and generons)y affordod

o'

s pladame,” replicd Raoui, « 1 shouid bs sorry
it you wero o attribute to mero curiosity s
question [ ask pormisslon to addross to you,
Tha attark to which you were nearly falling a
victim doos not appear to me to have beon
mude by chiance, I attribute it tothe hats or
vengoanoe of someo person. Do you not intend
to ko precautions agnjnst & reaowal of the
altempt agalust your lifo?”

¢ 1 thank you, chevulier, for this mark of fn.
torest. Yes, I have powerful enemlos, orger for
wmy destruction,  As to taking my precautions
aguiust their dodgus, I havo no (ntontion of
t‘loll.l‘ %0; my lifo Is in tho keeping of heaven.
illgssod will Le tho day when In its Infinite
ntercy and goodness, it delgns to relieve mo of
wmy earilly burden.™*

Raoul culd not ronress an dxclamation of
surprise, The ohild, 1resonted, considering bor
:f;" an, oxtraorctinary resemblanocs to Heury

« Do you now understand my remorse, Mon.
sleur Bforzl *--T was bolrnged, my {nuncspoe
ubured—the wickodest means wero emplnyed
to raako me fall tnto tho abyss. My erime was
not in my fall. It was in the tove that followed
It—love, whioh I stil) (ee) for the author of my
dishouor. My the ononfexaiun T at this mo-
ment makoe of my ain serve for my atonsment.

s Madame " replled Raou!, deeply toushsd.
s your humilite raiscs yon In my eyos—=whore
you are worthy of all ndiniration aud respect!?
1 ran now oxplaln tho crime to which you wure
80 nearly falling a victim.,  Your beauty, your
tove, your virtue, have given umbrago to Mos-
tlours do Joyouso and d'Eperaon, Have I not
guessed arfght 1

While the chevalior was spoaking, made-
molsclle had fallen Into deep meditation, At
tho name uf d'Epernon sbb hastily ralsed her
head, and replied. in atonn ofalarm *

¢ 210 has sworn to kill me:”

¢ And me alvo, madame,” ropliod Raoul, with
& sad amile.

Mademolsolle J’Assy placed her child upon a
volvot aushion at lier feet, and sald to hor*

« Place your bead npon my knees, Heurlotto
sud remain quiet. I want to talk with this
gentleman.”

«l will go to slcep then, mamma,” repilod
the child, kissing her mothar’s band.

8ho kept her word; fur her head had hardly
rosted on ber mother’s knees bofore sbe olosed
her eyes. and xank into a tranquil slumber.

AMademolscllie d’Assy then oontinued the cone
versationn.

« Mouatear Rforzl.” she sald, ¢ wa havo met
but twioe, and the first timeo you saved mviifo:
the second, you gave me tho lnefiable pleasure
of which J have so long be deprivoed, ofspeaking
of bim ! Like &ll anhappy persous, I am super-
stitious, It & amas to me that your visit will
bo fortunale to mo—that hoaven itself have
gulded you upon my path,: You and I, mon-
sicur, havo A common bond of misfortune !
Have you a slster, chovaller?”

«Alas! madame, I have no amily.”?

n1f the fauit which I have commitled does
no! render me an object of abhorrence in your
sight,” continued Madernniselle d’Assy, bowing
her head—t1f you belleve, chevalter, tuat &
crqature who has dosoended 60 iow may have
prescrved some little goodness of heart—accopt
me for & aister "

8forz!, by a spontaneous movamont, rose from
his chair and bent hls kneo befure this unfor.
tunate rcyal viotino.

#Afadame,” he crlod, respectfully kissing
her hany, «I cannot tell you how much joy
your offer gives me. 1 will justify your conil-
denco by my devotion and gratitude,”

« Monsiour Sforzt,” suld Maiemoiselle d’Assy,
“since you have 50 gencrously acocpled the
offor of my friendship, I owo you certaln ex-
planations, certaln coufidences. If L have lovod
tho king, belleve me It was not only becawse he

Tueso words deeply sffected the chrvaller.

was, at that time, tho wost brilliant gentleman

«When vnobelioves 1n heaven, madame,"” he ) uf bis kingdom: 1t was, oun the conirary, his

#ald, * ono cantot dospalr on earth.”

¢ Alag, chovalior!” replled tho lady, with a:

woaikness which attached e to uim. 1 thought
1t would be possible, if uot to ennvbie, at teast

sigh, “ when memory servea but to call ap ro- ) to oxcuse my faolt, by saving his maujesty trom

morse, nothing can assuage ita bitterness,”

1 the pernicious oounsels of the courliers who
‘*Remorso! Applied to yourself, madame, , surrounded bim.

taving ouce eutered on Lhe

tho woni, it seems to me, can have no real ap~ | suruggle, I ouglit Lo Rave maie any suofinice Lo

puuu%u

) continue my fnfluenco over him, But 1t 18 BOW

% You aro tulstaken, monsieur. It I8 feruorsa | too tate.

wrhlch is killing me.”
‘The speaxer buratinto tears.
«Mousieur,” suddenly oontinued the lady,

« D’Epernon controls him, and d’Epernop i
not a man to give up bis prey, 1 admit tbat, in
affairs of State, lie bas high qualltier, Hissub.

chack’ng hersortow, U Tum cullod Mademolsells | uety, his touaciiy, the siraigniforwanivess of

d'Assy.”

his judgmant, bis foresight, bis resdy and bold

Raoul bowed politely; but the name given , expedients, ralse him fur atove ail tus men

him Ly the tady conveyed no irfsrmation to
his ming,

' about him.

At tho Court ho 18 & glant ia vhe
midst ofdwarfs. To have such & man for an

“'Whlat, mousienr ™ she erled.~#dv yon not , enomy 18 Lo plag & dasgorous gume, He turus
tarn your looks from me with horror 7 Ah, you , to bis owa profiv tho boundless infiusuce Lo
treat me with o0 much goncrually aod lndal- | possessos over ihe King, dut L adnut tbat bo

gonoe.”

; would nover sx0riflce to his OWD 1nlerests 1hosa

« AMadame,” replied Raoul, moro #nd more , of Lis masier, for whom he {seis au unuileravle
actonished,  you would oonfess to having com- | attachment. It Heury wero to 1080 Lts crown
mitted aumeo orime, but  canuut bolivve It ol | Lo-morTOW, IS ait his SEIVANLS turlicd WAITS OF
vou. Irecoguixe In you signa of goodnozs and | perjurers, AMonsleur d’Epernon would bo tue

virtas in which X cannot Le mistakon,

You ; onty one who would romain fastbfal wo itm., It

are, I am sure, worthy of all cospect and | 1s an Loeaplicuble MYLLOFY 01 the Quran Neart.”

homsage”

AMadomoisolle d’Assy ralsed her eyes towards
the oracifiz suapouded (o the wall, sad cried in
a forvont tonw . .

«He von be thanked that bas willed
proacive my namo frum the ignominivas ocie-
Lrivg 3t descrvos —Heaven be thzukod I

Yo the courso of the conversation, which was
. contlnged for a oconsilerablv jengih Of iune,

, #aoui, at tho prossiog request of Madtesaolsello §

(or C’Epernon she ook your couse 1o hand, y« v
would bave a great chance of snoooens.”

« Alas, mademolsclle{” replied Raoul, «1 am
alone and tsolated in my wonkness! Tn all
Parls I cav count. but one friend, and oven this
bne enjoys but littlo credit.,  Yet now I think
of 1t—0h, no,” he addod, «that is a mere
dream."

¢ You are thinkiug of somo other friond 7**

“This marotng * anawered the chevatler,
“while T wan quarrelling w.th Monsiour [a-
valoitn, 8 lady tu a carrlace —o tady of ques
ke haauvty, proud (earing, and biting and
tranical tone of vajoo—gtnppod ber carrosse, and
boldly tnok my part. She troated the Duo
U'Eparnon not only with Aguleur but with in.
Uescribablo disdain. 8ho told him to his face
that sho was bls epemy, and that ahs made my
tauxe her own, and as eho drove away she 8-
sured e of her protaction.  But to coult on
such & promize wonld be folly »

«“Why 8o, chevallior?—On tho contrary—did
you remark the livery of thia lady’s gorvants ¢’

#No* T only observed that hor sulle was
uumenous.”

« It must be she,? sald Madomotisolle d’Assy,
half to horself.

“Da you know this lady?” ‘zquired Racul,
oagerly,

«1 am nat sure, chevaller, Your description
anawers porfoct!y (» ono of the highest ladies it
the kingdom. TYf T am not mistaken in my
sopposition, be assured that no accldent conld
bave sorvac you botter  Tho baldneas of thin
woman ghrinks from nothlag——not even befors
the myal) authority!  If, as she has declares!.
sho mokes your apnee her own, T dn not despalr
ofyour triumph.  8till I murt warn you, Mon.
sfear 8forzi, that in spite of the decp interext
with which the nnmerited misfortunes o° your
Digne bave innpired me, T cannot joln my
efibris with thoso of your powerful protectrioe.

«The tenacious and implacabls hatred which
this woman boars towards the king, thocrimin-
sl vproject which sha meditates and opanly
avows, forbld me tn have apy dealings with
her..—Oue lagt word, chevelier, T do not for an
{pstant doubt the noWllity and loyalty of your
character. I am sure yonare incapable of come
mitting a shamerul action, and yet I tromble
10 think of the dangerous ally with whorxn you
ars gboht tn nnita yvanraelf.  Be ob your gnard
—~—this woman is endowed with irresistible
powers of ¢eduction. T repoat, be on your

”

guard,

8ingularly intergsted by what Mademolselle
d'Asgsy had tald bim, *he chevalfor was reflect-
tog how ho micht gain from her complets intel-
ligence as to the obaracter of thls mysterious
protectrico, when the waking of little Hen-
riotte put an end to the conversation.

«t Dear mamma,” orted the child, kissing her
mother, I have bad such a beautiful dream.”

«Wbat havs you dreamed, my darling?”
asked Lior mother,

«] dreamed thutI was at tho Louvre, in a
room all gilded. The king held me on hisknees,
called ma his chlld, and offered me oranges and
hypocras, When J am grown up you will take
me to Conrt—will vou not, mamma*"’

«wNover! naver!” exclaimed \Mademoisalie
d’Assy, with an indascribable lmpression of
terror 10 her valoe, and pressing hor daughter
ainmost convulsivale to her bosom.

8forz! rose and took his leave,

« Monsisur Sforzi,” said Mudemolsgelle d’Assr,
« I hopo to see you Agaip £von, Moanwblle, I
whall nray for my bdeloved s'stor Dinune d'Er-
langes.”

Raoul was passing out of the oratory when
Mademoiselle d’Assy called bhim back.

«Chevalier,” she sald, “man’'s coursge 18
nothing without tue supportof heaven, Accept,
1 beg, this reliquary ; it contains & plece of the
holy cross. I shall be less uneasy, knowing
that 1o the midat of dangers you are under the
protection of this relic.”

To rofuse such 4 present, offdrel in such &
maonner, was impossible.  Raoul ascepted it,
and mademoisslle 100X froin her neck & chain
of goid and transferred it to his.

Half an honr later ho reached tho Stag's Head.

(To b contsnued.)
e o d
AN ISLANL LRYING TE,

The Iaiand of Buuta Cruz 18 aryiag up. Thes

| T Asey, roiatod tho atfaite of his puat ufe, tne | €em of the Weut Iodian Scas wus 4 gundea of

, citcumistances of his love fur Liane, aud ks
. ARZI0UCS On Accouns of her safety.

y “Ahb, chovaller,” siio ropUed, sudly, 10 spiwo |
In spite of Lis struogly-excited curiusiiy, , of tho disizess you are enduring froum Lho Gu-

freshnoks, boauty and fectility twenty yoamagu;
1t was cuvered with wuals, trees abuuad overy-
whers, aud raloa wero prufuss and requonk One
Jourth cf the island bhas nOW buoovmo an atlet

i i Jdexort. Forests and trees have beesn cal away,
Raoul remaloed stlent, while Madomolselis oeriainty you aro leftin as Lo tue fato of your | ’
, beiuved Liane, huw much less yuo nave W raln-falls have deated, and the process of deatc.

TAssy was absurbed in pious contesnplation,

. ug
Ay that moment the dvot upeuod, and & compisw of t,mm1 :x;;v;c::‘,“ n:v:] 3;:::?:1; :auw: advanced gradaalls wod, Irresisiib.y apon tho

charhing Bille glrl, abous Ave years of age)

wath wwwndo outang bair, ourat Joyowiy tulo  suffer porsccuiion frum the Wicked Lhsu W LK §
vhe vtatury aud ciambored vu (0 Mademuiselio . undor the weight ol roniorsel Tho dosprrale ¢

¥ ¥ t Lh Maad 186Lt0 & LLriAn, diviais
A Asny's Kaves, and throw hoes arms about e  posilioa of smolselio S ux'o: no:‘"m- ‘. Jation is watched by the people, wholly anable

lady’s neok. .
«» Yun promised mo nol to <ry aay mofe,
aanddial” sad che cullae  * You have avt Ropt
gour promwse., Why do youcry ?”
Medemolselio I'Assy smued at tho child
through bier tewrs and kissed hed passionateiy,
8fvszi swukod ab the ohild with as much ess
tonishment a8 admiration, The face of Made-

'molnlh d'Asey™ ohlld ocalled ap & vague

fecoliecuvn, semindiug him ounfusedly of the

rocolving the chevalier, the oRplalu ».ub -p L | dXeness of sume vae ho had previonly sesn.

W and sald to him afably .

This indochilon of ihe chevaller’s did 80s eas

“Raoul, itis not well-mannered L. keep Alady ! save the aiwaton of Mads.aclselio d'Assy.

walting, Itfs timefor you to atact.,”

« Motsleur,” she asked abruptly, “do you

£rorz), a socond tims ronses from meditation, | Xzow his 2areety the King of Frauve 2‘"

. lot Is to mine!

your Uns of condact.

stunding the enmity ot L'Epernon apd e

Juycase, seo bia majosly agmun.  His m""”lf, : and froah flelds, will be part of the waste. In-

mast Jisten (o you, and repdor yua Jusiioe.

you know goune, chevalior, who can awl yoa
10 gAIn renowed Acoess W o Ring T tlave you

cation beginning at one ond of the island, has

1and, tIt for scvon milps it Les beaume Ary and
barres aa the sea shure, hutsos a0d praatations
have boea abaaduvoed, and tbe advauce ofdeso-

to pravent, but knowing almoat to a certatnty the
time whes thelr owa habdltativas, thelr gardens

deed, the whoule lainnd scemns doamod, to become
& doaert. Thia and result 1 Delleved to beowing

ov pawerlul friend in crodit Wil doon Cue | SRUFCY 16 the destiuciiuh Of Lhe troed upoan Lhe

therlno §

The King still fears his moiher, and | laland some yearssgo.
Catherine, alarmod ab the daily incrersing as- )

P e e

oondency of the Duo &' Eporncn, 1 socrelly on- |

_deavuring to Gndermune tho LAVOLIILE'S crowlit. y
Calhorine, as 1 Lave wo well loasneu by exper-  anocdute vl the Phiadelplus paolsher, whe
. iomoe, is & fesolate woman, who would abriuk | advortisod certall fiew  Duoks as follows &

‘

Tie deata of Junan Stuach Mik briugs up the

from no means fus swe AtlaiDMent of LET ends. | » Milt ou Poltucar Eoonowmy,” « Dittoon the
1 1f you could seaura her support—it outof hatred | Jlows”



