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the dignity of a judge whero 1 ought to ma.
nifest the unquestioning docility of the discie

ol
" The authority of the Bible, morcover, is not
meroly infallible ; itis supreme and exclue
sive. With whom tous it take counsel? or
what authority dovs it once recognizu as co-
ordinate, or in any way ehaving the honors
and prerogatives of'its moral jursdiction ?—
If tradition, whether oral or documentary, cce
clesiastical or apostalic, agpire o this clevatie
on, the legitimacy of its pretensious must be
dewmonstrated by “arguments similar to thoso
which illustrate the aims of the word of In.
spiration. Ilas this ever been done?  Hlas
it ever been seriously attempted even? What
singlo tradition alleged by the Chureh of Rome
to have bLeen entrusted to her custody, has
she evar traced up in the light of listorical
evidence to a Divine source?  None, we un-
hesitatingly and advisodly maintain; no, not
one. Uniil this most reasonable condition is
aatisfied, fidelity totruth and to God foi bids
us to recede a i;airsbrcmllh from the position
so firnly taken and so nobly maintained by
the immortal Chillingworih, Tk Binnk, T1iE
Binie, 18 our RevLicion.

But how stands the quedtics as to the rizht
of avery human being to read the Bible 2—
For if this claim can be shown to be an unau.
thorized and arrozant assumption ; it’ it be
glawd under interdict by the God of tho Bi-

le s then sir, instead of now celebrating a
Jubilee, we onghe in the review of what we
bave been doing for the last fitty years, to put
on sackcloth and ashes, and prostrate oursclves
in the dust of humiliation and repentance.—
We have cireutated the Seriptares by millions
in 150 dialects.  We have rendered them ac-
cessible to the larger portion of carth’s popu-
lation. What an incexpiable offenre if Gold
designed them to be the exclusive possession
of a privileged class! The mischict is irre-

parable  The fire we have kindled at a thou-
sand points can never be extinguished. It

must ievitably spread, amd result in a gene-
ral conflagrasion. ‘Yo be serions; instead of
depreeating, we exult in the prospect of'such
a consummation, From that conilagration
shall emerge new hicavens and a new earth
wherein dwelleth righteousness.

In reply to the question, what right have
the ity to read the word of God, and exer-
cise their private judgirent in its interpro a-
tion? 1 demand, What right hasany per-
son or priesthood to intervene betwixt me
and the voice of the Almighty ? to wrest from
my hand the chartef of my spirituai privileg
es 3 the title deed which my Iather in heaven
has given me, to an imperishable inheritance?
Does the heavenly recosd itself sanction sach
a procedure 2 Iopen it, thoush with a trem-
bling hand, to asceriain this point. My doubts
instantly vacish. Trom every page, from e
very paragraph, cvidence beams upon me
that I am immediately adidressed. s theme
isthe common salvation ; its own express ans
nouncement,—* Whatsoever things were write
ten aforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience ar.d comfort of the
Seriptures might have hope.”  Procecding in
my inquiry, 1find that not only is the unre-
stricted reading of this blessed volume ac-
corded as an indefeasable vight of humanity,
but'enjoined asan tinperative duty, it the
book of the law was not to depart out of the
mouth of atlebrew,—if they were commanted
to treasure its words in their lhearts, and to
teach them diligently to their children; if
Timothy is commended of St. Puul, because

from & child he had known the Holy Serip-
tures, and the Bereans are characterised as
noble-minded in that they searched the Scrip-
tures daily, anil tested even the teaching of
Apostics i,y that Divine criterion; if, in o
word, the voite of the Son of God is, Scarch
the Scriptur s, how fearfal is the vemerity, how
tremendons the  responeibility, of thoso who
would tahe away from the people the key of
knowledge !

Under what pretence, then, is a right so sa.
cred and inviolable invaded by any hicrare
chy 7 Will it be alleged that in esseutial doce
trincs or dutis of general obligation the les.
rons of inspiration arc obscure?  Ohscure |
Their very entrance givethlight. Donbt and
darkness ietire at therr approach.  * The tes.
timony of the Lord is sure, making wise the
simple.  The commandment of the Lord is
pure, enlightening tho eyes’ So bright is
the radinnce which it sheds upon the path of
iife, that the wayiaring man, though a fool,
shall notery thuiein,  On a topic in repard
to which the testimony and clucidations of
Scripture itsclf are so overwhelming, there is
no need of further witness,  Else, were it at
all expedient we might appeal to the Fathers
and evinee that the most itlustrious of thum

wrleetly barmonize with the views to which

have now given expression.  Though not
protonrdly versed in patnistic theology , 1 pos-
#esg suflivient acquaintanco with that recone
dite lore to know that whatever other dogma
may be established by the Caiholic consent
of the Yathers, the denial of the right for
which we contend cannot elaim that sanction
I appeal to Origen, who in his ninth  homily
on Levititue, cxhorts Christians not only to
attend the publie ninistration of the woul of
God, but 1o read and meditate upon it at home,
T appeal to Jerome who earnestly connsels
mai‘ls and matrons to commit the Scriptures
to memory. 1appeal to Augustine, who im-
pressively urges upon eatechumens the dilie
gent study of the Bible. I appeal to Chrysus-
tom, wlose cloquent enforcements of this du.
ty would supply materials for a volume. I
appeal to Gresory, designated the greaty and
a bishop of Rome withal; and I find him, in
the fourth book of his Epistles, administering
a grave rebnke to a physiciae of the court,
because he did not oveupy o portion of every
day in reading the words of our Redeemer —
¢ 11 he writes him, * If you were in a far coun-
try, and there received letters from the Em.

cror, you would be unable to steep until you
id ascertained what your earthly prince {md
condescended to conmunicate 10 you. The
Monarch of heaven, the Lord of mew and
angels, has vouchsaled 1o consey to your
hamds his lotters concerniug your highest ine
terests.  And yet, my son, you deign not to
read them.  Apply to thew, I entreat you,
and gncdi\uto daily upon your Creator's say.
ings,

T would, in conelusion, express my gratitude
to Almighty God that I wm pernited 10 wit-
ness and unite in this hallowed celebration.—
And will you permit me, Sir, in all howility,
to congratulate you, at your advapced period
ol lite, on the opportuniry that has been af-
forded you of presiding at this Jubilee meet-
ing, and on the Christan magnanimity you
have displayed in practically expressing your
change of sentiment in respect to the Sovio'y,
by accepting our invitation, and hionouring
us with your presence.

‘The Rev. Mr. Geikie, in moving the third
resolution, said ;—

Mr. Chairman,~1 rise, sir, to wove the
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following resolution: ¢ Resolved that this
meeting desire to express the fullest rympa.
thy witﬁ the Iarent Socicty in embracing this
as a befitting ocrasion for ‘making new amd
vigorous cfforts for the widest possiblo ¢irca-
lation of tho Suriptures, both at home amd
alroad” These worls, sir, 1 am persuaded,
only express what wa all feel.  Who among
us has not the *fullest sympathy® with the
frcm parent Biblo Socicty, across the océan ?

am not wrong, surely, in saying that we
feel towards it the profound repard which
such an institution rightly claims; that we
thank God for it as a great protector of
the liberties which are our noblest inheritAnce;
that we rejoicc over it as o beneficent agency
to crown men with glory and immortality.—
The Parent Socicty, sir, is the mother of us
all.  Toit, thisand all other Branch Sotiv.
ties are indebted, at once for their usefigincss
and existence. It is the great sun streaming
forth the light of God's Word, and our local
associations are but the lesser lights that owe
their brightness to its beams,

Hither nsto their fountain other stars

Repairing, in theie gohlon urns deaw light

And hence the Morning Plance gilds her horns,

The Resolution tells us that the Parent So-
ciety have embraved this as as a fining ocea-
sion for new and vigorous cilor:s for tho still
wider virculation of the Scrptures. It las
been already told you in the Report in what
these cffortsare intended 1o consist.  Colpore
tage in Brivwn and on the Continent, and
special exertions on behalf of China, India,
and Australia are the principal features.~—
That they aro the wisest nmr most hopcful
under present chicumstances,we may, I think,
take for granted, from the fuce that they have
espedally connnended themselves to the wis.
dom, experience, and fidelty of the central
committee in England,

Thas it is o fitung time in which to make
increased exertions for Bible distribution is
impressed on us by various considerations,
and among others, 1 cannot but regard the
suceess of the seeiety in the past as at once a
warrant and a comnand not only not to ins
tet but tc inereass our ceftorts. It iy, as
it were, an audible voice from erernity, to go
forward. It is the dircet sanction of Xlim
whose high nanie ¢ blazoned on our banners,
He speaks to men now, by the sublime utter.
ances of 1s Providence and Grace. And
with his will thus interpreted, we cannot, dare
not, r~fuse to endorse this resolution. Vers
sions of the Scriptures in 1756 languages, and
the distributions of more than 43,000,000 co-
pics of the whole orportions, leave us no voom
for doubt as to our duty for the future, Fifty:
years ago Infidelity and LPopery well nigh-
shared. Chrisiendom between them, and what
with the impiety of the philosopher and the-
priest the Bible was nearly banished, except
where it shed its light .in t}‘;c circle of faitmﬁl?
Protestant houscholds.  But, now, how ditfer.
ent the state of things by the testimony of the:
figures you have hicard.  And it we wanteda
further proot of the contrast between tho lims
ited circulation of the Sacred Volume then,
and its wide dissemination now, through the
blessing of God on the British and Foreign
Bible Society, we have only to :bethink our-
sclves of the fact that after irradiating. Eu.
rope it has shone even in.the lonély and hum.
ble wigwam ofsour Miemac Indian. On the
latform Leside me sits.the Missionary ‘who'
1a8 been privileged to translate a portion of
the Scriptures, under the auspices of the Bi.
ble Socicty,iinto the language of the rude and
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