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F,.aller ones atone. It is easier to teacli the mob to throw a
brick-bat at a fool than to.worship at thle shrine of a saint,
but it is a lesson not w'orthi the teachiing."

Augustine Birreli certainly lias, a true grift~ of expression.
One cannot, perhaps, inake any unusual clain for originality
for huai. In trubli, it would be difficuit ini any case to say
anything very new about those of whom lie writes. But hie
lias a very happy and striking wvay of putting what hie
lias t'O sav. Hie is neyer duil and the reader's attention ne,% er
fiacrs, even though our critic is writing- of an author whose
work perchance w'e do not happen to have read. le has the
pleasant habit of quoting freely to illustrate his points, and
seldoin does lie fail to iake you feel as if' you liad hiad a per-
sonal introduction to the author, even thougrh lie may choose
to discuss hlmi in no more space than ten small pages.

l3irrell's languiage is neyer grrandiloquent. His style is
easy, natural and aliniost conversationa]. You may wvonder
atftemuiardcs if those happy phrases and passages of good-
natured humour ail1 buhbled up as spontaneously as they seein
to do, but neyer while you, are reading. Then von onily feel
that you are Iisteningr to a man of cultured mind who is talk-
ing of what hoe tikes and enjoýys, and who takes aIrnost*as;
inucli pleasure in lus part as you do in yours.

His inethod of attackcngr a subjeet is tlîat of direct assault.
Iu begrinningr an essay, lie frequently starts out withi an orac-
ular senîtence or two, withi apparently not a grreat deal to do
with the subjeet. Tiien, while, you are wondering Nv. at the
connexion can possibly be, with) a sudden clever turn, lie

brings you suddenly out uipon the righit trail. But once hav-
ing reachied it, you soon find yourself travelling along it w'ith
fewv deviations and at a grood rapid rate. It is a little trap to
catch your wandering attention and afford you, as lie avows,

the picasant sensation of thinking without any of the
trou.ble of it." You. know it perfectly well, of course, but it
nevertlieless succeeds of its object.

Seriously: lîowver, lie believes that aL -vriter slîould deal
witlî his readers iii a straighlt-forward manner. He tells you
so in his essay o-u Emerson, withi whom lie finds fauît cliiefly
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