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poration lays down in ita printed ' services boen required,” true or false?

application a limit of age beyvond
which under no circumstances it will
g0, then the above rule of simpla cor.
rection is hardly just; for the corpor.

atfon has been unwittingly drawn into ' questions submitted *~ them, the judgo,

I

|

A.—False.

Q.~If false was it materlal ?
A~No |

On the answers by the jury to the

a contract which, bnd the applicant's | gave judgment for &.,0ti0.

true age been known, would never

have been issued. The principal Act | ated and registered by Ontario, and is |
is therefore now amended by allawing | not by tho law of Ontario forbidden '

Wheo a friendly sociely is incorpor-

the insuring corporation the right of | fiom transacting business in another
declaring the contract vold withir « Province, the transaction of business
thirty days after such an error in age in that other Frovince is a question

comes to its knowledge.

The act of 1895 now makes the law ! when that Province by a comity usual -
clear that in any contract of insurance 'among states and proviaces, acqul-,
the application Is to he considered 1y : esces, Ontaric. makes no objection to,
conijunction with the policy or certifi. the arrangoment. Thiy, tho act of:
cate: and provides that the Court, 1895, makes clear by nn amendment to
shall determine how far the insurer . section 22 (2) of the principal act. _
was induced to enter into the contract , furtherauce of such arrangoements it is -
misrepresentation | also now provided that the president
The | of the Ontario society nced not neces- ,

by any material
contained. in the application.
questicn, what is a material misrepre-
sentation is howover still, as it has

always been in our law a question for ! retary and the treasurer of the society ;

the jury. Cases are so frequonf of
lute in which juries, apparently with
the motive of excusing improper

verdicts, bave declared the most vital |

mis-statements to be immaterial, 1 am
free to confess my fear that, if we arc
to be saved from organized frauds
upon insurance societies and com-
paoies the decision of this question of
materiality may have to be wholly
withdrawn from juries. I shall read
to you the questions put by the judge
and the answers rendered by the jury

in an actual suit brought a few months |

ago against a frieudly society in
Torouto. In thess questions 1 have
substituted the name of John Smith for
- the actual name of the deceased certifi-
cate holder : —
. Questions put by the judge to the
jury, and the aunswers of the jury
thereto :~— .

Q.—Was the statement made by the
late John Smiith respecting his age
and the date of his birth in his appli-
cation, trueor false 2

A.—Falsc.

Q.~If such statement was false,

f

for that Province to determine; and

In

satlly be a resident of Optario ; but as
enacted by the priucipal Act the sec-

must still be so resident.

Under the old law the declaration of
tncorporation filed by the soclety be-
came its charter, defined its objucts,
proscribed its methods and limited its
powdrs. No machinery existing for
amending this cbarter, difliculties
have arisen when the deciaration con-

tains inconsistent provisions, or vex- !

atious restrictions or requiroments.
Stmilar difliculties have arisen under
constitutions and by-laws founded
upon those declarations. In & proper
case tho Registrar of Friendly Societies
has now, yndeT the act of 1895, power
to grant relief and to validate amend-
ments which r:herwise would have
been ultra vires of the society.

Some other cases aleo are covered,
where the validity of amendments
herstofore or hereafter made in the
coastitution and rules of societies may
be brought in question, and it bezomes
a matter of vital importance to remove
the dombt. It is unot intended that
socictics shall invoke this jurisdiction
of the Registrar except in cases of real
welght, difliculty and urgency.

A vigorous argument lately arose

was it false to the knowledge of tho | over the question, how long does the

late John Smith ?
A.~—No.

Q.—Wasg the statement made in accumulate? The principal Act pro |

goed faith and without any attempt to
deceivo?

A.~Yes.
Q.—\Vas tho answer ‘‘ no ™ opposite
ths word ‘‘dropsy” amongst the

answers to questions respecting com.
plaints on the second page of the samo
application, true or false ?

A.—False.

Q.—If false, was ths said answer
false to the knowledge of the late John
Smith ?

A.—No.

Q.—Was the statement roepecting
his age and tho date of birth material
to the contract?

A.—No.

Q.~—Was tho answer to having had
drogsy or not, material to the risk?

A.~—No.

Q.~—Was the angwer to the question
*“‘have you ever had any sirious
iliness or persoral ivjury,” truo or
false?

A.—False.

Q.—If false, was it material ?

A.~—No.

Q.—Is tho answer to tho qucstion
‘‘when were you last confined to the
house by sickness, "-true or false ?

A.—Fulse.

Q.~If false, was it material ?

A.—No,

Q.—Is the answer 1o the question
‘‘when and for what have the doct”

-
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j then has had actual notico.

liability of a member for unpaid fees,
ducs and assessments, continue to

vides a simple mode of withdrawal |
the membor has only to givewritten
notice of withdrawal and pay up his
fees, dues and assessments of which he
But sap-
pose the member discontinues payment
and gives 20 notice of withdrawl, how
long would bis liability continue to
accurnulate? In the rocent case
before our courts, it was, I believe, claim.
ed that the society could recover for a
period of six_years, that is for the whole
period allowed by the statnte of limita-
tions in the cage of simple contract dobts;
and in numerons American cases where
assesement intarance was in queation,
the courts have held the scciely or as-
sociation entitled to recover for an ox-
tended series of sssessments. Those
courts, in at least some of the cases, were
impressed with the alternative that,
to hold otherwise, would permit the
members of any  insurance society
by concerted action to work a general
repudiation of the aociety's actual debis.
is result is obvious enough; but the
reasoning is tob general for a good work-
ing rule. In fixing a limit to the mem-
ber's liabilily, we wmust, T think, be
smded_by the cuestion, how long docs a
efanlting member retain & thirty days'
grace allowed by statote; most socictics
give a furthor period right of reinstate-
ment, during which the member, on
paying the.sum in default, 1s withont
medical examination, permitted toreceive
his insurance palicy or certificate at the

- same rate of mouthly preminms as before.
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The member way have reachod such an -
Ao as to make him uninsurable clse-
where, and durine the period of his non-
payment of Jues and assessments he
may have been atruck by such disease,
or may have recened su b physical i
juries a8 invelve a fatal resxﬁt; he s
nevertheless vnlit'ed to resume his former
- statuy and privileges upen the simple
ayment of the defuult, and to reinstate
18 insurunce certifiente, which visibly,
will in a few months, bec~me a claim on
 the eociety for 1,000, SZmun o 3,000
acconling o the ameunt specified i the
rertifieate,  lHere we plainly hnve 2 value
) able night ; and wath the neht of reinstate-
ment ghould alse run the obligation te
pay for that rcht; the rcht and the
obligation shautd te corelative and eos
terminus.  Somo soctetins add a sl
further peniod of indurenee, dunin: which
' the member has a qraited net s of rein-
statoment, the quahiication boing th.t
dunne ths tinal period therv must be a
satisfuctory medical certiticate tofore re-
instatement.  Even ag thus qualitied thoe
right is a valnable one fur the member,
- thoteh now perhaps beyond the admis-
sable as0 for insurance 1n that soclety or
any society, is re-admitted at the same
rato ag he paid at his onzinal entry invo
tho society. Tins final period of 1ndule
wence, i8 not, 1 beliove, 1n any registered
society carried bevond twelve mon'hs
i from the comiencewent of the member's
default; and upon the principlo just laid
down, twelve months should*therefore be
the entreme hmnit of the member’s habil-
ity for unpaid fees, dues and asgessmente.
Upon this basis tho enactment of 1505
proceeds; it does not say, as some have
supposed, that in any gven case
the defanlting member shall be liatls
for twelvo months’ defsult; bot it says
that “in no case,"—that is no meciter
what the cnntract or the constitution np
rules of the sqriety, or the common law
or prior statute law inay be,—~shall the
lisbility cover a period
tw:lve months. Many of tho societies by
their constitution and limit the
od of reinstatement to thres months.
'3 was the case with the Canadisn
Relief Society; and accordingly in that
case the judge following the obvious
equitable principal before mentioned and

the member's liability to the same perivd
of three months during which the right
of roinstatement existed. The new .\et
enables sociclies to make it clear by their
oonstitution and rules what is the precise
period of lialnlity in the case of default-
ing meabers ; and where such enactinent
of the society receives tho assent of the
Registrar of Friendly Societies, it becotnrs
binding and cblizatory upon the memn-
i bers.  In fraternal societios the payment
, of honest death claims_ousht 10 be re-
. garded as a sacred and inviolute dutv,
1 ot only to the dead brother, but to Lis
| surviving dependonts. To him and to
i them hio faith of the society was pledied,
1 and, if the socicty hecontes insensible to
+ its duty, tho conrts should be vigorously
X invoked to quicken its conscience. The

day is t for technical defences te

Yonest claims, or for liquidating debis
‘\\-ith smooth phrases. Widows and o~
| phans want their money, not spmpathy:.
{ The society’s maturiny obligations must
be provided for: and’ when they have
matured, thoy must be paid without Jde-
lay or abateruent. Durinye the past vear
a number of our friendly socicties Liave
hoard these wholesome truths preached
by their own executive officers, and have
reformod their premium rates so as to
make them more adequate to the lanwe
liabilities undertaken, This movement
augurs well for the future of those socict-
ies. It was, andis, by such plamn stransht-
forward dealing with diflicultirs that
those grand old English societics, the
Ancient Urder of Foresters and the Man-
| choster Unity, first won, and have ever
' sinog retained, thoe ouafidence of the
i people of England. In juany other re-
» 8pocts thosc yreat socioties are worthy of
i our imitation. There inexpensive man-
1 agment, their jealous care of the society’s

funds, their soarching audits, and their .
I prudent investments are full of instruce,
| tion. Upon your ma
tive officers depends

ment as execu-
futare of our
7/
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of more than:

cases decided thereon in England, limitod '
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friendly societies in Ontaria. Do not
offer more in rmr certificste than any
one can poasbly jetform. Iy careful
selection, skiful medieal examination,
and close conmarny, very lange alvan

can bo gateed, but there is wv b & thing
as an imposs'b ¢ contea & 1 na stress
of cosupetitiag be lured inte pmrralog
impossilulitive.  Lastly a w..nlas ) the
care o the funds.  You stan 1 in the post-
thun of trustees 1o the warking classos of
Uptarto, Yot are handhine special trust
funds, trust fands that bes.and all othors
need and whserve your vialanee as woll
as the vizlanee of the state, for thoy
contas tre savet gy and anvestments of
the jeer Oltenat 1s only by the mont
puntul thnft and self-detal thay tho
inlustral classes heeps the:r certificates
alive, Paspaer iedany broncht to your
ktiowhedoe, and shonld an tho  moat
powerlul way appeal to yoou, when you
are pressed to any conrse of Action which
esther wo ald en langor the fundy of the
ety o woaed telay or wnpodo the
pad ment o adam
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Initiations in July, 1895,
Initiations du Hois de Juillet, 1895,

‘Br. Initiated
TG Beilow e, int .20 {1 mombernse
INToeSargenn Falls, Out., 3 -
Lo, Montreal, Que ... "
4. Aroprior, Ont..... ... o
AT AZthur, Unt........ . “
Y TR Montreal, Que...... .
S Deseronto, Unt........ "
1na...... Halifax, N. S......... “
162, Motietats, N, Boeeee “

B (R USRI, Siediac, NL B........ ”
190...... Montreal, Que........ "

S 193...... St. J. Baptiste, Man. "
2ul...... Alexandria, Ont..... “

.2 ¥ SO, Fraserville, Qae...... "

i 248...... New Glasgow, N, S.
ZeeeesSamnia, Ontaceeen. ooe

12......Betlin, Ont......vveee “
16......Toronta, 00t cecereees “
-

22...... Wallaceburg, Ont....
23......8eaforth. Ont..........

38.ceees Cornwall, Ont......... hd
46...... Walkerton, Unt...... "
6l Mernttan, Ont.. "
R Lindsay, Unt. "
T Ganaure«ue, (nt. “

Switi's Falls, One ..
Larh ne, Qe
Teus, Qne..
Cuaelase, C e,

110 L Queber, Que.aaeeeaaee "
S &

: G . (1)
| Ky Portage dn Fort, Quee "~
158, Viade Paul, Que, .
Ii3...... Winnijey, Man...... “
| (1, Ambierst, N\, x5 ........ o
1780000e. Belle Iaver, Ont...... ~
1970neee Trong ¢ reek, Ont..... "
J{ DA A (hatham, N, B...... ”
2un...... West 'utmico, Nos.. o
1 1eeeee Rat Portage, Unt..... -
9 B Snmwerside, P "
216, Charlottetown, ¢ “

223......Murray Bay, Que...
Plantagenet, Ont.....
24..... St H. de Moy 7, Q.
244 Halifax, N, S.oveeee
253eeeees Maniwak,, Qne......
L. hensington, 14 ELL
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Totaleaeeescrnsnns

N. B.—~The smuations in tho last twe
branchics are chiarter motnbers.

Ixos initiations Jdes doux derni ros soos
o1 ‘sales sont des membhros foniatours,
——————— .
HONOR ROLL.

Branch No. 36, Belleviile, tnt.,
heads tho honor roll for tho groatest
number of initiations in tte month of
Jaly, having initiated four memberi,

Branch No. 187, Sturgeoa Falls,
Ont., comes pext in crder, baving ig-
itated three members,
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