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these, to the former migratory character our Governmeuts and Parlia-
ments, and, partly, Vto the recent establishment of the Constitution of
the Dominion, it is yet impossible to pronounce what we really have
in the shape of Archives, or to point out precisely the localities in which
they are lodged.  Besides those to be found at the several existing
seats of Goverument, there is a very considerable mass of them wt
Montreal, and, probably, some remaining nt Kingston.

With respect to the Archives of the Colony, of periods antecedent to
the year 1764, we may infer come particulars of their nature, and how
they were disposed of. by consulting the Ariicles of Capitulation, dated
Sept. 8th, 1760.  In scven or cight of these, we find stipulations pro-
posed by DeVaudreuil in behalf of what ave concisely styled “ papers.”
DeVaudrendl demands that those in his own possession and that of
General de Lévis and Inteudant Bigot, as also the Colonial Government
papers and those belunging to the several publie departiments, shall be
transported to France, witlout previous iuspe ion by British officers.
under any pretext whatever.  In article 45. it is stipulated, on the con-
trary, that certain documents shall be sufivred to remain behind in the
offices where they had beenr customarily kept—these documents being
the Registers and papers ol the Supreme Couneil; those of the Provost
and Marine Ofitees at Quebec; those belonging to the Royal Jurisdietion
of Three Rivers and Montreal ; the Seiguiorial papers; the Notarial
Deeds lodged in the towns aud villages; and, gencrally, all Records
concerning the estate and property of individuals.  Gen. Ambherst
grants the stipulation of article 45, in full.  The other stipulations
about the papers of De Vaudreunil and the chief officers hie also agrees
to, with two reservations—namely @ 1st, that all the Archives necessary
for conducting the govermment of’ the country be excepted ; and 2nd,
that the Marquis de Vaudreuil and all ofiicers, of whatever rank, haund
over to the Britizh authorities, in good aith, all plans and maps of the
country.

From these particulars we may infer that a large number of Archives
must have been removed from the colony to France on the departure of
the last French governor with his officers aud troops, in the autumn of
1760, but that a very large quantity must have remained behind. How-
ever important it migh: scem to obtain detailed information of all the
ancient Records included in General Ambherst’s exceptions, it is matter
of doubt whether auy oflicial or other person in this country is at present
i aposition to furnish it. But we cannot say the same of the Archives
of the Supreme Council or some other public Records mentioned in No.
45 of the Articles of Capitudation.  In the years 1354 and 1853, three
valuable sets were prin‘ed and published at the public expense, consisting
of" the Royal Edicts and Ordinances concerning Canada from 1627 to
1756, the enactments of the Supreme Couneil sinee its extablishment in
1663, and the Ordinavees and Judgments of the Royal Intendants of
Canada irom 1663 to 1755, We have, besides in printed form. probably
all that the nost zealons Archaologist would now care to study on the
subject of the Scigniorial Tenure, o resule for which I believe the public
is indebted to the laborivus rescarches and professional ability of the



